Article 20 - Tentative Agreement 11/11/23 1pm

i

Article 20 - Tentative Agreement 11/11/23 1pm

ARTICLE 20
REDUCTION IN STAFF/LAYOFF

20.1 Notification of Reduction in Force/Layoff

20.1.1

20.1.2

In the event a layoff of professional educators is required during the course of the school year, the
District shall notify the Association and the affected professional educators sixty (60) calendar
days prior to the effective layoff date. If the layoff is to become effective the subsequent year, the
District shall notify the Association as soon as the layoff decision is made.

Along with the notification, the District shall provide the Association with all relevant data,
including but not limited to a seniority listing of professional educators in the areas of licensure or
classification in which the layoff is required. The District shall schedule at least one (1) meeting
annually with the Association to review the staffing process.

20.1.3. The District shall first determine the program(s) or area(s) scheduled for reduction or elimination.

20.1.3.1  The District shall provide an announcement to professional educators in those areas in

which the layoff must occur, offering the opportunity for professional educators who
would not otherwise be laid off, to voluntarily apply for one (1) year unpaid leaves of
absence. A professional educator who volunteers for such leave and has ten (10) years of
service with the District shall continue to receive District paid medical/dental benefits for
up to one (1) year. Upon written request, such leave may be extended for an additional
year providing the layoff condition remains in effect. Such professional educators shall
have the same rights to return to the District as professional educators returning from
leaves of absence.

20.1.3.1 The provisions of ORS 342.934(2) (a) and (b) relating to transferring professional educators

and combining positions to avoid layoff shall apply.

20.1.4 Technology

If during the term of this Agreement bargaining unit positions are to be eliminated due to
technology, the District will first notify the Association of such possibility and allow opportunity
for discussions of other options which may be available, including retraining.

20.2  Lay-off

20.2.1

20.2.2

Excepl as required by ORS 342.934&D)-as it perlains Lo cultural competency and
linguistic ability. Professional educators shall be laid off according to length of continuous
service with the District provided that those professional educators who are retained are both
competent or will qualify as competent, and hold necessary licensure from TSPC or necessary
certification or licensure under other professional disciplines. Length of service (seniority) shall be
based on the first day of actual service with the School District. Leaves shall not be considered as
interruptions of continuous service. If two or more professional educators have the same first date
of actual service, seniority shall be determined by predetermined lot (done prior to the effective
notice of layoff). Professional educators of less than half-time shall not be used to supplant
professional educators who are half-time or more.

Competence shall be defined as the ability to teach a subject or grade level based on recent
teaching experience related to that subject, as further defined by Appendix D, or grade level within
the last five years, or educational altainments eobtaimments, or both, but not based solely on
being licensed to teach. The District shall consider a professional educator’s willingness to
undergo additional training or pursue additional education in deciding upon questions of
competence. Grade level shall mean the grade levels PK-8, or 6-12. For the purpose of the articles
on layoff and transfer, Behavior Management Specialists, Student Services Specialists, Child
Development Specialists, Social Workers, School Psychologists, Audiologists, Special Education,
English as a Second Language, and Bilingual Programs shall be considered as “subjects.” For the
purpose of the articles on layoff on transfer, a Bilingual Program is defined as a program where
50% or more of student instruction is in a language other than English.
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20.2.3 Professional educators who do not have recent experience in the subject or grade level where th&y™
seek to be retained may nevertheless qualify as competent if they have completed recent (within
the most recent five years) training that is agreed upon by both the district and the professional
educator as adequate preparation for the assignment or are willing to complete training applicable
to that subject or grade level. TOSAs, mentor teachers, and other specialists who work primarily
with adults shall qualify as being competent in the subject area or grade level that they previously
occupied within PPS even if they have been out of the position that primarily provides direct
service to students for longer than five years. This provision shall also apply to released-time PAT
officers.

20.2.4 If the professional educator asserts a right to be retained in a position(s) where he/she they has
not had recent training or experience as defined above, the District and professional educator shall
review the professional educator’s training and experience to that date and determine the course
of training to be completed. The District shall reimburse the professional educator for tuition
according to Section 21.2.2 for any credit hours required by the District in this retraining plan.
Professional educators may use their 12 hours of tuition reimbursement for a two-year period
without limit in any one year for coursework required by the retraining plan. If the District and
professional educator mutually agree, mentoring or other educational opportunities may be
substituted for all or part of the college or District in-service credit required. The District shall
provide final notification of the training or additional education requirements to be required and
the timeline required, and the professional educator shall either accept the training as a condition
of accepting the position or shall decline and thus be laid off.

20.2.5 Following the implementation of a layoff, the District may administratively transfer professional
educators in accordance with Article 18 who remain as necessary to meet staffing needs.

20.2.6 If a professional member is to be/is fully or partially laid off and a portion of an assignment
becomes available for which the professional educator is licensed and competent, the District shall
assign the FTE to the professional educator or offer to recall the professional educator to that
portion of the assignment. Professional educators who are partially laid off (have reduced FTE)
shall have recall right to the portion of their position that was reduced However the District may
reduce and/or increase FTE bebween—5und—-66—67und-o4undfor—F5-and—99 lollowing
Article 7 part-time I'TE flueluation without this resultlng ina layoff.

20.2.7 No bargaining unit position in the District shall be considered “vacant” for purposes of ORS
342.845(5) if filling the position with a non-extended administrator would cause another
professional educator to be laid off, or if there is a professional educator on the recall list who
would otherwise be entitled to be recalled to that position.

20.3  Layoff Bepefits

20.3.1 The District shall provide medical benefits to professional educators who are laid off for a period
of three (3) months following the month in which their coverage would otherwise end. The laid off
professional educator may then continue medical benefits at their own expense in accordance with
the provisions established by the Health and Welfare Trust.

20.3.2 Professional educators covered by this article shall be given consideration for work as a substitute;
such will not affect the professional educators’ recall rights.

20.4 Recall

20.4.1 Professional educators who are laid off shall have the responsibility when asked originally to notify
the District of their interest in and willingness to be recalled. They must reaffirm such interest by
notification to the District’'s Human Resources Department, in writing, if asked, on or before April
1 of every year for three (3) years following their effective date of layoff.

20.4.2 Professional educators who are laid off shall be recalled to positions they are licensed and have
competence or will qualify as competent (as defined in Section 20.2) to fill when a vacancy occurs, in
the order of most senior first.

20.4.3 A professional educator who has been laid off may refuse one (1) job offer without loss of recall rights.

20.4.4 Professional educators who are recalled for an FTE amount less than their FTE amount at the time of
layoff may decline the position and remain on the recall list until another position becomes available
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that is comparable in FTE to the position at the time of layoff. A member on lay-off who accepts’:'f‘
lower FTE job offer, shall remain on the recall list for their original FTE position.

20.4.5 The District’s obligation to recall a professional educator shall terminate following three (3) years of
layoff status or upon two (2) refusals by a professional educator to accept a position offered by the
District or if the professional educator resigns.

20.4.6 If a professional educator is recalled, the professional educator must indicate his-or—her their
acceptance within five (5) days following receipt of the notice of recall. The professional educator must
report for work within thirty (30) days within up to sixty (60) days if the employer does not release
such professional educator or sixty (60) days if employed by another District), following receipt of
such notice or be considered to have refused the position. In doing so, shall relinquish any and all
rights under this Agreement and shall be deemed as having resigned their employment with the
District.

20.4.7 A professional educator who is recalled and returns to work shall return with the same probationary
or contract status, placement on the salary schedule and all other seniority-related and accrued

benefits held prior to being laid off.
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