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Dear friends,

The election coming up this October 3rd is historic. 

It will turn the page on more than sixty years of constitutional wrangling and allow a
new reality to emerge. The political spectrum may soon be redefined. The tectonic
plates of Quebec politics are realigning. 

We now have a major party that wants first and foremost to give you more freedom.
Our election platform sets out our key commitments in the run-up to this election
battle. 

We aim to be “Free in our own homes” with five major proposals: 

1 – To reduce taxes substantially by approximately $2,000 for a worker earning
$80,000 a year and suspend gasoline taxes to help Quebec families cope with the
rising cost of living. 

2 – To decentralize the health care system, establish competition between different
institutions and enable the participation of the private sector in order to finally
improve the efficiency of care. 

3 – To promote public transportation by offering free buses rather by than investing in
a costly and useless tramway in Quebec City. 

4 – To allow the exploration of our natural gas resources in order to make Quebec self-
sufficient in energy and help our European allies gain access to greener energy. 

5 – To assist all families with childcare by offering an allowance of $200 per week, per
child, for parents who do not have access to CPEs or who wish to use a different
service.

I would like to thank the 800 activists who participated in the development of our
program last November and the members of the Political Committee who
contributed to the drafting of this platform. 

We have strong ideas for moving Quebec forward.
Let's make the most of the upcoming election campaign to persuade Quebecers.

Éric Duhaime
Leader of the Conservative Party of Quebec

A WORD FROM OUR LEADER





ECONOMY

Protecting purchasing power 

Lowering gasoline taxes

A competitive tax regime

End taxes on second-hand goods
 

HOUSING

A rent-setting method that benefits
everyone

Helping low-income tenants
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HEALTH CARE
Making room for entrepreneurs

Changing the way we fund hospitals

Digitizing the health care system 

Increasing the supply of health care 

Decentralizing health care

Respecting our seniors

Reforming the Public Health Act

TRANSPORTATION

Saying yes to the 3rd Link

A moratorium on the Quebec City
tramway

Making public transport free in
Quebec City

Progressive electrification of transport

Modulating speeds on our highways
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ENVIRONMENT
Making the most of our natural
resources

Relaunching the Quebec LNG-Project

Encouraging environmental
entrepreneurship

Setting realistic reduction targets

Demanding abolition of the federal
carbon tax

Fairer mining royalties

Reinforcing Hydro-Québec

FAMILY and 
EDUCATION

Making childcare accessible

Supporting family solidarity

Serving the diversity of education

Protecting freedom of expression
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SECTION 1

THE ECONOMY AND PUBLIC FINANCES

SUMMARY

The Conservative Party of Quebec believes in the power of the market to drive
progress and collective prosperity: the greater the economic freedom of a nation,
the greater the increase in its population’s standard of living.

Quebec operates within the North American context, but is an outlier with
respect to its burdensome taxation and regulation policies, and its propensity for
picking winners and losers in business via government programs and subsidies
that are both costly and ineffective. 

The Conservative Party is calling for Quebec to assert itself as a North American
leader: to favour individuals and families through a simple and attractive tax
system, and to appeal to investors via a regulatory and fiscal framework that
favours business development instead of penalizing it. 

The CPQ proposes to protect your purchasing power by advocating for tax cuts
that benefit all taxpayers.

The party also proposes to suspend the collection of provincial taxes on gasoline,
and to encourage more seniors to re-enter the labour market. 
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Quebec is one of the most highly taxed jurisdictions in the world and by far
the most taxed in North America. 

Quebec’s personal income tax burden is 14.1%, compared with 12.5% in the
rest of Canada and 8.3% on average in developed countries (OECD)

According to the Fraser Institute's Canadian Consumer Tax Index, taxes
represent the single largest expense for Canadian families, accounting for
36.4% of family income. This is higher than spending on housing, food and
clothing combined (35.4%)

Our tax bill has gone up by 1,992% since 1961—a 20-fold increase—far exceeding
the 767% growth in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) over the same period. 

(One paragraph was removed because it contained an error)

 DID YOU KNOW ?
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Quebec extends over more territory than many European countries and
possesses an abundance of natural resources. For over 400 years, our
population has been notable for innovation and for its determination to live
and prosper here. Of course, today’s Quebec is quite different from the Quebec
of our ancestors. This is not only because of the technologies that have
revolutionized its industries, but also because of the thousands of newcomers
who have decided to live here and to contribute through their knowledge and
skills. Today's Quebec is brimming with potential, but to exploit this it must
renew itself and free itself from the shackles that bind it in the past. 

A growth-oriented government must refrain from increasing a tax burden that
discourages effort and entrepreneurship, and must resist the adoption of
measures that impede the movement of goods and capital to and from
neighbouring economies. It must also refrain from maintaining—and especially
increasing—the regulations that already impose crushing burdens on
businesses and the labour market. 

The role of the state is not to substitute for private enterprise, and it should not
be telling us where to work, how to save our money, or what to build and
produce. Rather, it should provide an environment that fosters the
competition that generates the beneficial innovations that meet the needs of
consumers.

We do not believe that more and more state intervention is an effective
solution to every problem. The fundamental missions of the state are to
protect individual rights and freedoms, to administer civil, criminal, and penal
justice systems, to invest in public infrastructure, to respond to natural
disasters and to create the conditions in which free citizens can flourish.
Regulations may be necessary in order to establish the rules of the game and
to protect the most vulnerable among us, but the state should never micro-
manage markets, nor impede a free and flourishing market. Government must
avoid granting privileges and encouraging dependence on the part of
individuals and businesses. When the state does have to act on behalf of its
citizens, resources and decision-making power should be delegated insofar as
possible to the organizations closest to the beneficiaries.

OUR ECONOMIC VALUES
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More than two years into the present health emergency, the financial
consequences are being felt by Quebec’s taxpayers who are living through the
sharpest increase in the cost of living since the GST was introduced in the early
1990s. 

According to the Fraser Institute, the average Quebec family spends more on
taxes (36.4% of their budget) than on food, shelter and clothing combined
(35.4%). 

Although the Quebec government has no say in the Bank of Canada’s
monetary policy, it does possess fiscal tools that can improve Quebecers’
purchasing power.

A reduction in the tax rate of the first two income brackets will increase the
disposable income of all Quebec taxpayers.

Increasing the basic personal tax exemption to $20,000 from the present
$15,728. 

Reducing the tax rates for the following brackets:
First $46,295: from 15% to 13%
From $46,295 to $92,580: from 20% to 18%

1 - PROTECTING THE PURCHASING POWER OF QUEBEC’S TAXPAYERS

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :

These measures would be applied retroactively for the fiscal year 2022.

FOUR CPQ COMMITMENTS FOR
A PROSPEROUS ECONOMY
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The Quebec economy is directly affected by fluctuations in the price of
gasoline.

The Quebec government’s tax revenues are increased by high gasoline prices;
this benefits the government, but not citizens themselves.

