
On the weekend of June 12-14, 
thousands of people in Nashville 
were celebrating the Country 
Music Awards, unaware of a com-
pletely different celebration taking 
place downtown at the Cathedral 
of the Incarnation. Bishop David 
Choby ordained five men to serve 
the diocese as priests. Two of the 
new priests, Fr. Austin Gilstrap 
and Fr. Andy Bulso, graduated 
from Santa Croce in Rome.

In contrast to the sometimes sad 
lyrics of country music, the cathe-
dral was filled with musical praise 
to God, from the entry hymn 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excel-
ling,” to the recessional hymn, “To 
Jesus Christ, Our Sovereign King.” 
The cathedral choir brought the 
beauty of liturgical music to lift the 
hearts of the congregation.

In his homily, the bishop said, 
“That living presence among us of 
the Lord ... in a special way is made 
present in the gift of the priest-
hood.”

Bishop Choby has ordained 
twenty-six priests since being in-
stalled as bishop in 2002. Last 
year, an all-time high of nine 
priests were ordained plus twenty-
nine permanent deacons.

As Santa Croce alumni, Fr. Aus-
tin and Fr. Andrew are following in 
the footsteps of two other alumni 
who became priests before them: 
Fr. Justin Raines and Fr. Michael 
Fye. Seminarian Anthony Stew-
art is currently studying at Santa 
Croce and Luke Wilgenbusch and 
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Five new priests were ordained by Bishop David Choby at the Cathedral of the 
Incarnation on June 12, 2015. Standing behind the altar from left to right they 
are: Fr. Eric Johansen, Fr. Austin Gilstrap, Fr. Emmanuel Dirichukwu, Fr. Andy 
Bulso, and Fr. Ben Butler.

Bishop David Choby anointing the hands of 
Fr. Ben Butler at the ordination Mass in June. 
Bishop Choby was born in Nashville and 
baptized at the Cathedral of the Incarnation. 
He is only the second native Nashville bishop 
in the diocese’s 169 year history.

Newly ordained priests processing 
out of the Cathedral are (from left 
to right): Fr. Eric Johansen, Fr. 
Austin Gilstap, Fr. Andy Bulso, and 
Ben Butler (not seen in this photo is 
Fr.  Emmanuel Dirichukwu).
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I always appreciated how the pro-
fessors at Santa Croce imbued their 
teaching with the spirituality and at-
titude of Opus Dei. They certainly 
modeled for us the truth that theol-
ogy, prayer, and ministry all go to-
gether. In that way, studying at Santa 
Croce was never just about learning 
theological concepts but about how 
to be a good priest, a faithful son of 
the Church and one who lives his life 
for the glory of God and the good of 
his fellow man. 

Ordination is so great a gift that it 
cannot be all for oneself, it’s meant to 
be shared. On the day of my ordina-
tion I was very conscious of the fact 
that I was not being ordained alone, 
but rather there were four other men 
with me and many more across the 
country. Not only that, but we were 
being ordained into the fraternity of 
all the priests present and all priests 
throughout the world. That was a 
rather comforting realization. 

Another key perspective that I 
learned from my time at Santa Croce 
is that my vocation to the priesthood 
is a part of my wider vocation to holi-
ness. The two are not separate voca-
tions. Rather, God is calling me to 
live out the vocation to holiness as 
a priest, as an ordained minister of  
the Church.

Fr. Austin spent nearly eight years 
in the restaurant business before fol-
lowing a vocation to the priesthood in 
2006. After completing his bachelor’s 
degree at Pontifical College Jose-
phinium in Ohio, Fr. Austin entered 
The Pontifical University of the Holy 
Cross for their three-year theology 
program.

He considers his formation from 
Santa Croce to be “one of the most  
rigorous and challenging programs 
that a man can go through to pre-
pare to be a priest. What the program 
really gave me was a sense of confi-
dence in my own abilities and the ba-
sic knowledge that I would need as a 
priest.”

