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Interview With Lucy Saunders

by Jessie Lozanski

Jessie is a PERC intern 
through the Eco-

Internships program 
featured in the Fall 2021 

PEN edition, as well as this 
edition’s featured Human 

of PERC

Citizen Science: Help Make a Better World

Water Rangers educator Luke explaining their water test kit to kids at the South Nation 
Conservation Authority summer youth Fish Camp in July 2021. Water Rangers is one local 

group using Citizen Science to involve more people in conservation. Photo: Water Rangers.

Citizen science is a 
means by which 
ordinary people who 

are not formal experts or 
professionals can volun-
teer in helping their world. 
Scientific research within 
environmental fields is 
generally limited because, 
unlike in a lab, elements of 
nature like wildlife, water, 
and air span large ranges 
and diverse locations such 
that there are simply not 
enough researchers to ob-
serve every change. With 

the help of citizen science, 
global citizens can contribute 
to collecting important data 
that often lead to the care, 
protection, and enhancement 
of our world, both for wildlife 
and humans. Getting involved 
in citizen science is a great 
way to affirm that you are 
making a positive difference 
in the world. 
 Recently, PERC has 
been re-visioning what it 
means to be a “resource 
centre” in the 2020s - when 
most people have Internet 
access at home, a physical 
lending library doesn’t get 
much use, and large gather-
ings are difficult due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
One idea has been to support 
local citizen science projects 
as much as possible, which 
has included launching a 
new “Citizen Science Fund” 

through Canada Helps. This 
online platform makes it pos-
sible to easily 
chip in a few 
(or more!) 
dollars to 
help specific 
projects that 
make a differ-
ence in your 
community. 
To kick things 
off, PERC has 
partnered 
with the Sier-
ra Club Canada Foundation to 
support their local BreatheE-
asy campaign.
 The BreatheEasy cam-
paign engages local volun-
teers and uses small portable 
air quality monitors to track 
local air quality in Ottawa. 
The campaign works to find 
“hotspots” of air pollution in 
Ottawa so that Sierra Club can 

identify strategies to reform 
our city into a healthier place 

for everyone 
to live. Air 
pollution is 
not always 
obvious, but 
contributes 
to nearly 15 
000 prema-
ture deaths 
annually 
in Canada, 
and count-
less more 

hospital visits, missed 
work or school days, 
and other quality of life 
impacts, especially for 
those with diseases like 
asthma.
 So far, readings 
have been taken in 
each municipal ward in 
Ottawa, but the more 
readings can be taken, 

the better picture we can 
build of where and when 
air pollution is the biggest 
problem in our city. One 
of the key objectives is 
passing this information 
back to the public, so 
that everyone can engage 
more effectively on this 
issue and push for change.
 The goal of PERC’s 
partnership with the 
BreatheEasy program is 
to raise enough money to 
purchase two additional 

“In Ottawa alone, approx-
imately 500 deaths are 

deemed pollution-related 
each year. Yet, the topic of 
air quality (AQ) and its im-
pacts are rarely discussed. 
It remains a silent killer.”
 - Jake Cole & Lucy Bain, 

SCCF blog 
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air quality monitors, which 
will enable more volunteers 
to get out and take readings, 
more often. As with any do-
nation to PERC, contributors 

will receive a subscription to 
the PEN and get it mailed di-
rectly to their homes (if your 
address info is shared in Can-
ada Helps!) and receive a tax 

receipt. To contribute 
to this fundraiser, 
scan the QR code on 
the cover, or visit 
https://bit.ly/3JHJqzd
 Another 
fantastic Ottawa 
group that uses citi-
zen science is Water 
Rangers. Founded 
at the 2015 Aqua-
hacking Challenge by 
local web developers 
and designers, Water 
Rangers provides 
water testing kits so 
that any community 
member can check 
the quality of their 
local lake, stream, 
river, or ocean. This 
data is then shared to 
an open data platform 
that contributes to 
scientific research and 
policy makers. 
 Water Rangers imag-
ines a world where every wa-
terbody’s community has the 
tools they need to take care 
of them, and every lake, river, 
or stream has enough data 

to know whether or 
not it is healthy.  From 
a prize-winning idea 
in 2015 to a national 
program with over a 
thousand citizen scien-
tists involved, Water 
Rangers is constantly it-
erating and evolving to 
be easier to use, more 
inclusive, and provide 

better data. Find out more at 
waterrangers.ca
 Many PEN readers 
may already be familiar with 
iNaturalist, a smartphone app 
that makes identifying wildlife 
much easier for the armature 
naturalist. But many people 
may not realize that this app 
is using citizen science to 
drive ecological research and 
conservation projects across 
North America.
 The app allows any-
one to easily upload a picture 
of wildlife from anywhere 
in the world. These images, 
paired with their location 

identification, pro-
vide key information 
to researchers about 
species ranges.
 For example, a 
program run through 
the Canadian Wildlife 
Federation called the 
Help the Turtles cam-
paign keeps track of 
freshwater turtle ob-
servations uploaded in 
Canada. This campaign 
allows for researchers 
to know which roads 
cause the most turtle 
mortalities and which 
wetlands are key to 
turtle survival. Upon 
gathering this informa-
tion they are then able 
to make changes like 
implementing turtle 
fences or advocating 
for land protection. 
Other research appli-
cations include moni-
toring the spread of in-
vasive species or shifts 
in the range of species 
adapting to climate 
change, and tracking 
changes in how early 
certain species migrate 
or emerge from hiber-
nation. Once a user 
creates an account, 
they have the option 
to sign up for specific 
citizen science projects 
in their area.
 Learn more at 
iNaturalist.org.
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A volunteer checking air quality in Vanier using the Air 
Quality Egg open source monitor. Photo: Breathe Easy 
Campaign.