Several Canadian provinces and American states have already suspended their
gasoline taxes.

Suspending collection of provincial gasoline taxes in order to remain
competitive with other Canadian provinces and American states, and to
mitigate the impact of inflation on taxpayers. 

2 - GASOLINE TAXES

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Quebec businesses have suffered greatly under the measures imposed by the
Quebec government over the course of the past two years. 

Several factors have contributed to exacerbation of the labour shortage,
including the multiple assistance programs that have had the effect of
discouraging a return to work. 

In the face of a spendthrift federal government with multiplying relief
programs, the Quebec government has several tools at its disposal for
responding to this crisis. 

Quebec has the highest payroll taxes in all of North America. 

Numerous seniors aged 60 and over are increasingly able (and willing) to
contribute to the growth of the Quebec economy.

Increasing the tax credit for career extension for experienced workers: 

From $1500 to $3000 for those from 60 to 64 years old
From $1650 to $5000 for those 65 years and up
The tax credit will be refundable

Gradually reducing payroll taxes to bring them in line with the Canadian
average.

3 - A COMPETITIVE TAX REGIME FOR THE LABOUR FORCE
 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO : 
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The more we can prolong the useful life of a consumer product, the smaller its
ecological footprint becomes. The longer a product is used, the greater the
opportunity for recouping any damages to the environment caused by its
manufacture or disposal. 

Applying the QST to second-hand goods discourages their purchase, and this
harms the environment because the production of new consumer goods is a
potentially polluting process. 

The practice of applying the QST to the sale of second-hand goods affects our
society’s least advantaged population the most. 
Applying QST to the sale of second-hand goods amounts to double taxation,
since these goods were already taxed at the time of their original purchase.

Ending taxation on the resale of all used consumer goods, including
automobiles.

4 - TAXES ON SECOND-HAND PRODUCTS

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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SUMMARY

The Conservative Party of Quebec approaches things differently from the old
parties. The CPQ sees the market as a powerful tool, rather than an obstacle. We
must allow our entrepreneurs the freedom to act. By liberalizing the market, we
can accelerate the construction of low-cost housing. Housing itself is not in crisis,
save that it is subject to an outdated and inefficient regulatory model that nobody
anywhere wants to imitate. We need to remove the obstacles caused by
burdensome regulation in order to encourage the creation of new housing at
reasonable prices.

The old parties openly deplore the current problems in housing, but they pretend
not to understand the causes. Politicians have long obstructed a free and
productive housing market in favour of short-sighted electoral advantages,
pretending they can “protect” tenants from the vicissitudes of the market by
strengthening rent controls. The result of this opportunistic vision has been a
significant shortage of affordable housing.

We need to restore the equilibrium by making investment in rental properties
competitive with other investment alternatives, while continuing to provide
assistance to poorer tenants through the Housing Benefit program.

SECTION 2

FREEING UP INVESTMENT 
TO PROVIDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING
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There is a shortage of rental housing for people with modest incomes.
According to the CMHC, in 2020 the vacancy rate for affordable housing in
Montreal was only 1.6% for households with incomes under $25,000 (rents
under $625) and 1.4% for households between $25,000 and $36,000 (rents
between $625 and $899).

From 1996 to 2019, the average after-tax income of renters increased much
faster than the average rent in Quebec. 

According to the calculations of the Administrative Housing Tribunal, in 1985
amortization of the costs of major work on rental housing allowed for recovery
of the investment within 7.5 years. Fast-forward 35 years to 2021 and we find a
gradual deterioration has stretched this period of recovery to 43 years. This has
led to a real lack of interest in renovating, or even maintaining, rental housing.

Small landlords, in the majority in Quebec, are afraid of the Housing Tribunal
and hold back from proposing increases beyond the small ones
recommended by that body. Above all, they want to avoid going before the
Tribunal: they neither have lawyers, nor the time to waste. 

If rent-setting standards were less restrictive, investment in the rental market
would increase by 66% (from $3 billion to $5 billion). Housing would be in
better condition, better adapted to tenants’ needs, safer, and more energy
efficient. 

The cost of building a new low-income housing unit is at least 50% higher
than for a range of new private units of comparable capacity. Public
management provides fewer incentives to control costs, and low-cost housing
remains much more expensive to build than private housing. 

For the same amount of money, “per capita” subsidies can accommodate four
times as many beneficiaries as “per brick” subsidies. It makes much more sense
for governments to supplement rents for low-income families than to
subsidize so-called “social housing.”

DID YOU KNOW ?
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Tenants have the right to continuity in their living spaces and to be protected
against unfair rent increases.

Landlords need an incentive to maintain and improve their rental properties.

So-called “social” and subsidized housing is not a solution to all problems. This
type of housing does not solve the issues faced by the average tenant. It is,
however, a solution for people who have specific problems that the market
does not adequately address: motor disabilities, mental health and substance
abuse issues, very large families, and work disabilities. For all the rest, it
remains preferable to help them directly through existing housing allowances
or rent supplement programs. 

The state is a disinterested landlord that lacks the incentives to properly
maintain low-income housing units. We must help people with particular
problems, but it is better to do so through targeted allowances than by
subsidizing concrete. This will make it easier for tenants who are having
difficulty finding housing to choose the living environment that is right for
them. It will also save them from waiting for years on eligibility lists while the
people who find loopholes jump ahead of them. 

CONSERVATIVE VALUES
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Calling for a revision of the Regulation respecting the criteria for the fixing of
rent and entrust this responsibility to an economically oriented authority so
that it could assess the current situation free from the influence of politicians. 

Abolishing the recourse to rent review under Section G of the standard lease if
the true amount of the previous rent is included. This type of clause is found
only in Quebec, and nowhere else in Canada or the rest of the world. 

Exempting fully renovated dwellings from rent control for a period of five
years, in order to encourage landlords to upgrade their dwellings, after the
tenant has left, and to approach the work as a total refurbishment, rather than
doing renovations in a sketchy, piecemeal fashion. 

Exempting high rents from rent control. 

Improving housing benefits for the most economically disadvantaged tenants.

Opposing the maintenance of Lease registries, a costly and unnecessary
expense that has been abandoned by other jurisdictions.

Allowing for a security deposit of one- or two-months’ rent in a trust as is
customary throughout Canada, North America, and Europe. This voluntary
arrangement is intended to reduce the large losses incurred by landlords
when units are damaged and/or rents are not paid. This would also allow
tenants on social assistance to win the confidence of a prospective landlord.

1 - A RENT-SETTING METHOD THAT BENEFITS ALL PARTIES

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :

 

TWO CPQ COMMITMENTS REGARDING HOUSING
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Helping people who have specific problems in accessing the rental market,
and to do so through allowances within existing housing-benefit or rent-
supplement programs rather than subsidizing the construction of additional
low-income housing. Target better, manage less. 

Reducing the cost of building new rental housing, including low-income
housing. Significant savings could be achieved by relaxing construction
industry regulations and revising certain provisions of the Building Code that
unnecessarily restrict the versatility of workers on construction sites. In
addition, it is unreasonable to demand that older buildings be renovated to
the expensive standards of this Code.

