
Los Angeles County Supervisor Candidate Questionnaire

Please provide an answer of no more than 120 words to each question/topic
below. The completed questionnaire should be emailed to
melissa.grant@gmail.com by March 21, 2022.

Background:
• Briefly describe your educational and professional background.

Henry Stern

Whether it’s a mental health crisis for which a psychiatrist or social worker is
needed, a bed sore that would go unnoticed for a senior in an understaffed nursing
home, an oil well behind a school that needs closing, a plume of wildfire smoke
altering a generation of children’s lungs permanently, or the construction of a train
from the Valley to the Westside of Los Angeles, I have learned through my work
in the Capitol that we can have all the big ideas we want in Sacramento or
Washington, but County government is where the rubber meets the road.

My work on environmental justice started with my sister getting asthma when we
first moved to LA. Even at 8 years old, as a big brother wondering why his sister
couldn’t breathe, I knew there was something wrong that had to be fixed. That
passion eventually became a junior internship at NRDC when I was 12,
researching grant applications with lawyers I revered like Joel Reynolds and
Ruthie Hunter. After college, it evolved into youth organizing for a national
March on Washington that took me around the country to campuses, concerts, and
fairs, all coinciding with the release of An Inconvenient Truth.

I went to Cal for law school, where I ran an interdisciplinary climate group of
about 500 graduate students called BERC, the Berkeley Energy Resources
Collaborative. We launched a cleantech incubator with Lawrence Berkeley
National Labs under the mentorship of former Undersecretary of Energy, Arun
Majumdar. Those organizations are producing game-changing climate solutions
and relationships to this day.



After law school, my mission to move the needle on climate took me to
Washington. I left Berkeley a semester early and joined as junior staff counsel
to
Rep. Henry Waxman during his historic chairmanship of the House Energy &
Commerce Committee where I helped write a few chapters of ARRA and
ACES. ARRA passed, but ACES failed, and we lost the House. So I practiced
environmental law for a few years, where I helped launch the nation’s first major
low carbon fuels project out of an old refinery in Paramount, just outside of Los
Angeles. My former client, and that facility, are now the largest employer of
union jobs in renewable fuels in the region, and the number one supplier of
waste-fat derived, drop in jet and diesel, for UPS, United Airlines and the US
Navy.

Through this work, I realized that the fulcrum of global change might actually lie
closer to home. Watching the power of AB1493 and AB32 send shockwaves
through the world, with the epicenter at my hometown State Senator’s humble
office in Agoura Hills. I idolized Fran, but then I shook that adulation off, and put
my legal training to work, just like I had learned from Waxman, as her climate and
energy policy director. We passed SB32, SB535, SB100, SB617 and so many
other landmark bills during that time.

When she was on the brink of terming out and the prospect of Matt Dababneh had
begun to take shape, I decided I had to run, to prevent one kind of leadership from
taking over, in a region known for its ethics and environmental leadership, dating
back before Pavley and Waxman to people like Tom Hayden and Anthony
Beilenson.

After winning office against a barrage of fossil fuel industry attacks, I secured the
chair of the State Senate's Natural Resources and Water committee where I
currently have jurisdiction over water, oceans, wildfire, oil and gas extraction,
wildlife and biodiversity. My constituents in the Palisades are no stranger to the
risks posed by wildfires and worsening air quality, and I’ve dedicated much of my
time in the Senate to addressing the root causes of these issues through targeted
legislative work.



Lindsay Horvath

I was elected to the West Hollywood City Council on March 3, 2015 (reelected in
2019), and previously served as a Councilmember for two years from 2009-2011.

In addition to my public service as an elected official, I work as an entertainment
advertising executive, and have created award-winning campaigns for movies and
television.

I graduated Cum Laude with a B.A. in Political Science and Gender Studies from
the University of Notre Dame. I also received a Graduate Certificate in Nonprofit
Management from UCLA.

Goals:
• If elected, what are the three/four most important goals you hope to

accomplish?
Henry Stern

The system cannot reform itself; we are on the precipice of a generational shift
politically, and I see myself as part of a new group of young progressives excited
about re-infusing care and justice into our politics. To that end, I want to move
LA
County away from being the nationwide capital of fossil fuel by investing in
transitioning natural gas reservoirs and refineries back to habitat and open space. I
want to make our justice system humane, and stop the cycle of predation and
emmiseration by those interacting with the criminal justice system, and offer them
opportunities for growth and dignity. And I want to make sure LA County does
not become a playground for the wealthy and well-connected by ensuring housing
is affordable, accessible, and high-quality.