Editor’s Note: Find me on iNaturalist 
under “kathryn20” I’d love to see what 
you identify with the app!
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by Steffan Hammonds

Steffan writes regularly for 
the PEN

by Canadian Peace 
Network & PERC

This article is based off 
posts to the Canadian 
Peace Network forum 

by Mary Girard, Tamara 
Lorincz, and others. 

Synthesized by PERC staff.

Despite multiple let-
ters to Prime Minis-
ter Trudeau, signed 

by a large cross-section 
of Canadian society, 
and scathing reports 
from groups like 
Project Ploughshares 
& Amnesty Interna-
tional, the Canadian 
Peace Network and 
its members have yet 
to receive any sort 
of response from the 
Canadian government 
on this issue.
 A report 
released in August 
2021 claimed signifi-
cant credible evidence 
that Canadian-made 
weapons, sold to Saudi 
Arabia, are being used 
in the ongoing Yemeni 
civil war which started 
in 2014 and has over 
230, 000 people. Saudi 

Arabian involvement in the 
crisis – supporting the Ye-
meni government which was 
overthrown by Houthi rebels 
in 2014 – began in 2015, and 
evidence of Canadian-made 
armoured vehicles being 
used in the conflict began to 
surface not long after.
 While many countries 
have had a hand in the ongo-
ing Yemeni civil war, in vari-
ous capacities, a United Na-

tions panel named Canada 
as one of the countries driv-
ing the ongoing conflict in 
2020. At the time, a coalition 
of dozens of groups signed 
a letter urging the end of 
Canadian arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia, but no satisfactory 
response was received. Over 
half of the deaths caused by 
this war are estimated to be 
secondary, caused by lack of 
access to food, water, medi-
cal supplies, etc., and the UN 
has referred to the situation 
as one of the worst humani-
tarian crises in the world.

 In December 2021, 
another letter backed by 
a coalition of civil groups 
was sent to Prime Minister 

Trudeau, calling for an end 
to Saudi arms sales and 
Canada’s contribution to 
ongoing violence. It states 
that continued sales are 
in violation of Canada’s 
obligations under the 
Arms Trade Treaty and are 
incompatible with a fem-
inist foreign policy, which 
the Trudeau government 
introduced in 2017. 
 The letter is repro-
duced here:

Dear Prime Minister 
Trudeau, 

 The undersigned, rep-
resenting a cross-section 
of Canadian labour, arms 
controls, antiwar, human 
rights, international secu-
rity, and other civil society 
organizations, are writing 

to reiterate our contin-
ued opposition to your 
government’s issuance of 
arms exports permits for 
weapons destined to Saudi 
Arabia. We write today 
adding to the letters of 
March 2019, August 2019, 
April 2020 and September 
2020 in which several of 
our organizations raised 
concerns about the serious 
ethical, legal, human 
rights and humanitarian 
implications of Canada’s 
ongoing transfer of weap-
ons to Saudi Arabia. We 
regret that, to date, we 
have received no response 
to these concerns from you 
or the relevant Cabinet 
ministers on the matter. 
Critically, we regret that 
Canada finds itself in vio-
lation of its international 
arms control agreements. 
Since the beginning of the

. . . continued on pg 6

Humans of PERC: Jessie Lozanski

Jessie Lozanski first 
came to the Peace and 
Environment Resource 

Centre (PERC) in August 
of 2021 as a sustainability 
intern through Sustain-
able Eastern Ontario. She 
found the Peace and Envi-
ronment News (PEN), the 
quarterly newspaper of 
the PERC while in search 
of local environmental 
news sources and was 
happy to learn that they 
were also hiring.
 Jessie wanted to 
get involved with PERC 
because she thinks it is 
valuable to be part of a 
local paper focused on en-
vironmental and social is-
sues. She wanted to make 
a lasting difference in the 

community through writing 
and conservation projects so 
she thought that working at 
PERC would be a great place 
to start. 
  Jessie has a Bache-
lor’s degree in Biology from 
Carleton University. She is 
also an alumnus of the Ca-
nadian Conservation Corps, 
having completed the pro-
gram in 2021. As part of this 
program, she created a guide 
about nature in Stittsville that 
is still in circulation. 
 Jessie’s job at PERC 
mostly involves writing con-
tent for the PEN and PERC 
blog. Usually her articles cen-
tre around nature, science, 
and book reviews. She is also 
involved in the PEN distribu-
tion and lending her artistic 
skills to various projects.
 Outside of PERC, 
Jessie has created a volunteer 
group called the Stittsville 
Land Keepers that focuses on 
environmental education and 

conservation projects. The 
Stittsville Land Keepers had 
their first event in October of 
2021 which involved a clean-
up of a local old growth forest 
as well as a presentation from 
an Ottawa tree expert. She 
also writes a monthly nature 
column for the Stittsville Cen-
tral. In addition, Jessie works 
part-time at the Canadian 
Wildlife Federation in the 
fundraising department and 
she is also an oil landscape 
painter. 
 Among her hobbies 
Jessie includes bouldering, 
hiking, canoeing, photogra-
phy and textile crafts. She is 
interested in learning about 
history, nature, and conserva-
tion.
  Jessie thinks PERC 
is a great resource for Otta-
wa, with a long grassroots 
history. She hopes that PERC 
continues to connect with 
Ottawa’s communities. A local 
newspaper like the PEN is an 