2 - HELPING LOW-INCOME TENANTS, NOT SUBSIDIZING CONCRETE

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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SUMMARY

The COVID pandemic exposed the limitations and fragility of our health care
system and revealed to Quebecers the clear need for reform. With the aging of the
population due to accelerate over the next ten years and Quebecers requiring
more and more resources for care and accommodation, the system is headed
straight for an implosion. Doing nothing about it will endanger the population.
The CPQ is the only political party offering a credible road to reform, a solution
employing a mixed system in which the private and the public join forces. 

For decades now, Quebecers have endured the struggle of finding a family doctor
and the frustration of languishing on long waiting lists for surgery. The pandemic
has brought the system’s lack both of resources and structural flexibility into
sharp relief.

The current government has literally no credible proposals for Quebecers to
increase funding, improve the quality of facilities, or solve the labour shortage in
order to ameliorate our health care system in the future.

FOR A MODERN, EFFICIENT, AND UNIVERSAL HEALTH
CARE SYSTEM THROUGH DECENTRALIZATION AND

FREEDOM OF CHOICE
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Due to ideological biases, the potential role of the private sector in the health care
system has been neglected by successive governments, this despite the
considerable benefits it could yield through its ingenuity and innovation. 40 years
of successive reforms, restructurings, and reports have led to an endless string of
failures; it is time to consider other more modern and innovative solutions. 

Indeed, almost all developed countries allow parallel public and private health
care systems that compete with each other, as well as the option of taking out
supplementary insurance for medical and surgical procedures. 

In the monopolistic system we have inherited in Quebec, cost reductions are
achieved through the rationing of resources. In the rest of the world, things work
very differently. 

Countries with parallel systems include Switzerland, France, Germany, Sweden,
Denmark, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. Their health care systems all
achieve higher performance indices than Quebec’s in terms of surgical waiting
lists, specialized services, access to first line care and emergency room waiting
times. 

The CPQ is proposing that we draw inspiration from the best health care systems
in the world in order to modernize our own system, maintaining universal health
care coverage while making it more accessible by adding the talents and
resources of private entrepreneurship. Quebecers should be able to exercise their
freedom of choice. 
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Running Quebec’s current health care system costs nearly $1 billion per week
($50 billion per year). This represents 45% of the province’s total budget.

Quebec spends more than 13% of its GDP on health care, one of the highest
percentages among developed countries.

Despite these huge expenditures, Quebec’s health care performance is far
from satisfactory. According to pre-pandemic data, the median waiting time
for patients in Quebec emergency rooms was nearly 10 hours. In 2022, the
average wait time will have increased to 17 hours. In the meantime, more than
one in five Quebecers do not have a family doctor. 

The scarcity of health care resources leads to postponements of planned
operations at the risk of increasing hospital mortality rates, especially for
cancer cases.

Quebec and the rest of Canada are the only places in the developed world that
maintain a public monopoly on medical and surgical procedures. This is one of
the causes of the resource shortage in our health care system. In France, 50%
of all operations are performed in private hospitals.

Unlike almost all of its OECD peers, Quebec prohibits its physicians from
mixing private and public practice, thus reducing the supply of work available
to them.

At the organizational level, most transmission of health data in Quebec still
takes place via fax machine, an obsolete practice long abandoned by other
major Canadian provinces.

 DID YOU KNOW ?
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All Quebecers have the right to universal access to medically necessary care. 

Given the huge proportion of our taxes allocated to the health budget,
Quebecers are entitled to a health care system as modern and innovative as
those of many other developed countries.  

All Quebecers must have real, full, and complete access to medical treatment
and long-term care through appropriate insurance plans.

All Quebecers have the right to choose whether to be treated in the public or
private sector. 

Government should encourage healthy lifestyles by exempting youth sports
activities from taxation.

Our elders have given us our cultural heritage. They deserve respect and the
right to carry on their lives in dignity and with care appropriate to their needs,
whether at home or in a specialized institution. 

CONSERVATIVE VALUES

PAGE 27 
HEALTH CARE | CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF QUEBEC PLATFORM 2022 



Allowing physicians to maintain mixed public/private practices.

Launching pilot projects to outsource the administrative management of
some hospitals to experienced private providers.

Launching a pilot project establishing a fully private hospital.

Encouraging local and foreign investors to build new health care
infrastructure, with the goal of increasing funding for new resources and
expertise. 

Allowing for public insurance (RAMQ) to reimburse patients for private sector
medical care when public sector waiting times have been deemed
unreasonable in view of the level of urgency of the illness. Reimbursement
should also be provided whenever the cost of private services proves less
expensive than the equivalent care in the public sector.

Allowing every citizen the option to purchase private supplementary
insurance covering medical and surgical procedures. 

Allowing access, through these private insurance regimes, to a range of
additional services in order to meet the diverse needs of clients and to shorten
waiting lists within the public system. 

1 - MAKING MORE ROOM IN HEALTH CARE FOR ENTREPRENEURS AND THE
PRIVATE SECTOR 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :

SEVEN CPQ COMMITMENTS REGARDING HEALTH 
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Allowing all citizens the freedom to choose to take advantage of the coverage
offered by their private insurance plan, including for care already covered by
the RAMQ. A PCQ government would continue to offer all the coverage that
already exists to all those unwilling or unable to purchase private insurance, as
well as for any care not covered by such private plans. 

Ensuring that the costs of any supplementary insurance would be borne by
the patient, their employer, or their community.

Facilitating the emergence of this private insurance market using tax credits,
among other things, to reduce the effective premiums paid for insurance.
Eligibility for these tax credits will begin with the first dollar spent on private
insurance premiums for medical and surgical care offered by the private
sector.
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Changing the way many Quebec hospitals are funded by ending the fixed
budget system and instead allocating resources based on the number, and the
nature, of cases treated in previous years. This will involve the use of payment
scales per episode of care, based on the average costs of each medical
intervention.

2 - CHANGING THE WAY HOSPITALS ARE FUNDED

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :

Over the last 30 or more years, almost all developed countries have adopted
methods of financing their hospitals based on the services provided to patients.
Quebec will finally join their ranks. 

This approach allows the patient to become a source of revenue for the hospital,
rather than a source of expense, and provides powerful incentives for health care
providers to increase their responsiveness and efficiency. It promotes better
patient experiences as well as competition between hospitals that will strengthen
their focus on the customer. 
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Building one of the world’s most efficient computerized medical systems. 

Interconnection between the diverse platforms used in the health care
industry.

Rigorous security for confidential patient data.

Access to data essential to changing the way hospitals are funded.