Lindsay Horvath

Housing/Homelessness: Reducing homelessness through creative solutions -
including housing - that bring communities together and make housing more
affordable for everyone.



COVID Recovery: Leading a COVID recovery that will lift up working families
and our small business community.

Social Justice/Equity: Advancing rights, protecting safety, and improving the lives
of the most vulnerable and marginalized residents of our County.

Homelessness and Housing:
• Homelessness is skyrocketing to crisis proportions. What are your priorities for

addressing our current homeless crisis and preventing more people from
becoming homeless? What have you done historically to combat
homelessness?

Henry Stern

The board care facilities, outpatient treatment beds, and other sub-acute care
facilities which we generally refer to as “Housing that Heals”, including
innovative and exciting programs like LACO’s new homelessness prevention
unit, are severely lacking in LACO. We need to streamline the permitting
process for those housing options, and guarantee access for the approximately
25,000 people on the street right now suffering from mental illness. I’ve
pushed for legislation that would improve and create permanent supportive
housing in LACO, and intend to further pursue it as Supervisor.

We need to update the outdated and inflexible laws in California that restrict
when and how someone enduring psychiatric distress can receive treatment,
particularly by strengthening and making permanent “Laura’s Law,” which
would improve community care and expand opportunities for outpatient
treatment.

LA County currently features a patchwork of organizations when it comes to
homelessness prevention. We need to convene all agencies with homelessness
and housing responsibilities to craft joint regional goals and a
cross-jurisdictional governance structure to allow power sharing, co-financing
and a single point of accountability. My audit of the homeless care system in
LACO uncovered nearly $1bn in bottlenecked funding; making that available
is crucial if we’re going to solve this problem.



Lindsay Horvath

My leadership in my community has produced an intersectional approach to
solving homelessness - housing, services, and community safety - that has
delivered results.

I support producing housing that is inclusionary, transitional, supportive, and
affordable for the long-term. I initiated the City’s request to have dedicated
LASD Mental Evaluation Teams (MET), which combine a clinically-trained
social worker with a public safety professional to respond to relevant calls and
I want to expand this countywide.

We must invest in solutions that address the current crisis affecting us all,
while also taking into account the root causes of homelessness, rather than
wastefully spending more and more public dollars but not solving the
foundational problems.

• What are your plans to increase the number of affordable housing units in your
district/jurisdiction? What have you done to increase affordable housing

options in the past?

Henry Stern

I can tell you what I’ll do at the County because I can already point to my work at
the state level. First of all, subsidized housing shouldn’t mean low-quality
housing or housing solely for the poor. SB 679 greatly enhances funding for
affordable housing while SCA 1 will restore an easier path to more subsidized
housing options by lifting some of the vestiges of California’s racist housing
policies of the past. I worked with current Supervisor Holly Mitchell to pass
SB 329 outlawing income discrimination against Section 8 recipients statewide
while she was my colleague in the Legislature.

I am proud to have recently worked with Sup. Mitchell to identify and fund
housing for families experiencing homelessness in the West Valley through
Project Homekey. Despite some neighborhood opposition, I’m committed to
seeing this through and helping the community embrace the ideas of people
leaving life under the freeways and out of the LA River into safe housing in
underutilized hotels, motels and even retail locations.



Lindsay Horvath

As Mayor and Councilmember, I actively approved housing projects and
policies advancing smart growth with inclusionary, affordable housing,
while protecting existing affordable housing.

Transit-oriented development solutions have also been included in the range of
housing solutions I’ve personally prioritized and advocated for. I have also
worked with nonprofit housing partners like the West Hollywood
Community Housing Corporation to develop affordable housing options for
low-income seniors, immigrants, formerly unhoused individuals, veterans,
and LGBTQ youth.

I support inclusionary housing policies and believe we need to invest in more
long-term affordable housing of various types.

There is not a single solution that will solve this problem, but a multitude of
efforts we must utilize and hold accountable to effectively reduce this
problem.

Environment:
• What environmental threats do you see impacting Pacific Palisades specifically,

and our city, county, or state? What would you do to address these threats and
what are some examples of your past leadership on these issues?