Jessie stands next to a recycled display she painted for 
the PERC booth at a networking event. Find Jessie’s art 

on Etsy @ Jessie Lozanski Art. Photo: PERC

Ottawa

*Herb & Spice (Bank St)
*Parkdale Food Centre
*Farm Boy (Westboro)

*Happy Goat Coffee 
(Hintonburg)

*Ministry of Coffee
(Hintonbug)

*Grey Whale Barbershop
(Hintonburg)

*Algonquin College
Horticulture Dept.

*CKCU Radio,
Carleton University

*Ecology Ottawa
*Unitarian House (Westboro)

Find the PEN Here!
Pick up a copy of the PEN at your local libary or community 

centre (if you can’t find it, ask for it - they all receive it!) or at 
one of these local businsesses!

*Rideau Park United Church 
(main distribution site)

Kemptville

*Brewed Awakenings
*North Grenville Public 

Library
*North Grenville 
Municipal Arena

*Municipality of North 
Grenville Building

Almonte

*Mississippi Mills Public 
Library

extraordinary tool and she 
hopes PERC will capitalize on 

this opportunity to make a 
real impact in Ottawa.

Renewed Calls to End 
Arms Exports to 
Saudi Arabia - Still No 
Response
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PEACE AND ENVIRONMENT CALENDAR

Tues. Tree Talk 
with OBEC. 4 PM.
https://bit.
ly/3mxnVa3

We provide FREE event listings to Non-profit groups. To submit an event, email pen-editor@perc.ca as far in advance as possible.
With events still uncertain due to COVID-19, we highly recommend confirming events before attending.

GROUPS

Ecology Ottawa Eco-Gala, Oct 11, 6:00 
- 10:30 PM. Tickets start @ $60 and 
include vegetarian meal, networking 
and silent auction. Paul Dewar to be 
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International Day of 
Holocaust Memorial

All Month: Veganuary, Dry January
Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Martin Luther King 
Day

1st Week: World Interfaith Harmony 
Week
All Month: Black History Month

31

National Bird Day

New Year’s 
Day - Happy 
Year of the 

Garden

World Wetland Day

World Day of Social 
Justice

Data Privacy Day

Safer Internet Day

World Whale Day

Intl. Polar Bear Day

1993: USA & USSR 
Sign START nuclear 

reduction treaty

1920: League of Na-
tions is created. 1929: Martin Lu-

ther King is born.

1991: Gulf War be-
gins with bombing 

of Baghdad.

1948: Ghandi 
assassinated

1990: Nelson Man-
dela released from 

prison.
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PEACE AND ENVIRONMENT CALENDAR

Amnesty International Group 56
meets monthly. Call 613-445-3996.

Canadian Peace Initiative (CDPI) -
Ottawa Chapter meets at 7:30 pm on
the 2nd Tuesday of the month except for
the summer, at 91A Fourth Ave. <www.
departmentofpeace.ca> Call 613-341-
9216 or 613-276-6764.

Citizens Climate Lobby Ottawa
advocates for legislation to curb fossil
fuel emissions and move to low carbon
energy. Tues following 1st Sat of each 
month, 7-9 p.m. Info: ottawaccl@gmail.
com, mwesche@xplornet.com or 819-
459-1910 (leave message).

Ecology Ottawa is a grassroots nonprofit
organization working to make Ottawa the 
green capital of Canada. To volunteer, 
or receive our e-newsletter, visit 
<ecologyottawa.ca> or call 613-860-5353.

Faith and the Common Good is a
multi-faith environmental networking 
with faith communities in Ottawa. 
Regular networking events, Greening 
Sacred Spaces. Email: ottawa@faith-
commongood.net

Green Drinks Ottawa - Fox & Feather 
Pub, 283 Elgin St (Upstairs). 2nd Tues 
monthly. For topics, registration links: 
http://www.greendrinks.org/ON/Ottawa 

The Greenspace Alliance of Canada’s
Capital works to join individuals and
citizens’ groups to protect significant
green spaces in the national capital
area. Visit <www.greenspace-alliance.ca> 
Call 613-513-8372
or email contact@greenspacealliance.ca.

The Indigenous Peoples Solidarity
Movement - Ottawa (IPSMO) is a
grassroots organization that supports
indigenous peoples in struggles for justice. 
<www.ipsmo.org> Email: ipsmo@riseup.
net

Just Voices choir: activist choir that sings 
about peace, the environment, and social 
justice issues. New members welcome.
Practices Wed at 7 pm. from Sep to June 
at the Bronson Centre, 211 Bronson Ave. 
Info: www. justvoices.ca 

Maison Tucker House Children’s camps, 
courses, retreats, rentals, eco-programs.  
< www.maisontuckerhouse.ca/>

No One Is Illegal - Ottawa
<noiiottawa@gmail.com> A coalition
of immigrants & allies dvocating & fighting 
for the rights, dignity, and respect of 
immigrants, refugees, indigenous peoples, 
and those living without status in Canada. 