Fr. Austin’s first assignment in 
Nashville is as the Assistant Direc-
tor of Vocations as well as Bishop 
Choby’s Personal Aid. After a few 
months as a priest, the reality of his 
priesthood is still sinking in. “Priest-
hood is wonderful and I would not 
trade it for anything,” he said.”I am 
certainly learning a great deal and be-
ing exposed to many new challenges 
as well as blessings. I am still stunned 
at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. I en-
joy celebrating it every day and most 
days I have to remind myself that this 
(being a priest) is not temporary, that 
I get to do this forever.”

Fr. Andrew Bulso gives his priestly 
blessing to Msgr. Owen Campion. 
Below he reflects on his formation 
at Santa Croce and his recent 
ordination. 

Anthony Stewart is currently studying 
for the priesthood at the Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross in Rome.

Fr. Austin Gilstrap speaks with a 
member of Nashville’s Nigerian 
Catholic community before giving 
his priestly blessing

Rhodes Bolster have just begun their 
first cycle (three years) of theology.

The Pontifical University of the 
Holy Cross was cofounded in 1984 
by Saint John Paul II and Blessed Al-
varo del Portillo, the Prelate of Opus 
Dei. Its founding fulfilled an aspira-
tion of St. Josemaria first made in the 
late 1940s. With the other pontifi-
cal universities, it is the highest level 
of formation for select seminarians 
and graduate student priests. But that 
doesn’t tell the whole story... accord-
ing to its current rector, Monsignor 
Luis Romera, its fundamental mission 
is quite simple. “The Church doesn’t 
need more priests. We need more holy 
priests. That’s Santa Croce’s mission.”

The motto of the Diocese of Nash-
ville is: “Called to Live and Proclaim 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.” Based 
on the large number of vocations to 
the diaconate and priesthood, they are 
fulfilling their mission. Santa Croce 
benefactors can also be proud to have 
contributed, through the enthusiastic 
priests and seminarians trained in the 
heart of Rome, in the success of this 
diocese in the heart of Tennessee.  
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Luke Wilgenbusch and Rhodes 
Bolster begin their first cycle of the-
ology at Santa Croce this month, 
following their graduation from the 
Pontifical College of Josephinum 
in Columbus, Ohio. Both are na-

tives of Nashville and were educated 
at Catholic schools. However, it was 
their experience as teenagers in the 
Fraternus chapter at the Cathedral of 
the Incarnation that really energized 
their Catholic faith.

“The men in Fraternus were the 
first to teach me about the rich theo-
logical and spiritual treasury of the 
Church,” said Luke. “Most impor-
tantly, they taught me how to pray.” 
Rhodes says the program provided 
him “incredible models for the faith. 
I knew I would not be satisfied doing 
anything but devoting my entire life 
to stirring up the love of God in the 
hearts of others.” 

Fraternus began in Florida in 2008 
and four of their nine chapters are 
located in the diocese of Nashville. 

Their mission is simple: “To mentor 
boys into virtuous men.” The number 
of vocations from Nashville points to 
the program’s success.

Luke and Rhodes have reason to 
be excited about studying at Santa 
Croce. “All the priests I know who 
have attended there have a strong 
understanding of the rich depths of 
the Church’s theology,” said Luke. “I 
am really looking forward to learn-
ing from some of the best theologians 
in the world.” Rhodes admires the 
Nashville alumni of Santa Croce who 
“are doing wonderful things for the 
faithful in the diocese.”

Based on their current formation, 
Luke and Rhodes hope to be ordained 
priests in 2019.  

 Fr. Royce graduated from The Pon-
tifical University of the Holy Cross 
in 2014 where he received his de-
gree in Sacred Theology. On June 6, 
2015, he was ordained in the diocese 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend, Indiana. 
He traveled to Nashville to visit his 
fellow Santa Croce alumni on their 
ordination day. “At Santa Croce,” says 
Fr. Royce, “it’s not just a formation of 

the mind, but of the whole person, in 
particular future priests. It was an in-
credible experience – the quality of the 
faculty is world-class, true scholars but 
at the same time committed to form-
ing priests.”  

