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Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water 
Chief Executive 
Water Planning and Science South Region 
Attention: Senior Policy Officer 
GPO Box 2247 
Brisbane QLD 4001 

Email: MoretonWP@rdmw.qld.gov.au 

Date: 1 February 2024 
 
Re: Submission to the Preliminary Public Consulta6on No6ce for the 
proposed replacement of the Water Plan (Moreton) 2007 
 
Dear Sir or Madam,  
 
As the states peak environment non-government organisaSon, the Queensland ConservaSon 
Council (QCC) welcomes the opportunity to provide the following comments and 
recommendaSons regarding the proposed replacement of the Water Plan (Moreton) 2007. 
 
1. Comments and recommenda6ons  
 
1.1 Proposal to replace exis0ng water plan 
 
Due to the range of emerging issues and improved scienSfic understanding since it was 
established in 2007, QCC fully supports the Minister’s proposal to iniSate the review and 
replacement of the Water Plan (Moreton) 2007, which is due to expire on 14 December 
2026. 
 
Recommenda0on:  
 
• Review and replace the Water Plan (Moreton) 2007 
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1.2  Water to which the plan applies 
 
Due to their significant cultural, environmental and economic values, the replacement water 
plan shoud also apply to water in Moreton Bay and estuaries within the water plan area. 
 
Recommenda0on: 
 
• Ensure the replacement Moreton Water Plan is applied to waters in Moreton Bay and 

estuaries within the water plan area 
 
1.3  Addi0onal issues and ma>ers that must be considered  
 
Along with the issues menSoned in secSon 3 of the Preliminary Public ConsultaSon NoSce, 
other ma[ers and issues that must be considered when reviewing the exisSng water plan 
and developing the replacement water plan includes: 
 
• Assessing whether adverse impacts have occurred to the ecological values of Moreton 

Bay from the alteraSon of flow regimes and water quality in waterways and estuaries 
within the water plan area from the take of water for consumpSve purposes under the 
exisSng water plan, 

• Assessing whether adverse impacts to the ecological values of Moreton Bay may 
increase as a result of any further alteraSon to flow regimes and water quality in 
waterways and estuaries from increasing the take of water for addiSonal consumpSve 
purposes under the replacement Moreton Water Plan, 

• Assessing whether the take of surface and underground water for stock and domesSc 
purposes within the water plan area is causing any adverse impacts to aquaSc 
species/ecosystems and groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDEs) 

• Assessing whether the exisSng water plan adequately promotes the efficient use of 
water in accordance with s2 (2) (g) of the Water Act 2000 (the Act), 

• In accordance with s2 (3) (a) of the Act, incorporate water demand management and 
water conservaSon measures in the replacement water plan to ensure that water 
enStlement holders use water efficiently,   

• In accordance with s45 (2) (b) of the Act, the replacement Moreton Water Plan must 
contain specific provisions to protect the Environmental Values and achieve the Water 
Quality ObjecSves established for the water plan area under the Environmental Policy 
(Water and Wetland Biodiversity) Policy 2019 

• In accordance with the Environmental Policy (Water and Wetland Biodiversity) Policy 
2019, the replacement water plan must contain specific provisions to protect and 
enhance wetland biodiversity within the water plan area – including the Moreton Bay 
Ramsar Wetlands 

• Due to their significant cultural, environmental and economic values, the replacement 
Moreton Water Plan shoud also apply to water in Moreton Bay and estuaries within the 
water plan area 

• In accordance with s45 (2) (e) of the Act, the replacement Moreton Water Plan must 
consider the public’s interest and, 
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• As idenSfied in the Minister’s 2021 Performance Report, the replacement Moreton 
Water Plan must include: 

 
- Contemporary and comprehensive social, economic, environmental and cultural 

outcomes, 
- Provisions to enable increased understanding of underground water resources 

within the plan area, 
- Provisions to enable increased understanding of land use change within the 

water plan area and resulting increased urban, industrial and agricultural water 
demand within the plan area, 

- Provisions to enable improved management of overland flow works within the 
plan area and, 

- Provisions to improve to the monitoring amd measurement of water to support 
future decision making 

 
Recommenda0on: 
 
• Incorporate the abovemenSoned ma[ers and issues in the replacement Moreton Water 

Plan 
 
1.4 Providing water for addi0onal consump0ve purposes 
 
As it will exacerbate adverse impacts that have occurred to aquaSc speices and ecosystems 
from the take of water for consumpSve purposes under the exisSng water plan, no extra 
surface or underground water should be extracted to support addiSonal consumpSve 
purposes under the replacement Moreton Water Plan.   
 
Instead of increasing the extracSon of surface and underground water, any water required to 
support addiSonal consumpSve purposes should be sourced through: 
• ImplementaSon of demand management and water conservaSon measures in 

accordance with s2 (3) (a) of the Act, 
• USlising the Western Corridor Recycled Water Scheme for its intended purpose to 

augement SEQ urban water supply, 
• Stormwater harvesSng and, 
• AdopSon of Water SensiSve Urban Design principles  
 
Recommenda0on:  
 
• Do not increase the extracSon of surface and underground water to support addiSonal 

consumpSve purposes under the replacement Moreton Water Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

1.5  Consulta0on arrangements 
 

Due to the range of emerging issues, compeSng outcomes and high level of public interest, 
QCC strongly recommends that a Stakeholder Reference Group consisSng of representaSves 
from the community, water users, First NaSon peoples, local government, tourism and 
environment NGOs is established to provide on-going and regular advice to the Department 
on the development of the new water plan. 
Recommenda0on: 
 
• Esatablish a Stakeholder Reference Group order to enable stakeholders to provide on-

going regular advice to the Depaertment on the development of the replacement 
Moreton Water Plan 

 
2. Conclusion  
 
As they will greatly improve the sustainability of surface and underground water within the 
water plan area, QCC strongly urges the Department to incorporate the abovemenSoned 
recommendaSons into the replacement Moreton Water Plan. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any further informaSon or 
clarificaSon regarding the ma[ers raised in this submission. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Nigel Parratt 
Water Policy Officer 
Queensland Conservation Council  
1/377 Montague Road 
West End QLD 4101 
Email: water@qldconservation.org.au   

 
 
 

 
 
 