NOWAR/PAIX<http://www.nowarpaix. 
ca> Email: nowar.paix@gmail.com

NCENN - Environmental Networking 
for nonprofits. Fourth Friday of the 
month, 10AM-12PM. info@ncenn.ca 
<www.SustainableEasternOntario. ca/our-
work> 

The National Capital Peace Council of
the Universal Peace Federation upf.org
meets for vegetarian breakfast at 7:30 
am last Tues  every month to hear 
presentations by other peace-minded 
groups. Info: 613-218-1431, or thestring@
rogers.com

One World Arts. <www.oneworldarts.
ca> Call 613-238-4659.

OPIRG-Carleton resource library

and working groups. 326 Unicentre,
Carleton University. <http://www.
opirgcarleton.org/> Call 613-520-2757.

The OPIRG-Ottawa Resource Centre.
Room 215 Unicentre, University of
Ottawa. <http://www.opirg-gripo.ca/>
Call 613-562-5800 x4363/4365. Ottawa 

The Ottawa Biosphere Eco-Cities 
Initiative (OBEC) provides a convenient 
drop-in/drop-out model of volunteering 
on local sustainability projects. Get 
involved in something you care about. 
www.obec.ca 

The Ottawa Organic Farmers’
Market year-round, Saturdays, 10 a.m.–2 
p.m. at Canada Care, behind Canadian 
Tire, Bank at Heron. <www.oofmarket.ca> 
Call 613-826-2286.

Ottawa South Eco-Action Network
is a community group active in the 
Mooney’s Bay area. Based on the Ecology 
Ottawa model of grassroots action on 
climate and ecology issues. https://www.
facebook.com/OttawaSouthEcoAction/

Ottawa Water Study/Action Group 
(OWSAG) is working to educate the public 
about environmental problems related to 
single-use plastic bottles of water. www.
owsagottawa.org or call 613513 5668.

Physicians for Global Survival 30
Cleary Ave, Ottawa. <www.pgs.ca>
Call 613-233-1982 - Working on nuclear 
disarmament.

The Population Institute of Canada
a group concerned with the effects of
world overpopulation. <www.piofc.ca
> Call 613-833-3668 or Email: mail@
populationinstituteofcanada.ca

Protect Our Winters Canada, 
Ottawa Regional Chapter is 
uniting and organizing outdoor 
enthusiasts to take action as effective 
climate advocates. We are building 
strength in numbers to influence 
Government solutions and policies on 
climate change.  For information 
please email ottawa@
protectourwinters.ca

Raw Vegan Potlucks in the Glebe at
St. Giles Church held the last Friday
of each month. <www.SimplyRaw.ca>
Call 613-234-0806.

RESULTS Canada meets 2nd Tues of 
each month to take action on an issue 
related to absolute poverty at the 
Dalhousie Community Centre. Come 
be a voice for the world’s poorest.  
www.resultscanada.ca. Info: Stephen  - 
scstdenis@gmail.com. 

Transition Ottawa helping to face the
challenges of Climate Change through 
practical solutions on a local scale. 
<http://transitionottawa.ning.com/>

Vegetarians and Vegans of Ottawa
have a veg*an (vegan and vegetarian) 
meetup twice a month. <www.
ottawaveg.com>

World Federalists Movement -
Canada <www.worldfederalistscanada.
org> Call 613-232-0647 or Email:wfc-
nat@web.ca

Water Rangers 
Citizen Science to protect our local 
waterways. Borrow a test kit. <www.
waterrangers.ca> 

GROUPS
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National Aboriginal 
History Month

Pride Month

Recreation and Parks 
Month (Ontario)

1st week: Canada 
Environment Week

2nd week: Rivers to 
Oceans Week

31

Zero 
Discrimination Day

World Wildlife Day

Intl. Womens Day

Intl. Day of Happi-
ness

Intl. Day of Forests

Intl. Day of Ending 
Racial Discrimination

World Water Day

Global Recycling Day

Earth Hour

1989: Exxon-Valdez 
oil spill

1979: Three-mile 
island nuclear 

accident

NCENN: Networking 
for ENGOS. 10Am-

12PM, zoom. info@
ncenn.ca

Green Drinks, 5:30 
PM, Fox & Feather 

Pub

Green Jobs 4 All 
Online Event
https://bit.
ly/35rmypb

Blue & Yellow 
Parliament Hill: 
Canada Stands 
With Ukraine

2 PM https://bit.
ly/3pAjspL

Reimagining Safety: 
What happens when 

we defund the po-
lice? 6PM https://bit.

ly/3MkBwho

Organizing to Win 
the City. 7PM
bit.ly/3vIpecV
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. . . continued from pg 3

