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How shall I make a return to the Lord for all of the good 
he has done for me?  —Psalm 116:12

We can all give thanks by giving back to those we love. Not all of us 
are blessed with great wealth, but we all have an estate of some kind. No 
matter what the size of our estate, or how many assets we might own, 
everyone should have at least a basic will. A will is the first and most im-
portant step in creating an estate plan.

Having a will, and perhaps a living trust also, allows you to exercise your 
own wishes in distributing all of your possessions, your business, or in-
vestments, while providing for your loved ones and the Church. Ideally, 
your plans should provide for:

• Yourself as long as you live

• Your family and dependents
• Others whom you wish to repay a favor or show gratitude
• Christ and the Church through a bequest to your parish, or for the 

education of priests and religious or other religious organizations 
you support

give thanks by giving back



A bequest (will, living trust, beneficiary designation of IRAs or insurance) 
is an expression of your commitment to the people and groups that you 
cherish here on earth.  As a supporter of the Pontifical University of the 
Holy Cross Foundation here in the United States you are ensured that 
any gift you make goes directly to Santa Croce in Rome, as it is the sole 
purpose for which the Foundation exists. Our mission is for the training 
of future leaders to serve the universal Church…leaders from all over the 
world to faithfully serve in the world. 

As Saint Paul says “Love never ends.” (1 Corinthians 13:8) and a bequest 
to the Church is your expression of that never ending love.  If you should 
decide to remember the Pontifical University of Holy Cross Foundation 
in your final plans, you will automatically be enrolled in the Santa Croce 
Legacy Guild. This special association is a way we recognize those who 
have included the University in their estate plans.

your commitment



Who needs a will?
Everyone who owns any property and is concerned about who will re-
ceive it after they are gone. It is important to take charge of your assets 
while you can, before the time comes when you can’t.

When should I make a will?
The time to plan your legacy is now. Since we never know “the day or 
the hour” when we will be called home, the sooner you create a plan, 
the sooner you’ll enjoy the peace of mind that comes with knowing you 
have done it.

Do both my spouse and I need wills?
Yes it is a good idea, even if much property is owned jointly. We never 
know the circumstances that life will present, and you may each have 
special interests that are unique to each of you. 

What if I have a will that no longer meets 
my needs or was written years ago?

You should review you final plans periodically (every five years is a 
good idea), since many changes occur in life. Minor changes can be 
done with a codicil, which is an amendment to your existing will. Al-
ways consult with an attorney when reconsidering revisions.

Frequently 
Asked 
Questions

Q&A



How can I include Santa Croce, or 
other charities in my plans?

Gifts can be specified or designated in various ways such as the following:
• A specific amount
• Property such as real estate, valuables, or stock
• A percentage of your estate
• All or a portion of the residue can be gifted from what is left after 

all other gifts have been fulfilled
• For those living in the United States, the designation of the Foun-

dation as a beneficiary allows the gifts to be received by Santa 
Croce in Rome

Besides a will or living trust, 
what other types of bequests can 
a charity be remembered in?

• Designation of a beneficiary in my IRA or 401K
• Designation of a beneficiary in my life insurance policy
• Designation of a beneficiary in my savings account
• Designation of a beneficiary in my brokerage account

Q&A



When you remember the Foundation in your will you are furthering 
Christ’s mission by supporting the education of seminarians and priests 
at Santa Croce. They will serve the Church in many dioceses and individ-
ual parishes in the United States and over 70 other countries around the 
world. They will serve in many pastoral ministries and collaborate with 
laity in urgent apostolic works.

Bequests can be in the form of a simple will, a living trust, beneficiary 
designation in an IRA or other retirement account. Many things change 
as we go on in life, so it is important to keep our final plans  up-to-date. 
It is recommended that you review your final plans at least every five 
years to keep current with changes in life and your wishes. If you have an 
existing will, it is quite simple and inexpensive to amend it with a codicil 
to meet your current situation. 

Please consider remembering the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross 
Foundation in your final plans. By doing so, you will leave your footprints 
with those of future priests and leaders of the Catholic Church. It is a 
noble act that will help ensure a long line of holy priests to administer the 
sacraments in over 70 countries around the world.

our mission



“The formation of future priests...is considered by the 
Church one of the most demanding and important tasks 

for the future evangelization of humanity...The priesthood 
is absolutely vital. There is no substitute for it.”

— St. John Paul II

The New Testament scriptures always remind us of our responsibility 
to be productive, to be self-sustaining, to provide for our family, to care 
for others, especially the poor and oppressed, and to provide for the spiri-
tual works of the Kingdom of God as represented by the Church.

If we can be of any assistance in discussing legacy bequests, an experienced 
gift planner can speak or meet with you at your convenience. Please contact 
Michael Gilstrap at mgilstrap@universityholycross.org or call 646-558-6491.

St. John Paul II and Blessed Álvaro del Portillo at the 1992 beatification of St. Jose-
maria Escrivá. These three men are the founding fathers of Santa Croce.

our responsiblity
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