Henry Stern

As someone who lost their home in the Woolsey Fire in 2018, the threat of fire
isn’t an abstraction to me; it’s personal, and I understand just how great a risk
unmitigated wildfires are. Nobody currently serving in the Senate has a better
and more thorough record on wildfire mitigation and prevention than I do,
from work I’ve done ensuring seniors and those with health conditions are
protected in fire-induced blackouts, to work I led for local recovery efforts, to
legislation to fund new fire prevention strategies in the Santa Monica
Mountains using nature-based buffers and safety upgrades for homes and the
grid, the prevention of risky and reckless development in high-risk fire zones.

As supervisor, I would continue the monitoring and prevention of needlessly risky
development in fire-prone areas, would ensure homes are adequately protected
and made safe from fire, and make grid continuity an urgent focus.



Lindsay Horvath

The impacts of Climate change and insufficient environmental stewardship drive
threats for both the Pacific Palisades and the surrounding areas. Fire, water,
ocean pollution, landslides, and volatile climate impacting agriculture will
continue to be pressing issues.

I’ve worked with Citizens Climate Lobby and am a founding member of the Clean
Power Alliance, an executive committee member and have also served as the
legislative regulatory chair.

In the West Hollywood City Council Climate Action Plan, I supported the
adoption of net-zero policy goals to set West Hollywood on the path to
becoming a zero-carbon city and I would work with cities to do the same
across Los Angeles County.

• What is your position on efforts to protect Californians from the effects of oil
and gas drilling, processing, and storage in your district/jurisdiction?

Henry Stern

I’ve worked in close partnership with the community members on the ground to clean up a
number of disasters and right too many wrongs. I authored legislation to hold oil companies
accountable for their pollution and cleanup costs, expand offshore wind, phase out single use
plastics, and close Aliso Canyon. In the toughest of these fights my opponent in this primary and
I have been on opposing sides. In many cases, because of the power systems in Sacramento, he
prevailed, but I’m determined to win the fight for environmental justice in LA in the end. I take
responsibility for standing up to bullies with the Sierra Club in the Legislature, and in other races
like Holly Mitchell and Carmen Ramirez—I will show the same backbone on the Board of
Supervisors.

Lindsay Horvath

I support efforts to protect Californians from the effects of oil and gas drilling. I also
support the County’s current efforts to phase out oil drilling with a just transition to ensure safe,
good-paying jobs for people currently working in the industry. Additionally, we need to invest in
new standards and be mindful of transitioning away from fossil fuels, including properly



decommissioning defunct oil wells, which will mean a great deal for the housing industry as well
as future employment opportunities.

• Rising temperatures, groundwater depletion, and a shrinking Colorado River
mean that California will continue to face water shortages. What do you think
should be done in your district/jurisdiction to deal with this problem? What
changes, if any, would you recommend be made to our water infrastructure?

Lindsay Horvath

It is the responsibility of every level of government to ensure our communities
have access to clean drinking water. Every step should be taken to repair and update our
aging infrastructure. I will urge our federal and state governments for additional funding
when needed to prioritize marginalized communities and neighborhoods that have been
historically underfunded.

I intend to follow in Supervisor Kuehl’s footsteps in conserving water, fighting for
full implementation of Measure W projects, and participating on the AQMD Board to
fight especially for communities of color for policy protections and enforcement. We also
need to fully implement the goals of the LA County Sustainability Plan, which have been
informed by the community, that focus on our water needs. I have also begun working
with UCLA researchers on implementing effective municipal policies for proactive clean
water testing and enforcement, especially for long-term tenants and residents of older
buildings.

Public Safety:
• Crime is a growing concern in the City of Los Angeles, especially “smash and

grab” thefts, follow-home robberies, and public safety in parks, beaches,
libraries, and schools. Also, there are significantly more hate crimes based on
religion or race than ever before. What is your plan to increase public safety,
particularly in your district/jurisdiction?

Henry Stern

We have to continue to get guns out of the hands of those who hold hateful and
extremist views, something I’m proud to have moved forward in the Senate
through bills like SB120 and SB 1281.

I think we’ve been giving a false choice between making our streets safe and
holding our police accountable. Safety means safety for all, including those at



risk of victimization by law enforcement. Instead of looking myopically at
budgets, we should be looking at accountability for the LASD - while there is
independent oversight, it’s often toothless and under the influence of the
department. We need to strengthen its independence. And we need to stop the
cycling of people in psychiatric distress in and out of the criminal justice
system, so we can free it to pursue the issues like smash-and-grabs and
follow-home robberies that are gripping our County.

