
 

  

 

 
 

 

August 6th 2022 UCP Leadership Candidates’ Education Forum 
 

1. Premier Kenney’s government was able to reduce the average per-student cost 
of education significantlyi. This budget implemented a model called the Weighted 
Moving Average (WMA).ii Unfortunately, the WMA penalizes growing schools – 
and limits choiceiii.  How would your administration balance the needs of different 
delivery models (such as public education and home education) to keep costs 
down,iv while maximizing choicev? 
 

2. Premier Kenney’s government attempted a meaningful reform of curriculumvi by 
switching to a knowledge-based curriculumvii, starting with K-6viii. The reform was 
hampered by mistakesix in development and implementation, as well as opposition 
by the Alberta Teachers’ Associationx.  Do you agree with the idea of a knowledge-
based curriculum, and what steps would you take towards making successful 
curriculum reforms? 

 

3. Do you support mandatory standardized testing in K-12 schools? If so, for which 
subjects, at what grade levels, and what style of testing? Would there be any 
exceptions?xi 

 

4. Classroom approaches to sexualityxii, genderxiii, racexiv, and religionxv are 
controversial.  Should parents be made aware when their K-12 child will be 
provided with supports, presentations, or information regarding these issues, and 
are there any exceptions?  How will your administration ensure school staff 
respect the diverse perspectives of Alberta families? 

 

 
 

 

i From roughly $14,000 to $11,000. Calculations were based on the 2022 budget (set to rise in coming years) and 
student numbers from https://www.alberta.ca/student-population-statistics.aspx   
ii The WMA allocates funds as follows: 50% for the number of students this year; 30% from the previous year; and 
20% for the year prior. You may view the school funding documents at https://www.alberta.ca/k-12-education-
funding-framework.aspx 
iii For an independent school growing at the 20% average rate, instructional funding calculated by WMA becomes 
50% of the public rate, rather than the 70% foreseen in statute. 
iv Even at $11,000 per student, a classroom costs $275,000-300,000. The teacher is only slightly more than 25% of 
this, which suggests tremendous inefficiency. Salaries are available from https://alis.alberta.ca/occinfo/wages-and-
salaries-in-alberta/secondary-school-teachers/4031/ 
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v It is hard to discuss this without being for or against some form of voucher system. See 
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/article/alberta-government-should-increase-access-to-for-profit-schools 
vi See the guiding framework on curriculum design: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/guiding-framework-
design-development-k-12-curriculum 
vii Knowledge-based curriculum reform owes a great deal to E.D. Hirsch.  You can find a Wikipedia entry at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E._D._Hirsch.  The Core Knowledge Foundation that he founded has a webpage 
here: https://www.coreknowledge.org 
viii https://open.alberta.ca/publications/curriculum-advisory-panel-recommendations-on-direction-for-curriculum 
ix https://www.parentchoice.ca/first_look_curriculum_draft_apr2021 
x https://www.parentchoice.ca/great_curriculum_debate_apr2021 
xi For standardized testing: https://www.fraserinstitute.org/article/alberta-government-should-revitalize-
standardized-testing. Against: https://soeonline.american.edu/blog/effects-of-standardized-testing 
xii https://www.parentchoice.ca/hilton-o_brien_consent 
xiii https://unherd.com/2022/06/why-did-my-daughter-become-trans/ 
xiv https://www.parentchoice.ca/critical_theory 
xv https://www.jccf.ca/christianity-is-a-religion-but-aboriginal-spirituality-is-merely-cultural/ 
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