Saudi-led intervention in 
Yemen in early 2015, Canada 
has exported approximately 
$7.8-billion in arms to Saudi 
Arabia. A significant propor-
tion of these transfers have 
occurred after Canada’s Sep-
tember 2019 accession to the 
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). Ex-
haustive analysis by Canadian 
civil society organizations has 
credibly shown these trans-
fers constitute a breach of 
Canada’s obligations under 
the ATT, given well-document-
ed instances of Saudi abuses 
against its own citizens and 
the people of Yemen. Still, 
Saudi Arabia remains Cana-
da’s largest non-US destina-
tion for weapons exports by a 
wide margin.
 To its shame, Canada 
has twice been named by the 
UN Group of Eminent Experts 
on Yemen as one of several 
states helping to perpetuate 
the conflict by continuing 
to supply weapons to Sau-
di Arabia. The UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and 
Human Rights (UNGPs), which 
Canada endorsed in 2011, 
makes it clear that States 
should take steps to ensure 
that current policies, legisla-
tion, regulations, and enforce-
ment measures are effective 

in addressing the risk of 
business involvement in gross 
human rights abuses and that 
action is taken to ensure that 
business enterprises operat-
ing in conflict affected areas 
identify, prevent and mitigate 
the human-rights risks of 
their activities and business 
relationships.
 The UNGPs urge 
States to pay particular at-
tention to the potential risks 
of companies contributing to 
gender and sexual violence. 
Canada has indicated its 
intention to publish a paper 
outlining its feminist for-
eign policy, to complement 
its existing feminist foreign 
assistance policy and its work 
to advance gender equality 
and the Women, Peace and 
Security (WPS) Agenda. Arms 
transfers to Saudi Arabia 
sorely undermines these 
efforts and is fundamentally 
incompatible with a feminist 
foreign policy. The govern-
ment of Canada has spoken 
openly about how women 
and other vulnerable or 
minority groups are system-
atically oppressed in Saudi 
Arabia and are disproportion-
ately impacted by the conflict 
in Yemen. Direct support of 
militarism and oppression, 
through the provision of 
arms, is the exact opposite of 
a feminist approach to foreign 

policy.
 We recognize that 
the end of Canadian arms 
exports to Saudi Arabia will 
impact workers in the arms 
industry. We therefore urge 
the government to work with 
trade unions representing 
workers in the arms industry 
to develop a plan that secures 
the livelihoods of those who 
would be impacted by the 
cessation of arms exports to 
Saudi Arabia.
 Importantly, this pres-
ents an opportunity to con-
sider an economic conversion 
strategy to decrease Canada’s 
reliance on arms exports, in 
particular when there is a 
clear and present risk of mis-
use, as is the case with Saudi 
Arabia. Several states have 
implemented varying restric-
tions on weapons exports 
to Saudi Arabia, including 
Austria, Belgium, Germany, 
Greece, Finland, Italy, the 
Netherlands, and Sweden. 
Norway and Denmark have 
fully stopped supplying arms 
to the Saudi government. 
 Despite Canada 
claiming to have some of the 
strongest arms controls in the 
world, the facts show other-
wise. We are further disap-
pointed that your government 
has not released any infor-
mation with respect to the 
arms-length advisory panel of 

experts that was announced 
by Ministers Champagne and 
Morneau almost one year and 
a half ago. Despite multiple 
overtures to help shape this 
process – which could consti-
tute a positive step towards 
improved compliance with the 
ATT – civil society organiza-
tions have remained outside 
of the process. Similarly, 
we have seen no further 
details about the Ministers’ 
announcement that Canada 
will spearhead multilateral 
discussions to strengthen 
compliance with the ATT 
towards the establishment of 
an international inspection 
regime.
 Prime Minister, arms 
transfers to Saudi Arabia un-
dermine Canada’s discourse 
on human rights. They are 
contrary to Canada’s inter-
national legal obligations. 
They pose a substantial risk 
of being used in the perpetra-
tion of serious violations of 
international humanitarian or 
human rights law, to facilitate 
serious instances of gen-
der-based violence, or other 
abuses, in Saudi Arabia or in 
the context of the conflict in 
Yemen.
 Canada must exer-
cise its sovereign authority 
and end the transfer of light 
armoured vehicles to Saudi 
Arabia immediately.

 The letter is signed by 
such notable groups as Am-
nesty International in Canada 
(both English and Franco-
phone groups), the Canadian 
Union of Postal Workers, the 
Canadian Union of Public 
Employees, the Council of 
Canadians, and the Public 
Service Alliance of Canada, as 
well as many others. It is clear 
that a large cross-section of 
Canadian society, from a di-
versity of backgrounds, wants 
their country’s involvement in 
this ongoing crisis to end.
 With escalating ten-
sions and conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine, the 
Yemeni civil war has dropped 
from headlines, but the con-
flict – and the arms deals with 
Canada – continue to claim 
lives and create a humanitari-
an nightmare. A parliamenta-
ry petition calling for the end 
of arms sales, condemnation 
of the actions of the Saudi 
government, and a massive 
increase in humanitarian aid 
to Yemen is currently open. 
 Scan the QR code in 
the image on pg iii to access 
the petition online (petition 
number e-3775 at petitions.
ourcommons.ca), and write 
to your MP regarding the 
open letter and your support 
for an end to arms deals with 
Saudi Arabia today.

Expecting the Canada Energy 
Regulator to Embrace Net-Ze-

ro is “Wildly Optimistic” 
https://bit.ly/35wJDq9

The Canada Energy Regula-
tor is so closely tied to the 

fossil industry that it can’t be 
counted on to produce inde-
pendent advice on the coun-
try’s path to net-zero—yet it’s 
considered the leading source 
of in-house energy modelling 
the Trudeau government has 

at its disposal. “It’s wildly 
optimistic to believe there 

will be a fundamental change 
in the workings of the CER in 

the future,” said Marc Eliesen, 
a former CEO of four provin-
cial utilities and energy au-

thorities and one-time board 
member of Suncor Energy. 

