
Stop the war in Ukraine! 
Peace everywhere, for everyone, always

Declaration of the PCF National Council

Paris, 19 March 2022

On February 24, 2022, the Head of State of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, ordered the launch of a 
military invasion against Ukraine, under the pretext of a "denazification" of the country and the "protection" of
the Russian-speaking populations. This war is a calamity for the Ukrainian people, Europe and the whole 
world.

The French Communist Party (PCF) strongly condemned, on 24 February, the Russian military 
aggression against Ukraine. The PCF reaffirms its full solidarity with the Ukrainian people, with all 
the refugees, with the democratic, leftist and peace forces in Ukraine.

By violating the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine, Vladimir Putin bears full responsibility for the 
outbreak of this war.

At this time, more than 3 million people have fled Ukraine, the human toll in civilian and military victims is 
already heavy. Pediatric and general hospitals have been bombed by the Russian army, constituting war 
crimes. The populations remaining in the country are also threatened with famine in the coming days.

The Russian invasion of 24 February – in utter disregard of international law – is politically unjustifiable and 
morally unacceptable. By inflicting such suffering on the Ukrainian people, Vladimir Putin has knowingly 
placed his country, Russia, beyond the pale of international legality. This is an unacceptable double attack 
on international law and conventions as well as on the multilateral framework of international relations.

The head of state of the Russian Federation notably referred to the non-application of the Minsk 2 
Agreements by the government of President Volodymir Zelensky in launching the military aggression against
Ukraine; however, the war, now on the whole of Ukrainian territory, can only aggravate the one that has 
ravaged the Donbas since 2014 and whose populations, Russian-speaking and Ukrainian-speaking, have 
already paid too heavy a price, with nearly 15,000 dead (one-third of them civilians) and the exile of 1.5 
million Ukrainians.

This is by no means a “war of civilisation”. The causes of this war between two countries of the peripheral 
capitalist type are geopolitical and strategic, even if they also draw on the contradictions of the Russian 
capitalist regime, which is both dependent on world energy markets and increasingly seeking self-sufficiency.

The breakup of the USSR in 1991 was accompanied, in Russia as in Ukraine, by a violent capitalist 
restoration favouring the rise of nationalism and extreme right in both Russia and Ukraine.

While the head of the Russian state maintains a degree of vagueness as to his goals in this war, his hyper-
nationalist geostrategic project “Russkiy Mir” (Russian World) was stated without ambiguity in his speech of 
21 February. This project carries within it hatred and domination; this is a historical and political regression.

*

Solidarity, ceasefire and political solution 

The absolute urgency is to stop the war by all possible political means and to immediately open negotiations 
under the aegis of the United Nations (UN).

In the immediate future, the protection of the Ukrainian people, shelter for all the refugees and the 
assistance to the wounded populations in the country must mobilize all the forces of peace.

No to escalation! Those who, in France, plead for NATO to enter the war, in particular by setting up a "no 
fly zone"  – in military law, an act of war and not a measure to protect populations – are pushing our country 
and the European Union to engage in military escalation, the outcome of which no one can guarantee. The 
Ukrainian people would be the first victims.

In addition, the pressure exerted by the United States for deliveries of heavy armaments to Ukraine at war by
countries both within and outside NATO raises the spectre of warmongering escalation and the regional 
extension of hostilities from which no one would emerge "victorious". This risk is all the greater for the 
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whole world in view of the presence of nuclear weapons whose use the Russian regime and some 
Western leaders have not excluded.

While international law does not make the countries that supply arms, or serve as rear bases for the 
Ukrainian army belligerents stricto sensu, the fact remains that today, in the eyes of Russia, this would 
amount to taking a stake in the conflict. In addition, the arrival – on both sides of the front line  – of tens of 
thousands of mercenaries, many of them from Syria, "volunteers", proven neo-Nazis, the Ukrainian battalion 
"Azov" and the Russian paramilitary group "Wagner", and the possible development of urban guerrilla 
warfare will mean that neither France nor any other country will be able to ensure that these deliveries will 
not then feed the networks of mercenaries, terrorists and neo-Nazis.

Only political action can stop the fighting and open negotiations.

The economic sanctions taken by the EU and Western countries must be strong enough to twist the 
arm of Russian political power and its economic and financial backers, and compel Vladimir Putin to 
an unconditional ceasefire and peace negotiations. The sanctions must not target the Russian people 
without distinction and thereby reinforce the propaganda of Vladimir Putin who imposed this war on them 
and who repress them with ferocity.

A brave movement against the war and against the dictatorship of Vladimir Putin is rising in Russia. This 
movement that brings together progressives and democrats; Russian feminists have played a vital role in 
initiating it. We must support this movement wholeheartedly, with all our might. It is the mobilisation of the 
Russian people for peace and democracy that Vladimir Putin fears the most, because only this 
movement can put an end to his reign and open the path to a democratic perspective.

*

We don't want war or a war economy

Also in the immediate future, it is imperative that determined and coordinated political action at 
European and international level attack the speculators who are taking advantage of the war to drive 
up the prices of raw materials, wheat, oil and gas, even before the economic sanctions against Russia 
produce their effect. Financial speculation must be prohibited and penalized.

Before long, the impact of the war and the sanctions on the living and working conditions of the 
French, Europeans and all the peoples of the world will come to deepen the current social and economic 
difficulties that already beset us. Entire countries, from the Middle East to Africa, dependent on Ukrainian 
and Russian wheat, may soon experience the eruption of food riots.