Fr. Justin is a convert to Catholicism 
who, as a teenager, attended his first 
Mass on Palm Sunday at Nashville’s 
Cathedral of the Incarnation. His 
family upbringing in the Wesleyan 
Christian tradition gave him a strong 
faith foundation, but the beauty of the 
Catholic liturgy and art was a strong 
attraction. He researched Catholic 
websites and was drawn to the theolog-
ical traditions and creeds. As a history-
buff, the fact that the Church’s beliefs 
could be traced back to Christ made 
sense. After speaking to the priest, Fr. 
Justin joined RCIA and was received 
into the Church at the young age  
of seventeen. 

 Bishop Choby sent Fr. Justin to San-
ta Croce, the first of his seminarians to 
study theology there. When asked to 
recall his impressions, he said, “There 

is a welcoming atmosphere, and like-
minded individuals from all over the 
world. I received a solid foundation in 
Catholic theology and tradition, giv-
ing me the building blocks I would 
need for my priesthood.”

Today, Fr. Justin is the associate 
pastor at Holy Family Church, Brent-
wood, TN, where he has served for 
two years. “When you return to the 
US from a place as culturally diverse as 
Santa Croce, you appreciate even more 
that no matter where you are from 
we all have the same basic concerns.  
We are all made in the image and like-
ness of God and we are all united in 
Jesus Christ.”  

Fr. Justin Raines 
Holy Family Church, Brentwood, TN

Fr. Royce Gregerson 
Diocese of Fort Wayne Indiana

Luke Wilgenbusch and  
Rhodes Bolster
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What better place for future dioce-
san priests to begin a six-week “Rome 
Experience” than with a spiritual re-
treat in Ars, France, near the Shrine 
of St. John Vianney, patron of priests. 
After their orientation on May 20th 
at Mundelein Seminary near Chica-
go, twenty-three seminarians depart-
ed for an adventure that began with 
reflecting on what it means to be a 
priest for the people. 

Pope Francis reminds us by words 
and example of his vision for priests 
today. He says, “The priest who sel-
dom goes out of himself … misses out 
on the best of our people, on what can 
stir the depths of his priestly heart. … 
This is what I am asking you – be 
shepherds with the smell of sheep.”

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

However, a priest for the people 
must first be centered on Christ in the 
Eucharist as the source and root of 
the priestly life. Their daily schedule 
includes Holy Mass, the liturgy of the 
hours, prayer, and Holy Rosary. The 
Ars retreat is an important time for 
the seminarians to draw close to Jesus 
Christ through prayer, reflection, and 

rest in order to fully absorb their spir-
itual pilgrimage.

Their spiritual formation also in-
cludes adoration of the Blessed Sac-
rament, pilgrimages to churches and 
tombs of the martyrs and saints, and 
the sacrament of penance. Visiting 
the holy sites of Christianity makes a 
powerful impact on a pilgrim in re-
alizing how God guides his Church 
and uses his servants as witnesses of 
the Faith.

To help seminarians understand 
their future responsibility as a priest, 
the “Pastoral Practice Seminar” aims 
to bridge the gap between the theo-
logical and spiritual principles learned 
during their pilgrimage. This semi-
nar emphasizes the need for pastoral 
charity in the life of every priest based 
on a total gift of self to the Church. 

CULTURAL FORMATION

The beauty of holiness is every-
where in the Eternal City of Rome. 
The aim of Christian art is to lift 
our hearts and minds to contempla-
tion and worship. Seminarians take  
tours of museums, churches, and 
monuments to understand the ideas 
which inspired the artists and archi-
tects through the centuries. Through 
architecture, sculpture, painting, mo-
saic, and stained glass – the images 
and symbols of our Faith are a great 
gift to our Christian life.