BC Flooding Produces Calls 
to Rethink Trans Mountain 

Pipeline

https://bit.ly/341tZmn

Following November flood-
ing in British Columbia, the 

Trans Mountain Pipeline shut 
down for the longest period 
in its nearly seventy years of 
operation, leading to gaso-

line rationing in the province 
and calls to rethink pipeline 

expansion.

Over Half of Oil & Gas Work-
ers want Renewable Energy 

Jobs
https://bit.ly/3MgtVAk

A survey done by oil & gas re-
cruitment agencies revealed 
that 56% of oil and gas work-
ers around the world saying 

they want work in renewable 
energy and 43% across all 

forms of energy saying they 
plan to leave their jobs in the 

next five years. The fossil fuel 
industry risks “a huge work-

force shortage.”

Hamilton’s Fight Against Ur-
ban Sprawl Holds Lessons for 

Other Cities
https://bit.ly/3HBYn4t

When indignant Hamiltonians 
discovered their city council’s 

staff report gave them no 
choice but to convert 3,300 

acres of precious farmland to 
subdivisions and pavement, 
they began a successful fight 
to save that greenspace, re-

ports Halton, Ontario Council-
lor Jane Fogal in the Oakville 

News.

Coast Flooding Threatens 4.8 
Million Canadian According 

to Recent Report.
https://bit.ly/3MsSJ8u

Nearly 4.8 million Canadians 
living within 10 kilometres of 
the country’s east and west 

coasts are 
“likely to 

be greatly 
affected” 
by future 
flooding 
brought 

on by sea 
level rise, 

The Energy Mix
by Mitchell Beer

The Energy Mix is published by Energy Mix Productions Inc., a 
Canadian non-profit that promotes community awareness of, 

engagement in, and action on climate change, energy, and the 
shift off carbon.

Recently, a partnsership between PERC and The Energy Mix 
was piloted, with this column potentially replacing the “Web 

Watch” column traditionally included in the PEN.

extreme weather, or changing 
tides, according to the Intact 
Centre for Climate Adapta-

tion. Nature-based solutions 
are stressed.

“Big Foreign Oil” Influence 
Drives Canadian Fossil Pro-

duction, GHG Emissions
https://bit.ly/348xveL

The Canadian Association of 
Petroleum Producers (CAPP) 

gets special billing as “Big For-
eign Oil’s apex lobby group” 
in a new study that contrasts 

the trickle of international 
funding to climate campaign-

ers with the overwhelming 
influence of foreign fossils in 
driving up Canada’s oil and 
gas production and green-

house gas emissions.

Over 9 Billion in Federal Tax 
Breaks Boost Canadian Fossil 

Fuel Industry
https://bit.ly/3pwA5lY

Canada missed out on nearly 
C$9.2 billion in foregone reve-

nue between 2015 and 2019 
thanks to income tax breaks 
to oil, gas, and coal mining 
companies, according to a 

Parliamentary Budget Office 
analysis produced at the 

request of Sen. Rosa Galvez 
(ISG-QC). The government 

also left behind $179 million 
in 2019 due to a carbon levy 
exemption for agriculture, a 

number expected to increase 
to more than $1.5 billion in 

2030.

Investors Urge “Big 5” Banks 
to Take “Concrete, Rapid 

Steps” to Decarbonize
https://bit.ly/3sBchQ0

Aligning climate targets with 
a 1.5°C future, aiming to at 
least halve absolute emis-
sions by 2030, and issuing 
annual reports on the cli-

mate impacts of investments 
are among the best practices 
put forward for Canada’s five 
biggest banks in a December 
report issued by Investors for 

Paris Compliance.
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Reader’s Corner

Celebrating success 
stories and key play-
ers in the local envi-

ronmental scene is a big 
part of what Sustainable 
Eastern Ontario does. As 
part of that, the Sustain-
ability Star Awards were 
created and presented for 
the first time in 2017, hon-
ouring groups, individuals, 
and green businesses who 
are leaders in the local 
sustainability sector.
 For 2021 - the 
tenth anniversary year of 
SEO - we wanted to select 
the annual winners a bit 
differently. Usually, a com-
mittee of our Board Mem-
bers selects winners from 
a list of nominees. This 
time around, we decided 
to leverage two exciting 
new features of the orga-
nization: the interactive 
Sustainability Map feature 
on our website, and the 
large number of new hires 
participating in our Intern 
Training Program. By 
reviewing the groups fea-
tured in the Sustainability 
Map and voting for their 
favourites, interns learned 
more about the local 
ENGO sector and some of 
its key players, and chose 
our award winners demo-
cratically.
 We were pleased 

to announce that PERC not 
only won an award this year, 
but received the most votes 
of any of the organizations 
featured in the Sustainability 
Map!
 Other winners 
were Just Food - a farm and 
non-profit in the east end 
of Ottawa working on sus-
tainable local food systems, 
Loving Spoonful - a Kingston 
organization that uses food 
systems to build community, 
connect people, and fight 
poverty, the Capacity Build-
ing Institute - one of our 
own social enterprises that 
provides training support for 
the ENGO Sector, and Otta-
wa Renewable Energy Co-op 
(OREC) - a local co-operative 
that provides opportunities 
to invest in renewable energy 
projects locally and build the 
renewable energy grid. The 
awards were presented at a 
socially-distanced tenth-anni-
versary celebration in Novem-
ber.
 Interns who voted for 
PERC had great things to say 
about the organization: 