3 - DIGITIZING QUEBEC’S HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

It is well established that Quebec’s health care system suffers from major
shortcomings in the communication of medical results, and that this hampers its
efficiency. Rapid transmission of information through digitization minimizes
administrative inefficiencies and is essential to the provision of timely, high-
quality patient care. 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :

This will be accomplished using the Alberta Netcare Portal (ANP) system, among
others. These will provide: 
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Increasing the number of medical school admissions to Quebec universities
from 300 to 500 per year, while taking into account the capacity of each
institution.

Increasing the number of “super nurses” to achieve a ratio comparable to that
of Ontario within its first term.

Expanding the scope of practice of many health care professionals including
nurses, pharmacists, and physiotherapists.

Accelerating the recognition of foreign diplomas and simplifying the
requalification of health professionals with training equivalent to North
American standards.  

Participating in international recruitment campaigns in order to attract
foreign professionals.

4 - INCREASING THE SUPPLY OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES

Quebec employs only 2.5 doctors per 1,000 inhabitants, a ratio less than half that
of many OECD countries. Furthermore, the province counts fewer than 900
specialized nurse practitioners, compared with nearly 3,500 in Ontario. This
situation shows that Quebec is failing to keep up with its peers in terms of the
provision of health care services. 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Significantly reducing the number of deputy and assistant deputy ministers in
the Ministry of Health and Social Services (MSSS).

Relocating the positions of Associate Executive Director (AED) of the CISSS
and CIUSS to local health care institutions, with one AED per hospital centre
and per CHSLD. They would have autonomy in the management of finances
and logistics for their institutions and would be encouraged to experiment
with new management processes. Their funding would come directly from the
MSSS, according to a funding method based on the services rendered to
patients. 

Relocating the position of Director of Professional Services (DPS) to each local
health care facility. The DPS would report to the local AED. 

Relocating the Council of Doctors, Dentists and Pharmacists to each local
health care institution.

Allowing more flexibility and freedom to the different regions to create their
own coordination agencies (CISSS and CIUSSS) in accordance with the specific
needs of each region. 

5 - DECENTRALIZING THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

The current health crisis has highlighted the fact that the ponderous bureaucracy
and hyper-centralization of the Quebec health care system do not allow for rapid,
efficient, and fluid communication between health care providers and the senior
administration. Our goal is to have decisions made as close as possible to the
communities being served.

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Providing Quebecers with the same level of insurance coverage as the best-
performing countries for both home care and long-term care, through either
public or private insurance. 

6 - RESPECTING AND RECOGNIZING OUR SENIORS

The CPQ would take its inspiration from the long-term care management models
used in the Netherlands, Japan, South Korea and Germany. Following reforms to
their health care systems, these countries have achieved the most effective
management systems for long-term care and chronic diseases. They have
introduced universal long-term care insurance for everyone over the age of 65, in
some cases with the option of taking out insurance from the age of 40. 

This type of insurance also includes access to home care when less severe losses
of autonomy occur, thus minimizing and postponing their coverage by more
costly institutional resources.

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Reaffirming and protecting the civil rights of Quebecers by enshrining in the
Public Health Act the primacy of the Quebec Charter of Rights and Freedoms
over any other legislative provision.

Requiring the agreement of 80% of all members of the National Assembly if
the government deems it necessary to extend a state of health emergency
beyond 30 days. This commitment would have to be reconfirmed every 30
days. 

Ensuring complete independence between the government and the National
Director of Public Health (NDPA), upon whom the title of Deputy Minister
could not be conferred. During a health emergency, all recommendations of
the NDPA and expert advisors should be made public at each renewal of the
state of health emergency, i.e., every 30 days. 

Ensuring full transparency with respect to the awarding of untendered
contracts. It would be mandatory to make these contracts public at each
period of renewal of the state of health emergency. 

7 - REFORMING THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT

During the recent health crisis, Quebecers were stripped of their civil rights and
individual freedoms, often without scientific justification or democratic approval.
Quebec must never slide in such a repressive and authoritarian direction again. 

The pandemic brought to light the extraordinary powers the government has
assumed by arrogating rights to itself without the consent of opposition parties,
and with no regard for the principles of democracy with respect to civil liberties
and the awarding of public contracts. Moreover, the lack of transparency in
decision-making by government and health authorities has generated significant
mistrust in a large portion of the population with respect to the measures taken
during the pandemic. 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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The CPQ promotes economic growth and rational consideration of the
respective advantages of different forms of transportation. 

Road congestion produces visible effects such as delays and pollution, but also
has more indirect effects such as significant reductions in economic
competitiveness. 

A 3rd link between the North and South shores in the Quebec City region is
essential. The CPQ rejects the costly tunnel project in favour of building a new
bridge east of Quebec City.

The tramway project, which does not have sufficient support, should be put on
hold, and replaced in the interim by free public transportation for the entire
region.

The CPQ will promote the extraction of natural gas in Quebec and its use for
winter heating at competitive prices. This will free up the electrical capacity
required for large fleets of electric vehicles. 

 SUMMARY

TRANSPORTATION CHOICES FOR QUEBECERS
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Fossil fuels account for 56% of energy consumption in Quebec, while electricity
accounts for 36%. Hydro-Québec’s energy surpluses (18 TWh in 2019) represent about
10.3% of Quebec’s annual electricity consumption. This amount is only sufficient to
increase the share of electricity in the province’s energy balance from 36% to 40%, not
to mention the fact that Hydro-Québec is negotiating to sell some of this surplus to
the northeastern United States. 

Heating with natural gas instead of electricity would allow Quebec to free up a
significant amount of electricity and would facilitate the electrification of other
sectors of our economy. 

Quebec’s electrical potential is estimated at just over 80,000 MW, double what is
currently being produced. The entire Quebec economy could be powered by
harnessing all of Quebec’s rivers, rapids, and waterfalls, but social and political
pressures and the aquatic reserve status of large rivers are likely to remain barriers to
achieving any such objective. 

In addition, electrical energy has some disadvantages: unlike fossil fuels, which can be
stored, electricity has to be used when it is produced, and produced when it is
needed. 

CO2 accounts for more than three quarters of greenhouse gas emissions and the
transportation sector is by far the largest contributor. 

The manufacture of electric vehicles requires the input of strategic minerals (copper,
nickel, lithium, cobalt, etc.) for which both price and demand are increasing.

The CPQ promotes economic growth and rational consideration of the advantages
and disadvantages of different forms of transportation. 

We always consider the needs of the elderly, of families, and of people in more rural
areas who are more dependent on their cars for travel and shopping. 

Market mechanisms are far more proficient than any government interventionism or
economic protectionist efforts at identifying the entrepreneurs developing the best
technologies and the most cost-effective processes.

DID YOU KNOW ? 

CONSERVATIVE VALUES
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Delivering this 3rd link at the lowest possible cost. 

1 - SAYING YES TO A 3RD LINK

Traffic congestion in the Quebec City area must be reduced. In addition to the
daily inconvenience, this congestion leads to increased pollution and losses in
economic efficiency.

A 3rd link between the North and South shores is needed for the sake of the
quality of life of residents and for the economic development of the National
Capital Region.