The tours are accompanied by 
courses such as “Art of the Counter-

COMMUNICATING THE FAITH

A Cultural and Spiritual Pilgrimage for American Seminarians
the rOme exPerieNce

Twenty-three seminarians from fourteen dioceses across the United States 
participated in this year’s “Rome Experience” from May 18 to July 1, 2015. 
The program structure is guided by the Vatican’s “Directory for the Ministry and 
the Life of the Priests” and inspired by the thought and work of St. Josemaria 
Escriva, founder of Opus Dei, who dedicated many years caring for the needs 
of diocesan priests and who remains a spiritual guide for many priests today.

“The Rome Experience 
was the experience of a 
lifetime, one that deepened 
my faith and solidified 
my understanding of the 
universal Church, and 
most importantly, brought 
me into a more intimate 
relationship with Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”
Alvaro Varo 
Archdiocese of Miami, Florida
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Reformation” taught by Dony Mac-
Manus, founder of The Sacred Art 
School in Florence, Italy. The course, 
“A Historical Survey of Church Ar-
chitecture,” taught by a Catholic ar-
chitect, explores the structure and 
layout of the church in relation to its 
liturgical needs. This survey gives the 
future priests practical information in 
making decisions about renovating 
older church buildings or the con-
struction of new parishes. 

INTELLECTUAL FORMATION

It is difficult to separate the spiri-
tual and intellectual lessons in the 
formation of a priest, since they are so 
integrally joined. Every lesson in the-
ology, philosophy, or anthropology 
speaks to the practical foundation of 
our Christian life. Fr. Robert Gahl, 
Associate Professor of Ethics at Santa 
Croce, teaches a course called “Hu-
man Virtues for Priestly Fatherhood.” 
The course explains the human vir-
tues needed for a priest to sanctify 
himself and succeed in his priestly 
mission. 

Another academic course is “A Bib-
lical, Historical and Ecclesiastical 
Theology of Rome.” The instructor, 
Dr. Taylor Marshall, President of The 
New Saint Thomas Institute, maps 
out a narrative history of God’s plan 
for Rome as seen through Jewish 
prophecies, apostles, martyrs, popes, 
and Ceasars. 

SANTA CROCE CONNECTION

About eight years ago, Bishop Da-
vid Choby of Nashville, conceived the 
idea of providing diocesan seminar-
ians with a pilgrimage opportunity 
to enrich their formation as strong 
priests for the Church. After getting 
input from other American bishops 
and clergy, and with the support of 
the Pontifical University of the Holy 
Cross, the first “Rome Experience” 
became a reality. 

As the program evolved and im-
proved over the years, more dioceses 
are taking advantage of this power-
ful program to form and inspire their 
seminarians. Today, the board of ad-
visors includes seven American bish-

ops from across the country. In part-
nership with Santa Croce, the “Rome 
Experience” is an excellent comple-
ment to existing formation programs 
for seminarians who have completed 
at least their first year of theology.  

Terrace view from the retreat house where seminarians live during The Rome Experience 
overlooking St. Peter’s Square.

“It is amazing to think that every night we get the chance ‘to see Peter’ as we say our 
Rosary looking out from the balcony onto the dome of St. Peter’s Basilica, the church 
literally built on the rock of St. Peter.”
Stephen Kenyon, Archdiocese of Portland, Oregon

Fr. John Sims Baker, 
pastor of St. Mary’s 
parish in Nashville, 
helped organize the 
first Rome Experience 
seven years ago at 
the request of Bishop 
Choby. “The purpose,” 
he says, “has always 
been for seminarians 
to be in touch with 

the heritage of the Church and to continue the 
formation of priests.”

Working with Fr. Eric Neilson, Director of the 
Rome Experience and pastor of St. Paul’s 
University Catholic Center in Madison, Wisconsin, 
Fr. Baker has been involved in the program since 
the beginning, giving talks such as “The Virtues of 
the Priestly Life,” doing logistical legwork to make 
sure everything runs smoothly and, in recent 
years, being available to the seminarians for 
spiritual direction.

Rome Experience pilgrims discover the rich 
religious artwork and treasures only to be 
found in Rome. In addition to guided tours and 
excursions to religious sites, there are academic 
courses on Christian art and architecture.

