
A PETITION TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
SUPPORT THE CALL TO ENSURE THAT ALL CHILDREN BENEFIT FROM SPECIAL  

PROTECTION MEASURES AND ASSISTANCE 
(ENSURING THE RIGHTS OF HIGHLY MOBILE CHILDREN) 

 
We, the undersigned Citizens of Canada, draw the attention of the House of Commons to the following: 
 
WHEREAS, The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a human rights treaty which sets out the civil, political, economic, 
social, health and cultural rights of children; the Convention defines a child as any human being under the age of eighteen;  
 
WHEREAS, The first paragraph of Article 3 of the UNCRC tells us that the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration in all actions 
concerning children.; 
 
WHEREAS, The Government of Canada ratified the UNCRC on December 12, 1991 and has responsibilities for the care of children as outlined in the 
National Child Agenda and the Social Union Framework; these responsibilities further extend to initiatives with provinces and territories that set out 
programs such as the National Child Benefit, the Early Childhood Development Initiative and the Multilateral Framework on Early Learning and Child 
Care; 
 
WHEREAS, Housing First funds are one size fits all, only fund for the adult individual, with no additional allocation for a parent with children and the 
amount is set at a rate per adult, which further materially deprives children; 
 
WHEREAS, many children are excluded from receipt of the Canada Child Benefit and Child Special Allowances, as they are in informal care 
arrangements wherein their caregivers are ineligible to claim the tax deduction for a child, and therefore cannot establish entitlement for the monthly 
payment; 
 
WHEREAS, the degree of flexibility afforded provincial and territorial governments has led to significant variances in services and programs 
across the country; in direct violation of Canada’s obligations as a signatory of the UNCRC, certain subpopulations of children systematically 
derive no benefit from the above-mentioned programs;  
 
WHEREAS, the potential of children is being lost due to relative invisibility and the lack of standards requiring they be considered and 
addressed;  
 
THEREFORE, your petitioners call on the Government of Canada, having agreed to meet the standards in the UNCRC, to recognize the barriers within 
its own direct payments to families systems and remedy them; that the funded services like the Homelessness Partnering Initiative provide funding 
for client supports for children; that it provide Canada Child Benefit and Child Special Allowances for all children; that it needs to set standards 
within the Canada Social Transfer to ensure that all children-without discrimination in any form benefit from special protection measures and 
assistance and to recognize children of parents with addictions and homeless children in need of special support to enable them to achieve 
improved life outcomes and receive equal benefit to their rights under the UNCRC; that it reduce the level of material deprivation for children who 
move a lot for reasons related to homelessness, parental addiction, incarceration, or government care experience; that it reduce interprovincial and 
territorial disparities that exclude children living in circumstances not considered under current eligibility rules; and that it increase supports for 
children living with the highest level of exclusion.  
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Please return (postage paid) to:  Peter Julian, M.P. for New Westminster-Burnaby  
(Disponible en français) Suite 203, Wellington Building, House of Commons Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6  
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Peter Julian, MP 
Suite 203, Wellington Building 
House of Commons 
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6 