A 3rd link will allow for the development of rail and marine networks in the
industrial sectors of the South Shore. This will address current issues related to air
quality, noise impacts and the growth of trucking in urban residential areas.

The bypass planned in the 1970s was never completed, and large trucks can no
longer drive on the old Quebec City bridge. 

The present government’s tunnel project is far too expensive and lacks any
backing by public studies. Furthermore, it would not allow for the transport of
dangerous goods.

In its place, the CPQ favours construction of a new bridge connecting the South
Shore with the east side of Île d’Orléans, in line with the bridge that already links
the other side of the island to the North Shore. This is the most economical
solution, and it will produce benefits for the entire region. Since the North Shore
Bridge is at the end of its life and planning has already begun for its replacement,
it is reasonable to use the same concept for a second bridge to the south. The
road linking the two bridges should be designed to eliminate any nuisance to
Islanders. 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO : 

FIVE CPQ COMMITMENTS 
FOR MORE EFFICIENT TRANSPORTATION
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Placing a moratorium on the tramway project, which needs to be re-evaluated from
top to bottom.

2 - DECLARING A MORATORIUM ON THE QUEBEC CITY TRAMWAY PROJECT 

In 2021, the estimated costs of the tramway were revised upwards by more than 20%,
turning it into a $4 billion project. At $207 million per kilometre according to current
estimates, it would be the most expensive tram in the world. 
 
This tramway project has never been the subject of any transparent public debate and
has therefore never received any clearly expressed democratic support. The most recent
public opinion surveys indicate that a clear majority of citizens in the Quebec City region
are opposed to the project.
 
The proposed tramway would have multiple detrimental impacts on the urban fabric of
Quebec City: a raised concrete slab, a network of electrical wires and the felling of more
than 1000 mature trees. The loss of more than 1,200 parking spaces will seriously penalize
motorists as well as the many businesses that will become more difficult to access. 

The tramway project adds nothing to the existing supply of public transport in Quebec
City: for the most part, the tramway will simply duplicate the Metrobus lines that are
already working very well.

The projected increases in ridership are entirely hypothetical, as public transit use in
Quebec City, like everywhere else, has declined significantly since the beginning of the
health crisis. Furthermore, the project specifications do not account for the impacts
telecommuting will have on the region’s public transport needs in the future.
 
With a top speed of only 21 km/h, the proposed tram will travel even more slowly than
today’s buses, a fact which is certainly not likely to encourage its use. 
 
The project also faces questions related to the winter conditions in Quebec City. Similar
issues affecting the Ottawa tramway provide cause for worry. Moreover, the current
configuration of the project suggests a major possibility of serious problems related to
snow removal from the tramway lane. 
 
For all these reasons, it seems obvious that the present tramway project does not fit well
at all with what Quebec City and the surrounding regions need for their development. 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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3 - MAKING PUBLIC TRANSPORT FREE IN THE QUEBEC CITY AREA

The CPQ is proposing to make public transit free in the Quebec City region. This
would be a pilot project that would run for several years, enough time to evaluate
user-interest. 
Free public transportation is an idea that is gaining ground in Quebec and about a
dozen municipalities have already implemented it. In France, more than one city
in four has already chosen this option.

The CPQ is proposing a moratorium of several years in which to rethink the
tramway project. During this period, it makes sense to propose some bold
alternatives for public transit in the Quebec City region. The most appropriate
measure is implementation of a pilot project providing free public transportation
to the Quebec City region. In order to promote interconnection between the
South Shore and the North Shore, we propose to include Lévis in this pilot project
and, in keeping with this spirit of cooperation, it would be logical also to include
the Portneuf, Boischatel and Côte-de-Beaupré-Île d’Orléans public transit
networks. 

According to the most recent data, making travel free in the Quebec City region
would require an investment of about $80 million ($69 million for Quebec City
and $6.5 million for Lévis, to which must be added a few million for Boischatel
and Côte-de-Beaupré-Île d’Orléans). This is a very modest sum in comparison with
the $4 billion expenditure planned for the tramway (which does not account for
probable cost overruns and unforeseen maintenance costs). 
 
Unlike the tramway, which would take at least six years to build, free public
transportation can be introduced without delay, allowing citizens to benefit from
it immediately. 

PAGE 41 
TRANSPORTATION | CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF QUEBEC PLATFORM 2022 



Making public transport completely free as a pilot project for the Quebec City
region.

Making travel free will increase the speed of the buses by eliminating the
payment stage of boarding. 
 
In addition, the program will reduce administration costs for the Quebec City and
Lévis transit systems by eliminating the management of user fees. 

Free transit would put money back into the pockets of our low-income citizens,
many of whom use public transportation exclusively. Based on the price of a
regular monthly pass, this would represent an annual savings of approximately
$1000 per person.
 
At various times of day, buses in much of the Quebec City area run empty.
Taxpayers are therefore paying for a service that is underused. Making it free
would allow us to measure the population’s true interest in public transit. If
people do not use it even when it is free, they will probably not use other forms of
public transportation either. Conversely, if the free pilot project leads to a
significant increase in the use of public transport, we can draw useful conclusions
for future development of the network.
 
This pilot project may serve as an inspiration, leading the way for similar programs
in other cities in Quebec. 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :  

PAGE 42 
TRANSPORTATION | CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF QUEBEC PLATFORM 2022 



4 - PROGRESSIVE ELECTRIFICATION OF TRANSPORT 

The CPQ is in favour of the electrification of transportation and is committed to
financing this progressively by harnessing our natural gas resources following the
example of Norway, a country that has had great success in becoming one of the
most electrified countries in Europe through responsible and judicious use of its
oil and gas resources. 

From an economic perspective, Quebec enjoys a comparative advantage due to
low-cost hydroelectricity. 

This can function as a driver of Quebec’s energy autonomy, because we both
control our electricity production, and possess the expertise necessary to increase
it.

The electrification of transport will make it possible to drastically reduce not only
greenhouse gas emissions, but also the particulates hazardous to the health of
our urban citizens. Electric vehicles such as buses, light trucks and SUVs also offer
new possibilities for urban development, especially near busy highways and
boulevards. 

A CPQ government will implement favourable legislative, fiscal, and economic
frameworks to help our entrepreneurs remain competitive. 

We must embark on this path in a responsible manner, without making hasty
decisions or getting caught up in fads. Electrification of the various forms of
transportation must proceed in step with achievement of the necessary economic
and technological preconditions. 

Quebec possesses many natural resources that serve as inputs to the production
of electric transportation, and the coming conversion will provide a stimulus for
entrepreneurs in all regions of the province. Electrification will lead to increased
demand for electricity generation as well as for the manufacture of batteries and
other electrical equipment.
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The progressive electrification of transportation and to financing it by
harnessing our natural gas resources. 

However, Quebec is already experiencing a labour shortage with respect to
electrical and electronic engineers and technicians. We must therefore make a
real effort to increase training in these areas. 