No Rome Experience would be 
complete without seeing the 
pope. Here is one seminarian’s 
account:

“I looked up and there was Pope 
Francis about 10 feet from me! 
He looked very happy, joyful, 
and energetic. In fact, I think it 
is at those moments when Pope 
Francis is most himself.”
Steven Reeves
Archdiocese of Louisville, Kentucky
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Jamie O’Rourke arrived in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, in 1970 to attend 
Vanderbilt University and now calls 
Nashville his home. He married, 
raised children, and spent over thir-
ty-five years in the toy manufactur-
ing business. After starting several 
companies and selling them, he now 
specializes in consultation, product 
development, licensing, and litigation 
management.

Although raised in the Catholic 
Church, Jamie had a conversion ex-
perience in college at age twenty-one 
and joined the Presbyterian Church. 
“I realized that there was a God and 
I wasn’t Him,” says Jamie. His com-
mitment and ideals carried over into 
his business life where he tried to treat 

customers and employees according 
to a Christian ethic and worldview. 
He spent a number of years as a Pres-
byterian before reverting to Catholi-
cism fifteen years ago.

Like Scott Hahn, another former 
Presbyterian, Jamie says the Catholic 
converts from this particular branch 
of Presbyterianism were intellectually 
curious. “They were not like kittens 

born in an oven who think they’re 
muffins. They actually think about 
these things. If people could stop us 
from thinking, we’d probably stop 
converting.” In Jamie’s experience, if 
you keep on thinking you’re bound 
to consider the claims of the Catholic 
Church.

The encouragement of his friend 
Michael Gilstrap, who worked with 
Jamie at that time, helped him return 
to his childhood faith. Michael, a for-
mer Episcopal priest, was aided in his 
own conversion by instruction from 
an Opus Dei priest. Michael gave 
Jamie the book In Conversation with 
God, which Jamie says, “has played a 
part in all my conversions.”

The Catholic Church and the In 
Conversation with God book series, 
gave Jamie “a better understanding 
of suffering and prayer and of our 
Blessed Mother.” Today Jamie’s prayer 
for his family and friends is that they 
will be “in friendship with Christ and 
suffer whatever is necessary to get to 
heaven, in communion with the Holy 
Apostolic Catholic Church.” So far, 
five of his nine children have become 
Catholics – most recently, his oldest 
daughter, her husband, and their six 
children.

Jamie’s business sense is clear-eyed 
and precise – including his assessment 
about charitable giving. “As someone 
who believes that it’s better to have 
no priest then a bad priest,” says Ja-
mie, “Santa Croce is one of the an-
swers. Among all of my choices as a 
businessman trying to be prudent, 
Santa Croce is a great investment.”

“What a priest, who is in the person 
of Christ, has to say in order to help 
people is often an inconvenient truth,” 
he says. “People by nature don’t want 
to change, and priests by nature want 
to be liked. But we’re looking for the 
supernatural – priests who want to 
be loved by God by telling people 
the truth – and that’s what I feel 
we’re getting from Santa Croce.”  

a Great iNvestmeNt

Jamie O’Rourke (right) with Michael Gilstrap, Executive Director of The Pontifical 
University of Holy Cross Foundation. Prior to Jamie’s reversion to the Catholic 
Church 15 years ago, Michael gave him a copy of In Conversation with God 
(Scepter Press) meditations on themes taken from the Mass readings for that 
day, the liturgical season, and more.
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When you make a gift to Santa 
Croce you are making an investment 
in the future leaders of the Church 
who will be spread out across the 
world. One way to optimize your giv-
ing is to use a financial investment to 
‘invest’ in the priests and seminarians 
studying in Rome.