“I think what PERC does, 
especially with the PEN, 
is great and that even 
during the pandemic and 
having to shift towards 
more online content vs a 
physical newspaper, that 
they did extremely well. 
The way they reach out to 

PERC Honoured with Sustainability 
Star Award

Above: Outgoing SEO Board Member Michelle Osborne presented 
the award to PERC Coordinator Kathryn Norman at a COVID-safe 
ceremony in November. 
Photo: Omar Kawar

Below: The PERC Sustainability Star Award proudly displayed at 
the PERC booth during the networking portion of the event.
Photo: PERC

by Sustainable Eastern 
Ontario

community members 
and organizations 
and then share their 
stories to the public 
is fantastic. It’s so 
great seeing the PEN 
supporting, promot-
ing, and celebrating 
others - something 
we need, especially 
during pandemic 
times!” - EM

“The PEN is such an 
amazing resource 
for all ENGOs and 
Ottawa residents for 
environmental news; 
the articles are all 
so informative and 
uplifting compared to 
other news sources.” 
- SB

“I think that com-
municating about 
sustainability and 
social justice issues 
at the community 
level is critical and I 
don’t see enough of 
it.” - CB

 As long-term 
partners of PERC, 
Sustainable Eastern 
Ontario is so pleased 
to be able to present 
the organization with 
a well-deserved award 
in 2021.

Normally this section would be on the outside back cover, 
but because of a special memorial articles to honour 

Colin McGregor, a long-time supporter of PERC and local 
environmental causes, it is located here this edition. 

Here, an anonymous PEN reader finds themselves slightly 
stuck in an oversized Adirondack chair on Canada Day in 

Brockville, ON. Photo: Andrea Dixon

Blog Teaser: Finding the 
Mother Tree - Book Review
Did you know PERC has a blog? You can find it at https://percottawablog.word-
press.com/ and it features extra content beyond what is covered in the PEN, as 

well as updates and longer versions of articles.
Visit the blog and subscribe to get updates when new posts are created - includ-

ing the full book review previewed here, by Jessie Lozanski.
Finding The Mother 
Tree: A Journey Through 
the Connections that 
Make Our Forests

The book Finding 
the Mother Tree: 
Discovering the 

Wisdom of the Forest 
(Penguin Random House 
Canada, 2021) by Cana-
dian scientist Suzanne 
Simard starts with a 
simple observation of 
a small dying tree. The 
book further introduces 
Simard and how she 
began her career as a sil-
viculturist, studying how 
new saplings planted in 
clearcuts often failed to 
rebound as had been 

intended by the 
timber industry. 
Her interest in 
the dying sap-
lings spurred an 
academic career 
driven towards 
understanding 
the makings of 
a healthy forest. 
What she dis-
covered as part 
of her career 
was the Wood 
Wide Web. . .
 

Read more 
about the fasci-
nating work of 

Suzanne Simard 
online!
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PERC Notes 

Remembering Colin McGregor

Colin McGregor (and trademark hat) taking a break from 
activities at Tucker House. Photo: Diana Brushey

Eco-Internships

 While the current 
internship contracts at PERC 
are starting to wrap up, 
we’re pleased to have been 
able to secure funding to 
keep Stefan Klietsch on part 
time at PERC, and to offer an 
extended position to Suzanne 
Tewnion, who previously split 
her time between PERC and 
the Healthy Transportation 
Coalition. Stay tuned for new 
internship opportunities in 
the spring and summer!

Eco Executive Director

 The PERC Board 

We wish to include 
a special note of 
remembrance as we 

celebrate the life and legacy 
of Colin “Soft Rocky” McGre-
gor. Colin was a self-described 
Fossil Guide, Gardener, and 
all-round helper at Tucker 
House and Country Fun. He 
worked alongside his wife 
of sixty years, Rev. Isobel 
“Farmer Iso” McGregor, 
who was the first (unpaid!) 
Executive Director of Tucker 
House. In fact, our identity 
as an environmental learning 
and retreat centre emerged 
from Iso’s vision, and Colin’s 
steadfast support of it.
 In 1998, Iso wrote 
a letter to their friend Ken 
Dawson and the Tucker House 
Commission with the heading 
“Re: A Modest Proposal for 
The Use Of Tucker House In 
1999.”
  Her preamble began: 
“My husband Colin and I, 
both being officially retired, 
have been looking for a joint 
ministry in our autumnal 
years. Though very different 
in gifts and personality, we 
share an interest in biology 
and organic gardening, a love 
for nature, and a deep desire 
to preserve our beautiful liv-
ing planet for future genera-
tions.”

approved continued partic-
ipation in the Eco-Executive 
Director program (detailed in 
the Fall 2021 PEN edition) for 
another year, but with one 
change - we say goodbye to 
Jessica Legere, who will be 
moving on to support dif-
ferent groups, and welcome 
Jacob Tarasofsky as our new 
support person from this 
program.
 Jacob made his PEN 
debut in the Summer 2021 
edition with an article about 
peacebuilding in Israel/Pal-
estine, and we’re pleased to 
work more closely with him 
going forward.

