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Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water 
Chief Executive 
Water Planning and Sciences South Region  
Attention: Senior Policy Officer 
 
GPO Box 2247  
Brisbane QLD 4001 
 
Email: GoldCoastWP@rdmw.qld.gov.au  
 
Date: 21 July 2023 
 
Re: Submission to Preliminary Public Consultation Notice for the review and replacement 
of the Water Plan (Gold Coast) 2006.   
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
As Queensland’s peak environment non—government organisation, the Queensland 
Conservation Council (QCC) welcomes the opportunity to provide the following comments 
and recommendations regarding the Preliminary Public Consultation Notice for the review 
and replacement of the Water Plan (Gold Coast) 2006 (water plan).   
 
1. Proposal to replace the Water Plan (Gold Coast) 2006 
 
Given the array of emerging issues, improved science and projected increased demand for 
water within the Gold Coast Water Plan area, QCC fully supports the Minister’s decision to 
commence the statutory review and replacement of the Water Plan (Gold Coast) 2007. 
 
2. Water the replacement water plan applies to 
 
Due to the risk of adverse impacts occurring to groundwater dependent ecosystems and the 
Outstanding Universal Value of the Gondwanna World Heritage Area from existing and 
potential increased take of underground water for commercial purposes, its essential that 
groundwater is included in the replacement water plan to ensure that groundwater across 
the water plan area is managed in accordance with the sustainability principles in the Water 
Act 2000. 
 
Recommendation: Include underground water in the replacement Gold Coast Water Plan 
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3. Other matters that must be incorporated into the replacement water plan 
 
Along with the matters in section 3 of the Preliminary Public Consultation Notice, other 
matters that must be considered and incorporated into the replacement water plan 
includes: 

• Specific provisions to implement water demand management and water 
conservation measures across the water plan in accordance with s2 (3) (a) of the 
Water Act 2000, 
 

• Specific provisions to ensure the health of ecosystems, water quality, water-
dependent ecological processes and biological diversity associated with 
watercourses, lakes, springs, aquifers are sustained and to reverse degradation that 
has occurred from the take and interference of water within the water plan area in 
accordance with s2 (2) (2) (c) of the Water Act 2000, 
 

• Specific provisions to ensure the flow regimes required to maintain the productivity 
of estuaries and marine receiving waters including Moreton Bay and the Broadwater 
are provided, 
 

• Specific provisions to ensure that water quality in waterways, estuaries and marine 
receiving waters is maintained in accordance with the Environmental Values and 
Water Quality Objectives established for the water plan area under the 
Environmental Protection (Water and Wetland Biodiversity) Policy 2019, 
 

• Specific provisions to ensure the surface and underground water flows required to 
maintain the Outstanding Universal Value of the Gondwanna World Heritage Area 
and National Parks within the water plan area are provided, 
 

• Placing robust conditions on existing and new licences to extract underground water 
for commercial purposes to ensure the take of underground water across the water 
plan area is ecologically sustainable, 
 

• Along with assessing impacts to the availability of surface water, the impacts of 
climate change on recharge of underground water must also be assessed, 
 

• Converting existing authorisations to extract underground water for commercial 
purposes issued by the Gold Coast City Council or other entities are converted to 
water licences under the Water Act 2000, 
 

• Provisions to establish significant watercourse reaches as per the draft replacement 
Mary Basin Water Plan 

 
Recommendation: Incorporate the above-mentioned in the replacement water plan. 
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4. Consultation and public awareness 
 
Due to the range of emerging issues, competing outcomes and high level of public interest, 
QCC strongly recommends that a stakeholder/community advisory panel consisting of 
representatives from the community, water users, First Nation peoples, local government, 
tourism and environment NGOs is established to provide advice on the development of the 
replacement water plan.  
 
Recommendation: Establish a stakeholder/community advisory panel to provide advice on 
the development of the replacement Gold Coast Water Plan. 
 
5. Studies and investigations required to inform development of replacement water plan   
 
Due to poor quality and paucity of data, studies and investigations that must be undertaken 
to inform the development of the replacement water plan includes:  
 

• Assessing surface and underground water’s role in sustaining the Outstanding 
Universal Value of the Gondwanna World Heritage Area, National Parks and other 
protected areas within the Gold Coast Water Plan area, 

 
•  Assessing the critical flow thresholds for flow dependent species and ecosystems,  

 
• Calculating the volume of water that can be potentially saved from implementing 

robust water use efficiency measures across the water plan area, 
 

• Comparing the socioeconomic value derived from the commercial extraction of 
underground water for the bottled water industry to the socioeconomic value 
derived from the tourism industry underpinned by maintaining healthy 
environmental values by not extracting underground water for commercial purposes 

 
Recommendation: Undertake the above-mentioned studies and investigations. 
 
6. Water for First Nation peoples 

 
QCC fully supports providing First Nation peoples within the water plan with sufficient water 
under the replacement water plan to maintain their cultural values and support their 
economic aspirations. 
 
Recommendation: Provide sufficient water to sustain First Nation Peoples cultural values 
and to achieve their economic aspirations in the replacement water plan. 
 
7. Improved monitoring and measurement  
 
To better monitor and measure the take of surface and underground water, specific 
provisions must be included in the replacement water plan requiring: 
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• The Department to develop and implement a comprehensive surface and 
underground water monitoring program across the water plan area, 
 

• All water users to install water meters to accurately measure the take of surface and 
underground water and, 

 
• The instalment of additional instream gauging stations across the water plan area 

 
Recommendation: Include the above-mentioned in the replacement water plan 
 
8. Conclusion  
 
As they will ensure the take of surface and underground water for consumptive purposes 
within the Gold Coast Water Plan area is sustainable, we urge you to incorporate the 
abovementioned recommendations into the replacement Gold Coast Water Plan. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you need and further information or 
clarification regarding the matters raised in this submission. 
 
Your sincerely, 
 

 
 
Nigel Parratt 
Water Policy Officer 
Queensland Conservation Council 
1/377 Montague Road 
West End QLD 4101 
Email: water@qldconservation.org.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 