Now might be an ideal time to use 
appreciated securities to get the most 
out of your giving. We often hear 
questions like these: “How much life 
is left in this bull market? Are stocks 
overpriced? Should investors take 
some money off the table?” While 
these questions make sense in the fi-
nancial world, the question we should 
ask regarding our love of the Church 
is that of the psalmist: “How shall I 
make a return to the Lord for all the 
good he has done for me?” (Psalm 
116:12)

A very tax efficient way to support 
Santa Croce through the Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross Founda-
tion is to use appreciated securities. 
Here is how it works:

• Instead of making a cash 
gift, use stocks, bonds or mu-
tual funds where you are in a  
winning position

• We record the gift for you at 
the fair market value while you 
take an equivalent income tax 
deduction based on the value 
that day

• You have avoided a capital 
gains tax which allows you to 
deduct more from your taxable 
income

This is a way to maximize the use 
of your generous gift as it makes the 
amount go further for you, while al-
lowing Santa Croce to receive the full 
benefit of your generosity!

Before you give securities, here are a 
few other thoughts to keep in mind:

• If you still want to own shares 
in the stock you have a big gain 
in, you can always turn around 
and buy it back which steps-up 
the cost basis and will reduce 
your gain later if it continues 
to go up

• Giving securities can help you 
conserve cash for other uses

• Only use securities that you 
have held over 12 months

• Only give appreciated  
securities

• It’s a great way to make a  
year-end gift  

Fr. Austin Gilstrap censes the altar before celebrating his first Mass.

YOUR LEGACY AT SANTA CROCE

PuttiNG YOur stOck iN saNta crOce

o Yes, I would like to consider making a gift using a stock or other security. Please send or email (circle 
one) me stock transfer instructions to make a gift.

o Please send me your brochure A Brief Overview of Charitable Planning.

Name (please print) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    Spouse   _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

Address   _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

City  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   State _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Zip   _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   Email   _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

Michael Gilstrap  |  Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation  |  P.O. Box 4508  |  New York, NY  10163-4508.

Request moRe infoRmation - makiNG YOur Gift GO further
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The Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation

P.O. Box 4508  |  New York, NY  10163-4508

Web: www.UniversityHolyCross.org

Phone: (646) 558-6490

Email: Info@UniversityHolyCross.org

The Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation raises much-needed resources 
for the university’s mission. To support the University, please contact the foundation by 
phone, email, or mail.

Get to know the students who 
your financial donations help 
support.

Our brief e-newsletters 
introduce you to the people 
who make up the heart of Santa 
Croce.

Go to our website to sign up 
for your free copy, delivered 
weekly to your email inbox.

UniversityHolyCross.org

frOm all the WOrld tO all the WOrld
Our students are tremendously grateful for the unique opportunity they have to study at Santa Croce. They study 

with world-renowned thinkers, and they meet friends from every continent – all within an easy stroll of the Vatican, 
the Pantheon, and the countless other treasures of the Eternal City, and more importantly, all done for the glory of God 
and the good of His holy Church.

MAKING A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE

“Santa Croce has had an extraor-
dinary impact on me with one 
detail standing out above the 
rest: the chapel attached to the 
university. I had never seen such 
a thing in Vietnam - to have 
Jesus so near to me while I study”
Nguyen Van Cao 
Hanoi, Vietnam
Philosophy Student

“I have grown to understand more 
deeply that the priestly ministry is to 
carry out the mission God gives you 
with joy! I am very happy as a student 
and priest at Santa Croce, and I am 
striving to do well in my studies for 
the glory of God.”
Fr. Fermin Rigoberto Nah Chi
Archdiocese of Yucatán, Mexico

“I am so grateful to be studying at 
the Pontifical University of Holy 
Cross. The rich cultural diversity 
of its student body is one of its 
many treasures. I hope to bring 
the family spirit that is so alive at 
Santa Croce back to my country.”
Akira Kirishima
Kagoshima, Japan
Theology Student Oceania

Asia

Africa

Americas

Europe

7%
7%

22%
63%

On behalf of all our students, THANK YOU! Your help makes a world of difference!

Students by Location:
nnn  Europe
nnn  Americas
nnn  Africa
nnn  Asia
nnn  Oceania (less than 1%)

Santa Croce’s current student  

body of 1,517 hail from

75 different countries!
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