Lindsay Horvath

We must effectively address concerns and crime trends, and can effectively do this, in part,
by ensuring our law enforcement agencies are focused on the areas they are uniquely qualified to
handle. This means reducing their undue burden on other civic matters not necessarily requiring
law enforcement including low-level traffic stops and non-violent homelessness issues.
Accountability is key - on the dollars spent, on the personnel hired, and on the services delivered
to keep people safe.

We must fund law enforcement to be able to thoroughly address crime, while also funding
efforts that can improve non-violent calls that law enforcement should not be burdened to
handle. I have created a Jewish Community Safety Plan for my City - to protect Jewish
community members, community centers, and places of worship - that I want to implement
countywide. Plans like this help to engage the entire community in efforts to reduce hate crimes
and raise awareness.

• Wildfire risk and evacuation safety are growing concerns in the Very High Fire
Hazard Severity Zones of your district/jurisdiction. How do you plan to

address those life-threatening concerns in light of recent legislation and efforts
to increase housing density?

Henry Stern

I know how I’ll address them because I’ve already addressed them in the Senate:
I’ve passed legislation like SB63, which created a fire resiliency corps,
awarded grants to help people better protect their homes against wildfires, and
raised the fire-safe building standards so homes in the high and moderate fire
severity zone meet the standards currently applied to homes in the very high
fire hazard severity zone.



Lindsay Horvath

We must evaluate our current infrastructure, including fire access roads. We must
regularly clear brush and prevent access that leads to encampments in our
parks and protected areas. Often safety plans are outdated and in need of
investment; we must learn from recent history and invest in the resources &
personnel who keep us safe in these times of emergency. Now is when we
must proactively address these items, not respond when the cost to life and
land has already been made. We must protect our neighborhoods, especially
the hillsides, from overdevelopment that puts both people and our wildlife at
risk.

The larger issue is climate change. Wildfires have increased and become more
regular. This cannot be accepted as status quo. We must do everything we can
to combat these impacts and fight for a more sustainable future.

• Rising temperatures, groundwater depletion, and a shrinking Colorado River
mean that California will continue to face water shortages. What do you think
should be done in your district/jurisdiction to deal with this problem? What
changes, if any, would you recommend be made to our water infrastructure?

Henry Stern

We need to leverage funding from FEMA, the insurance industry, and the State,
to undergo the largest ever infrastructure investment in LA history, including
recycling all water by 2035, upgrading our flood management system through
nature based solutions in key disaster zones like Reseda and Whittier Narrows,
and ensuring continuity of service for everywhere in the County.

Lindsay Horvath

(See answer for the previous question)

Reproductive Rights:
• Do you support any limitations on the legal right to an abortion, including

parental notification and consent? If so, what other limits do you support, and
why?



Lindsay Horvath

No

• If Roe v Wade is overturned, what do you think the Governor’s office, State
Legislature, and/or [the City of Los Angeles/Los Angeles County Supervisors]
can and should do to protect Californians’ rights and to provide a safe haven
for those from another state who seek abortion services in California?

Henry Stern

California, and LA County specifically, should lead the way in being a sanctuary
city for those fleeing the regimes of states that feature draconian restrictions on
a woman’s right to choose. The fact that women are being given emergency
plane tickets out of states like Texas signals that something is deeply, deeply
wrong; unfortunately, we’re only in control of what goes on here. We need to
ensure access to both contraceptives and abortion medication through things
like Covered California, and seek to expand access to those undocumented
residents currently living in the legal shadows. California can and should be a
model for safe and effective abortion procedures.

Lindsay Horvath

We need to expand funding and service availability to residents both within and
outside California as women will come here en masse for abortion services.
This can include transportation subsidies, temporary housing, and healthcare.

We need to invest and expand our own healthcare facilities and the personnel that
will power them. This can include scholarships to our universities and building
appropriate infrastructure.

I fully support the County’s plan to protect Angelenos - and anyone seeking safe
refuge here for reproductive freedom - and have taken action at the local level
to partner in these efforts. That’s why I’m endorsed by Planned Parenthood Los
Angeles County Action Fund, Hollywood NOW, National Women’s Political
Caucus, Fund Her, CA Women’s List, and other pro choice organizations
committed to reproductive healthcare justice.