It is necessary – “whatever the cost” to the financial markets! – to prevent such a catastrophe through 
coordination at the international level with the UN and its agencies such as the FAO and the WFP as 
well as the BRI and the IMF, the mobilisation of food stocks, and the supply of raw materials to the 
people now threatened with starvation.

France must make the requirement of collective human security as defined by the UNDP prevail, and 
act to demand an extraordinary international conference without delay, under the aegis of the UN, for
a freeze on grain prices and the development of an energy mix to reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

A democratic European fund, a "resilience fund for peace", must be set up now, as Fabien Roussel 
proposes, developing public services, guaranteeing the security of jobs and fulfilling the objectives of the 
ecological transition.

Part of the negotiated political and peaceful resolution of the war in Ukraine and the separatist conflict in the 
Donbas should include a process that leads to the holding of an extraordinary conference for pan-
European collective security, under the aegis of multilateral bodies, open to all European countries 
including Russia and Ukraine of course.

*

For a new international order

Opportunistic alliances such as NATO, with their implacable logic, are incapable of taking up this 
challenge; on the contrary such alliances fuel the flames. By seeking to expand to the East up to the 
borders of Russia, NATO has encouraged the state of affairs of over-armament and antagonistic blocs in 
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Europe. NATO has actively exacerbated tensions in Ukraine since 2014. It has pushed the Ukrainian 
government, at its own risk as the war shows today, to delay sine die the implementation of the Minsk 2 
agreements. In the same period, NATO contributed to over-armament and raised the level of annual military 
expenditure worldwide to 2,000 billion dollars; it has revived competition for the possession of nuclear 
weapons.

The war in Ukraine is a collective diplomatic and political failure that should lead all European 
countries to jointly develop a common framework for pan-European cooperation and collective 
security.

In an interdependent world, everyone's safety depends on everyone else’s safety.

The strategic independence of France, like that of the member countries of the European Union, can no 
longer be part of a system that makes them dependent on an alliance, NATO, wherein they control neither 
the direction nor the strategic targets. The hegemonic claims – economic, monetary, political and cultural – 
of the United States and this chaotic world order governed by the logic of powers and "antagonistic blocks" 
precipitate entire populations into poverty and humiliation, pitting them against one another.

The strategic independence of France, like that of all the member states of the European Union, must be 
defined and controlled within the framework of cooperation and partnership, the first aim of which must be 
the preservation of peace and collective security in Europe and internationally.

This would lay the groundwork for a new international order, based on collective human security – 
peace, social and climate justice, solidarity and cooperation between peoples – to which all people 
aspire.

*

A broad popular movement 
for peace and international solidarity of people and workers 

The PCF participates and calls for participation in all the initiatives for peace and solidarity launched 
by the UN organisations, inter-union organisations and the NGOs mobilized since 24 February to provide 
assistance to the Ukrainian population. The PCF gives its full support to the Ukrainian people, to all refugees
and victims of war, and to left-wing activists arrested and imprisoned in Ukraine.

The PCF strongly denounces calls for the "triage" of refugees and reaffirms that France, like all EU member 
countries, must strictly respect international law and the principles of the Universal Convention of Human 
Rights, the Declaration of the United Nations and international conventions, and to welcome migrants and 
refugees with dignity and without any discrimination.

The PCF, committed to concrete solidarity with the Ukrainian population in distress, will continue to 
make the premises of its sections and federations available for solidarity actions and fundraising. Mayors 
and other elected officials from the Communist Party are mobilized to create the conditions for this essential 
action.

The PCF condemns the repression suffered by supporters of peace in Russia and calls for support for 
women and men from the cultural sphere, intellectuals, political and trade union leaders, feminists who have 
stood up with courage since 24 February. The PCF stands alongside Russian mothers, bereaved by the loss
of their children sent to fight in the army. In France, the PCF strongly opposes the Russophobic diatribes and
violence that distil hatred between peoples.

The PCF calls on all forces in France, in Europe, on all continents, sharing the objective of building a 
world of collective security, human security and cooperation, brotherhood among peoples and 
solidarity, to come together, unite and act together. All forces attached to the intangible principles of the 
rule of international law and the Charter of the United Nations, to the inalienable principles of fundamental 
human, social and political rights as defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, can make
the voice of a new international order prevail.

At a time when pandemics and the climate and ecological crisis – which ignore borders –, when unbearable 
global social and economic inequalities are plunging tens of millions of human beings into famine, misery, 
desolation and conflict, humanity as a whole is doomed if it does not provide itself with the means to meet 
these challenges at the global level and to promote peaceful and mutually advantageous international 
relations.
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The PCF, committed since its creation to this perspective of human emancipation and profound 
social transformation, intends to put all its energy into building a broad and powerful movement for 
peace and collective European and international security. 

Let us finally open the way to the “great human peace”. The PCF calls on all individual and collective 
forces available and sharing this objective to come together and act together; it is not too late:

• The PCF will continue to take all possible initiatives, at national, European and international level, for
an immediate ceasefire in Ukraine and the opening of negotiations under the aegis of the UN, and to
participate in all mobilisations bearing this purpose and solidarity with the victims of war;

• The PCF calls for broad participation in the NATO counter-summit organised by the European left 
next June in Madrid, to bring together the demand for a new common, pan-European cooperation 
and collective security framework in Europe;

• To contribute in the longer term to the construction of an extensive and powerful movement for 
peace, the PCF is already preparing for a mass mobilisation on UN-sponsored International Peace 
Day, 21 2022.
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