The main obstacle to the electrification of transportation is Hydro-Québec’s
capacity to produce electricity. Steady increases in electrically powered private
vehicles and public transport, not to mention in our electricity exports, will
require either building new dams, which is a longer-term option, or the
conversion of some portion of our heating to natural gas. Otherwise, the winter
peak may force people to choose between heating their homes or driving their
electric cars! 

Only the CPQ possesses the will and vision needed to surmount these obstacles.
The use of competitively priced natural gas must be encouraged for winter
heating, and to do this we will have to tap into Quebec’s available natural gas.
Known reserves will be sufficient to meet our needs for at least the next 40 years
and would require only a small number of new pipelines. This solution for our
future is both realistic and desirable.

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Adopting the 85th percentile rule, which states that the speed limit on roads
should not be lower than the speed at which 85% of motorists travel on
average. 

Installing intelligent road signs on major highways to vary the speed limit on
Quebec highways in accordance with changing conditions.

Raising the speed limit to 120 km/h where road conditions and lighting allow
this to be done safely. 

 5 - MODULATING SPEEDS ON OUR HIGHWAYS

Speed limits do not motivate motorists to reduce their driving speeds.

Artificially low speed limits are becoming an excuse to give out tickets in order to
finance governments.

Speed limits on highways in Alberta, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Ontario
have all been set at 110 km/h.

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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SUMMARY

The CPQ recognizes the effects of human activity on the global climate, but
proposes to set targets for the reduction of greenhouse gases that are realistic and
thus achievable. We would introduce realistic GHG reduction targets to inspire
real action.

The recent upheavals in international fossil fuel markets provide an additional
opportunity to increase Quebec’s prosperity, while at the same time helping
Europe to diversify its energy supply.

It is perfectly possible to continue growing our economy while maintaining
respect for the environment, particularly through innovation, sustainable
development, and the protection of natural habitats. Economic growth should
not be seen to be in opposition with protection of the environment. Such a
dogma is neither realistic, nor logical.

Anyone who undertakes to develop resources in Quebec must be able to do so
within a stable and predictable legislative framework.

To facilitate the acceptance of natural resource development in a given locality,
region or territory of Quebec, we believe that a portion of the royalties should be
allocated to the communities within it.

FOR REALISTIC MANAGEMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
AND OUR NATURAL RESOURCES
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The vast majority of scientists acknowledge the effects of human activity on
the global climate. 

Quebec continually misses its targets for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions by setting unreasonable goals in the absence of any concrete
actions with the potential to achieve them.

Many experts, including environmentalists, are beginning to point out the
unrealistic nature of these targets which undermine their own credibility, as
well as public support for the measures, by calling for overly drastic reductions
in GHGs.

These same experts recommend a more realistic, rational, and innovation-
based approach.

People are projected to continue consuming oil and gas for decades to come
and the war in Ukraine has highlighted the importance of energy autonomy
for individual nations. 

The war in Ukraine has also underscored the critical importance of supporting
European countries in the diversification of their energy supplies.

Norway has proven that it is possible to develop fossil fuel resources at the
same time as investing in GHG reduction through, for example, the
electrification of transportation and increasing energy efficiency. 

Enormous gas resources are accessible in the St. Lawrence Lowlands,
representing one of the only major discoveries on the planet left untapped.

The environmental impact of mining in Quebec has improved significantly
over the past century and we now have some of the world’s most stringent
environmental regulations.

DID YOU KNOW ?
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All Quebecers must be able to live in a healthy environment. This includes air,
water, and soil.

The preservation of our homes, our local roots, our common heritage, the land,
the landscapes, and the beauty of the world for future generations must be
the among the inspirations for a green conservatism. 

Human beings remain at the centre of our concerns. People do not just
consume resources, but also create them through work, invention, and
production. This is what gives us confidence in the future. Human ingenuity
places us in a unique position in nature. Our capacity for innovation, together
with the values of responsibility, have helped us build societies in which we
are living better and better.

Some of the most important contributions to the planet in recent history have
come from the knowledge and institutions that our Western societies have
developed in order to solve the numerous problems they have faced. 

It is perfectly possible to continue growing our economy while maintaining
respect for the environment, particularly through innovation, sustainable
development, and the protection of natural habitats. Economic growth should
not be seen to be in opposition to protection of the environment. Such a
dogma is neither realistic, nor logical.

The most important legacy of a society is not its reserve of non-renewable
resources; our natural wealth will be worthless if it simply remains in the
ground. These resources, which we can continue to use for generations to
come, can indeed be used responsibly by, for example, reinvesting them in
GHG reduction and the electrification of transportation.  

From the CPQ’s perspective on the environmental health of the planet, our
society now has more researchers and innovators—and better networked with
each other—than ever before in history. The exciting pace of scientific
discovery is accelerating and will generate further advancements and
practical opportunities through the rest of the century. These will vastly
increase our ability to respond to the environmental challenges we face.
Adaptation to changes will always be possible, and even more so tomorrow
than today. We are therefore focusing on realistic, logical, and gradual
measures for reduction and adaptation as changes in our environment are
actually observed, and this includes any beneficial changes. 

CONSERVATIVE VALUES
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All people of good will can also have a real impact by practising local
grassroots environmentalism. Individual responsibility can be exercised by
reducing waste, travelling outside peak hours, recycling and reusing, and
whenever possible walking or cycling instead of driving to help reduce micro-
particle emissions, smog and waste that directly affect our surroundings.
These are all concrete gestures that can add up to a real contribution.

All Quebecers stand to benefit from a realistic approach to today’s
environmental challenges. Fear of an uncertain cataclysm cannot justify
calling into question our entire way of life and civilization itself. It makes more
sense to grow our economy as much as possible now so that we may better
cope with the consequences of any climate changes, rather than damaging
our economy and compromising our ability to adapt in the future. 

Anyone who undertakes to develop resources in Quebec must be able to do so
within a stable and predictable legislative framework.

To facilitate the acceptance of natural resource development in any part of
Quebec, it is appropriate that a portion of the royalties should be allocated to
the communities affected by development projects.
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Promoting diligent environmental assessments based on existing best
practices in Quebec and elsewhere.

Fostering a balanced approach to weighing the potential risks and benefits of
a given action. 

Encouraging the exploration and development of natural resources, such as
natural gas in the Utica Shale, provided that the following three principles are
respected :

Agreement among local communities, including indigenous ones. 
Minimization of air and water pollution, both on the surface and
underground.
Planning for site restoration.

1 - MAKING THE MOST OF OUR NATURAL RESOURCES

The extraction and processing of natural resources have contributed significantly
to the wealth of every region of Quebec. Strengthening Quebec’s energy
autonomy, particularly in the context of the war in Ukraine, will enable it to
procure fossil fuels that are less polluting and more affordable than those
produced in other less environmentally responsible parts of the world.

There are clear economic and social costs to delaying material progress and
development of our natural resources. Many of the countries that are prospering
the most are investing in the protection of their environment, most notably
Norway. 