Annual General Meeting

 The PERC AGM will 
take place on May 3, 2022, at 
5PM. We’re hoping to return 

to our traditional format of an 
in-person potluck dinner this 
year, but of course the deci-
sion depends on public health 
restrictions. Keep an eye out 

in the Spring 2022 edition for 
further details. 

Membership Drive

 Like many charities, 
PERC has seen a drop in 
individual donations during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thankfully, we’ve managed to 
secure other funding sources, 
but the community of people 
who support PERC and read 
the PEN - YOU!!! - are really 
the heart and sould of the 
organization.
 Keep an eye out 
for the revival of the Spring 
Membership Drive, or head 
on over to www.perc.ca to 
make a donation online, give 
a gift membership, or explore 
other ways to become part of 
the PERC community.

by Diana Brushey 
& Kristina Inrig

Colin McGregor, together 
with his wife Rev. Isobel 

McGregor, was a long-time 
supporter of PERC and local 
environmental causes. He 

recently passed away at age 
91. This article was originally 
written for the Maison Tucker 
House newsletter by Diana & 
Kristina, both past directors 
of this partner organization 
the McGregors were so con-

nected with. 

 Iso was inspired by 
a dream of Tucker House 
becoming an ecumenical en-
vironmental centre. She out-
lined a pilot project whereby 
she and Colin would live on-
site, develop organic gardens, 
do program planning, and 
further explore the feasibil-
ity of this work through a 
three-five year plan. Her very 
first drafts envisioned nature 
trails, composting, seed-sav-
ing workshops, Country Fun 
eco-camp, renovations, and 
participation from Ottawa 
and Rockland residents.
 Though the vision 
was Iso’s, Colin was right 
alongside -- literally. Iso later 
mentored subsequent Execu-
tive Directors and staff includ-
ing Kristina Inrig, Kara Stone-
house, and Diana Brushey. 
We learned much from the 
McGregors and their cohort 
of passionate and practical 
volunteers.
 Colin’s own words, 
from our Country Fun reunion 
booklet in 2016: “I was Soft 
Rocky, and Ken Dawson was 
Hard Rocky, these labels refer-
ring to our professions as soft 

and hard rock geologists. We 
would take the children, with 
their leaders, down the lane 
past the white house, to the 
limestone quarry, and show 
them the brachiopods, corals, 
and other fossils that we had 
excavated earlier in the day. 
We explained in as simple lan-
guage as we could that these 
little ‘petrified’ objects they 
were holding in their hands 
were all that was left of an-
imals that lived hundreds of 
millions years ago, that one 
coral was made up 
of thousands of tiny 
animals called polyps, 
and that brachiopods 
lived between two 
shells that opened up 
when they wanted to 
eat. I had a small vial 
of hydrochloric acid 
and a dropper for put-
ting acid on bits of the 
rock. If the drop fizzed 
when it hit the rock, it 
showed the kids that 
the rock was made of 
limestone from the 
bottom of an ancient 
ocean.
 I was a happy 

helper of the children in other 
ways too, such as on the na-
ture trail or in the gardens. I 
wasn’t an experienced teach-
er, but I found it rewarding, 
especially when they asked 
me questions and wanted to 
hold my hand.” 
 Colin wrote hum-
bly, given that he had a PhD 
in Paleobotany and was a 
Scientist Emeritus at the 
Geological Survey of Canada. 
Our personal memories of 
Colin include seeing the chil-
dren’s awe as he explained 
fossils and the chemistry of 
sedimentary rocks with his 
geology kit… and then him 
challenging them in a race 
to the meadow. He would 
clap his hat on his head, and 
easily outpace most of the 
kids, even in his seventies. It 
was no real surprise though, 
given his lifetime of hiking in 
Canada and trekking the Hi-
malayas. We are so fortunate 
that he shared his intellect, 
patience, and strength to our 
property and programs. Diana 
still uses his hand-drawn 
labels of on-site fossils on 
“Rock Talk” days at camp.
 Colin noted his “ac-
tive” involvement as being 
from 1999-2005, but he and 

Iso assisted far beyond that. 
They frequently checked in, 
gave advice, and mustered 
support. As advisors, net-
workers, and donors, it is no 
exaggeration to say that they 
were foundational. Iso initi-
ated a Country Fun reunion a 
few years ago.
 In the memory book-
let, She wrote: “My hope is 
that people who have expe-
rienced the moral and envi-
ronmental value of Country 
Fun Nature Camp and Tucker 
House Renewal Centre will 
ensure it carries on by sup-
porting them financially on an 
ongoing, dependable basis, 
through regular donations, 
wills, or legacies. Today’s 
young people are in great 
need of a safe and loving 
place where they can appreci-
ate Mother Nature first-hand, 
and learn how to care for 
her and each other. Country 
Fun came about because of 
a wonderful vision and many 
dedicated people who made it 
a reality. With our help, may 
it long continue.”
 We are so grateful 
for the lifetimes of leadership 
and all the support received 
from Iso and Colin McGregor.
- Diana Brushey & 
Kristina Inrig, past Executive 
Directors of Tucker House & 
leaders at PERC

Colin & Iso McGregor with Country Fun kids and counsellors. 
Photo: Tucker House