A CPQ government will reverse the misguided and counterproductive decisions of
the current government which has reneged on its promises to harness our natural
resources.

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :

SEVEN CPQ COMMITMENTS REGARDING 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE ENVIRONMENT
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Supporting the re-launch of the Quebec LNG project in collaboration with all
stakeholders and with a guarantee that the environmental protections already
established in the original project are maintained. 

2 - RELAUNCHING THE QUEBEC LNG PROJECT

Opponents of the LNG-Quebec project chose to limit their analysis of its
ecological impacts only to the impacts at the local level. By failing to consider the
large, offsetting positive impacts on the reduction of GHGs at the global level,
their tunnel vision enabled a decision highly detrimental to Quebec’s economic
development. The war in Ukraine has reminded us of the importance of
supporting European countries looking to reduce their dependence on coal. In
addition, the LNG project is essential to diversifying the Saguenay economy and
would create thousands of jobs.

The CPQ believes that the benefits are clear, not only for the local communities,
but also for Quebec, Canada, and Europe, which would all benefit from a new
source of fuel that burns cleaner and emits less GHG than the energy sources
currently used by these countries. Furthermore, by initiating natural gas
production in Quebec, the venture would benefit from a reliable and nearby
source for their natural gas liquefaction project. 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Encouraging environmental entrepreneurship.

Facilitating, guiding, and encouraging private companies in the responsible
development of natural resources and of innovative projects in environmental
technologies and GHG reduction.

Investing in developmental infrastructure for the implementation of major
mining or energy projects.

Making the environment one of the driving forces, among others, of our
economic development, with better control of industrial and agricultural
wastes and with carbon capture, a promising technology that allows for
environmentally friendly exploitation of resources.

Gradually phasing out subsidies for electric vehicles, for which commercial
viability is now assured.

Gradually phasing out subsidies for biofuels, an energy source that has not
demonstrated environmental benefits. 

Desisting from the promotion of inefficient, and even harmful, public
investment policies, one example of which was the subsidy to McInnis Cement
through which the Quebec government contributed to the creation of the
province’s largest GHG emitter. 

3 - ENCOURAGING ENVIRONMENTAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The best technologies for preserving the environment will arise from research and
innovation in a competitive market.

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Re-evaluating the government’s approach to GHG reduction targets. 

Putting in place a concrete, innovative and constructive action plan based on
a realistic approach.

4 - SETTING REALISTIC REDUCTION TARGETS

In view of the unrealistic GHG reduction targets that have been continually
missed historically, it is important that we develop a new, more grounded and
logical approach consisting of concrete, constructive and innovative measures. 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Demanding the abolition of the federal carbon tax while establishing a Carbon
Exchange in Quebec. 

Putting the proceeds of the current taxes into a Generations Fund. If rising
temperatures justify climate mitigation measures, these funds will be available
for future generations. 

Thoroughly review the mission of the Green Fund and require transparent
accounting to eliminate ineffective projects.

5 - DEMANDING THE ABOLITION OF THE FEDERAL CARBON TAX

The federal and provincial governments have been implementing carbon
exchanges in Quebec, and setting the price of carbon by fiat, since 2013.
Unfortunately, the carbon tax revenues that have been generated have too often
been used to fund unnecessary projects and to solve problems with insufficient
evidence for their dynamics. Quebec must govern its own Carbon Exchange and
have priority over the federal price for carbon. 

When the amount of greenhouse gas (GHG) emitted by Quebec is seen from a
global perspective, it is clear that meeting the province’s targets would have
practically no effect at all on the climate. Canadian GHG emissions represented
1.6% of global emissions in 2013 (the most recent year for which data is available).

Since Quebec emits only about 11% of Canada’s GHGs, it can be estimated that
the province is responsible for about 0.18% (18 hundredths of 1%) of total global
emissions. This tiny proportion is probably overestimated, since Canada’s share of
the world total has been declining in recent years, as has Quebec’s share of
Canada’s emissions. 

Between 2005 and 2013 alone, China’s emissions increased by 559 million tonnes
of CO2 equivalent each year. In comparison, Quebec’s total reduction target for
the period from 1990 to 2020 is just 17.3. In other words, China cancels out
Quebec’s entire 30-year reduction target in just 11.5 days !

Within Canada, Quebec is a model province. It boasts the lowest per capita
emissions in the country; on average each Quebecer produces half as much GHG
as the average Canadian. Quebec also came second among all the provinces for
achieving the largest reductions in its per capita emissions between 1990 and
2016.

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Revising the royalty system to allow the communities concerned to receive
their share of these revenues and to develop the local economy.

Paying a portion of mining royalties to the Generations Fund or to structural
and environmental projects, notably the electrification of transport. 

Encouraging an upgrade of Hydro-Québec’s productivity based on
international standards.

Stopping the use of this state-owned company for the distribution of
subsidies.

Phasing out the subsidy of preferential rates for wind-generated electricity. 

Providing targeted incentives to save energy and reward responsible
consumers. 

6 - ESTABLISHING FAIRER MINING ROYALTIES 

Every mining operation has direct impacts on the community in which its
production takes place. Royalties can be a good source of income and serve as a
reserve for the post-mining period. 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :

7 - REINFORCING HYDRO-QUÉBEC’S MISSION 

Hydro-Québec is a source of pride for Quebecers and produces some of the
cleanest energy available. However, Hydro-Québec could improve its productivity
and bring it up to the level of other similar companies in North America in order
to maximize its benefits to all Quebecers. The electricity markets of the United
States and Ontario present significant opportunities to sell our surplus energy. 

Hydro-Québec subsidizes wind turbines to the tune of $1 billion a year for
intermittent, inefficient energy produced by equipment that is highly polluting to
manufacture and recycle. 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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TIME TO GIVE QUEBECERS A CHOICE

SUMMARY

Raising a family in Quebec should be a pleasure and an accomplishment free
from unnecessary complications. But, as it turns out, rigid and inefficient
bureaucratic structures can sometimes make it far more convoluted and
expensive than it needs to be. 

Quebec’s model of family assistance is discriminatory and penalizes many
children and parents. By opting for a quasi-monopoly on childcare, the Liberal, PQ
and CAQ governments have all neglected the differences inherent in the
situations of each family unit, reduced the diversity of solutions available, and
even spawned a new waiting list ! 

A Conservative government will give parents more choices and end the state’s
mismanagement of early childhood services. 

A Conservative government will also change the way schools are funded in order
to democratize school choice for parents. School funding will flow through the
parents. It should not be up to our children to adapt to a rigid system. Rather, it
should be up to the system to provide alternatives that rise to the diverse needs of
families. 
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The Ministère de la Famille has proven incapable of creating new childcare
spaces quickly enough to meet demand.

The shortage of childcare spaces disproportionately affects women and
exacerbates the existing labour shortage.

Numerous studies have demonstrated that parents’ employment rates can be
improved—and at lower cost to the taxpayer—by funnelling support directly to
families in lieu of subsidizing large bureaucratic structures. 

Because of the cumbersome bureaucracy, it takes at least three years to build
a public childcare centre (CPE). 

The birth rate in Quebec has been below the threshold for population renewal
since about 1970. It now stands at about 1.5 children per woman. 

The state of our schools is deteriorating. 53% of them are in poor or very poor
condition, school dropout rates are increasing, and teachers are leaving the
profession at an unsustainable pace. 

Vocational training is being neglected and Quebec is suffering from labour
shortages in many skilled trades, including electrical, welding, carpentry,
plumbing, IT, and logistics fields. 

Many developed countries, such as Denmark, Sweden, the United States and
New Zealand, have successfully adopted a competitive approach to school
funding. 

Numerous and repeated violations of freedom of expression in Quebec’s
CEGEPs and universities were documented during the Cloutier Commission’s
hearings on academic freedom in the university environment.

DID YOU KNOW ? 
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Education is a key element for success in life and a represents a crucial stage in
the younger generation’s journey to personal autonomy. We must therefore do
everything possible to make it easier to raise a family in Quebec so that we
may foster the development of happy and accomplished citizens. 

The strength and influence of a people depends on education as a catalyst for
individual autonomy and fulfilment. The realization of one individual’s full
potential is also closely linked to the ability of every individual among us to
earn a good living and to make good use of the skills they have developed
primarily through education. 

The family is the most fundamental institution in our society and the
backbone of our nation. A nation is a family of families! When this core
institution is under strain, the resilience of the entire nation is weakened. 

All children should have access to a system of childcare that stimulates and
challenges them, thereby promoting healthy development. 

Parents must have the freedom to send their children to the childcare centre
of their choice. 

Rather than subsidizing one-size-fits-all services, the state should support
parents and families directly wherever possible. This will foster a market for
services that is able to respond more quickly and effectively to the specific
needs expressed by families themselves. 

Quebecers are justified in expecting government to spend taxpayer money
responsibly to create childcare spaces, rather than allowing their ideological
biases to favour one sector over another. 

Competition and diversity in education and childcare systems will lead to a
network that is more flexible, more successful, and more attractive to
educators.

CONSERVATIVE VALUES
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By redirecting resources and decision-making power to the people who work
most directly with students, i.e., principals, teachers, and parents, we can
ensure that the best possible decisions are made in the interests of the
students and their success. 

A government that truly values the success of young people does not
implement levelling-down policies, but rather encourages a culture of effort
and discipline while nurturing the self-actualization of the children and
students.

Diversity in the educational environment must also include the diversity of
ideas. Freedom of expression is a value that must be firmly defended.
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Providing a voucher worth $200 per eligible child per week to cover the cost
of childcare. By the end of the CPQs first term, this program will allow parents
to choose the childcare option that suits them best, be it a private daycare, a
home daycare, or a CPE. 

Issuing this voucher to either parent of the child, provided at least one parent
is working full-time. A proportional voucher will be provided to those working
part-time. 

Increasing the $8.70 per day that parents currently pay for subsidized private
daycare, or a CPE, as the childcare voucher increases to $200. This will reduce
the amount of subsidy paid to subsidized daycares and to CPEs. The voucher
will be phased in over four years, eventually replacing public funding for CPEs
and subsidized childcare services, as well as advance reimbursements for
childcare costs. When the voucher reaches $200 per week per child, the rate
for daily childcare will be deregulated, and childcare centres will be able to set
their own price for services. 

Allowing any qualified person to open a childcare centre in accordance with
government standards, provided that they are able to self-finance the service
offered. Waiting lists will quickly disappear while competition between
centres will allow parents more choice in the hours and nature of services
offered. 

1 - THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO MAKING THE CHILDCARE SYSTEM ACCESSIBLE TO
ALL 
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Maintaining the family allowance program in full and increase it annually in
line with the cost of living and inflation. 

Providing an additional tax credit for households that give birth to, or adopt,
more than two children. 

Facilitating adoption processes for citizens wishing to act as foster families for
children placed under the authority of the DYP, thus promoting the primacy of
parents.  

Abolishing the transfer tax on the purchase of a home for families with two or
more minor children (this program will only be available once per household).

Intervening at the municipal level to reduce the restrictiveness of rules
regarding the construction, development, or conversion for resale of
intergenerational homes.

Increasing substantially the caregiver tax credit to the level of the costs that
the state would have to bear if the person in question were housed in an
institution.

2 - THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING FAMILY SOLIDARITY

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Introducing an education voucher system that allows all parents to choose the best
school for their children, whether that be private or public. As a result, the schools
that offer the best training and that are best adapted to the needs of the pupils will be
favoured by the parents. This will improve the quality of service for all families,
including children from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Promoting school autonomy by increasing the responsibility of the school boards to
transform them into true governing bodies, and by allowing school principals to
exercise full leadership in both pedagogy and administration. Management of the
hiring and supervision of teachers, specialists and support staff will be entrusted to
the school principals in collaboration with the existing service centres. 

Launching a major initiative promoting literacy and the quality of the French
language.

Encouraging private investment in education, such as in health and ventilation
systems, in order to upgrade our school facilities more quickly and efficiently. A CPQ
government will also encourage the establishment of charter schools. These schools
promote parental accountability, the service of special needs, both private and
community investment, and are found everywhere else in North America.  

Increasing school maintenance budgets and set up a province-wide initiative for the
creation of new and modern schools, and for the renovation of schools still in
acceptable condition.  

Ensuring that air and water quality in schools meets the highest standards.  

Implementing a strategy to increase graduation rates, particularly in vocational and
technical fields, in order to meet employers’ expectations and catch up with the
averages in other developed countries. 

Changing student loan and bursary programs in order to stop penalizing students
who are also working.

Offering enhancements to scholarships, loan repayment programs, etc., for students
working in essential and understaffed sectors such as agriculture, elder care, health
care, etc. 

3 - THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO SERVING THE DIVERSITY OF EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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Defending freedom of expression in universities by strengthening student
democracy. Law 32 on the accreditation and financing of student associations
will be amended so that all students, whether full- or part-time, will have the
opportunity to elect their executives and accredit their representative
associations via secret ballot over the internet. This provision will limit the use
of funds by certain associations that lack any clear mandate from the students
despite being funded primarily through fees collected at registration. At
present these associations have access to large sums of money that they use
to subsidize causes that are often external to student life, while muzzling
debates and speakers they disapprove of. It is these same groups that impose
illegal strikes on students, depriving them of a normal academic career.
Strengthening student democracy will limit these abuses and foster a
healthier intellectual climate in our colleges and universities. 

Guaranteeing academic freedom within higher education by committing
universities to the prompt establishment of committees monitoring freedom
of expression. A thorough assessment of the activities of these committees will
be produced before the end of the CPQ’s first mandate in order to make any
necessary adjustments. 

4- THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO PROTECTING FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND
ACADEMIC FREEDOM 

THE CPQ IS COMMITTED TO :
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