
 Department of Environment and Science 
 400 George Street 
 Brisbane QLD 4000 

 Email:  policyinitiatives@des.qld.gov.au 

 Date:  25 August 2023 

 Re: Submission to the Consultation Regulatory Impact Statement for the Queensland Lake 
 Eyre Basin 

 Dear Sir or Madam, 

 The Queensland Conservation Council (QCC), Capricorn Conservation Council (CCC), Darling 
 Downs Environment Council (DDEC), Wide Bay Burnett Environment Council (WBBEC), 
 Mackay Conservation Group (MCG) and the Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) 
 welcomes the opportunity to provide this submission to the Consultation Regulatory Impact 
 Statement (CRIS) for the Queensland Lake Eyre Basin (LEB). 

 1.  Introduction 

 As one of the last free-flowing desert river systems in the world, the rivers, wetlands and 
 floodplains within the Queensland LEB provide essential habitat for a multitude of endemic 
 species and migratory birds. 
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 Due to its state, national and global ecological significance, it is critical that the Queensland 
 LEB is protected from oil, gas and other types of development that will potentially cause 
 adverse irreversible impacts to the regions ecological and hydrological values. 

 2.  Preferred spatial option 

 As it will enable the greatest extent of the region to be protected from oil, gas and other 
 types of development, we strongly support spatial option 3 under s8.1.3 of the CRIS to 
 expand current Strategic Environmental Areas/Designated Precincts (SEA/DP) boundaries to 
 include the additional area of rivers, wetlands and flood plains as indicated in the map on 
 page 51 of the CRIS. 

 Key advantages provided by implementing spatial option 3 includes: 

 ●  Inclusion of ecologically and hydrologically sensitive areas that have been omitted 
 from current SEA and DEP’s, 

 ●  Incorporates areas in the Cooper Creek and Georgina Diamentina River catchments 
 that were protected under the former  Wild Rivers Act  2005  and, 

 ●  Does not incur any additional costs for the Department to administer 

 Recommendation:  Implement spatial option 3. 

 3.  Preferred regulatory option 

 As it will prohibit the types of economic development activities that will cause adverse and 
 potentially irreversible impacts to the regions ecological, hydrological, cultural and existing 
 economic values, we strongly support regulatory option 4 under s8.2.4 of the CRIS, which 
 deems all future oil and gas extraction on rivers and floodplains in the Queensland LEB to be 
 an unacceptable activity. 

 Key advantages provided by implementing regulatory option 4 includes: 

 ●  Provides certainty to industry about where it can and can’t operate, 
 ●  Applies a blanket approach, which is easier to administer and avoids risk of 

 unintended outcomes from definitional and regulatory ambiguity and, 
 ●  Avoids risk of unforeseen adverse impacts occurring to the regions ecological, 

 hydrological, cultural and existing economic values 

 Recommendation:  Implement regulatory option 4. 

 4.  Environmental attributes 

 As it will ensure greater consideration of potential impacts to all of the region’s 
 environmental values, we strongly support the implementation of option 2 of broadening 
 the existing environmental attributes for the region by including the full range of ecological 
 and hydrological processes and functions that are critical to maintaining the health of the 
 Queensland LEB. 
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 Recommendation:  Implement environmental attribute  option 2. 

 5.  Addressing First Nations people’s priorities 

 Subject to it receiving First Nation people’s informed consent, we strongly support the 
 approach the Queensland Government is proposing to take to address First Nation people’s 
 issues and priorities in the Queensland LEB. 

 6.  Other matters 

 Other matters that must be considered regarding the potential expansion of conventional/ 
 unconventional gas and other types of fossil fuel extraction in the Queensland LEB includes: 

 a)  Climate change 

 As stated in the CRIS, it is now an indisputable fact that the production and consumption of 
 fossil fuels is a significant cause of global anthropogenic atmospheric warming, which is 
 fuelling dangerous climate change.  In order to limit dangerous climate change, 
 Governments across the world, including the Queensland Government have set greenhouse 
 gas (GHG) emission reduction targets in an attempt to keep global warming below 1.5C. 

 Given that it will lead to a substantial increase of GHG emissions, allowing the expansion of 
 conventional/unconventional gas and other fossil fuel extraction in the Queensland part of 
 the LEB does not conform with the Queensland and other Governments commitments to 
 reduce GHG emissions in order to keep global warming below 1.5C. 

 As it will substantially increase GHG emissions which in turn will fuel dangerous climate 
 change that will affect the ecological and hydrological values of the Queensland LEB, it is 
 therefore essential that the contribution the expansion of conventional/unconventional gas 
 and other fossil fuel extraction will make towards fuelling dangerous climate change must be 
 assessed as a critical priority in context of the Palaszczuk Government delivering its election 
 commitments to protect the rivers, floodplains and wetlands of the Queensland LEB. 

 b)  Adverse impacts to the Great Artesian Basin (GAB) 

 If approved, the expansion of conventional and unconventional gas extraction in the 
 Queensland LEB could result in thousands of gas wells being constructed across the region. 

 Along with causing adverse impacts to surface hydrology, constructing potentially thousands 
 of gas wells across the region will also cause adverse impacts to GAB as a result of needing 
 to bore through the GAB to access shale and other unconventional gas resources located in 
 strata below the GAB. 

 In addition to potentially affecting the geological integrity of the GAB, as each 
 unconventional gas well will need to be hydraulically fractured (fracked) multiple times to 
 enable gas to be extracted there is a significant risk of GAB water quality becoming 
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 contaminated from the various chemicals and compounds in fracking fluids. 

 As it will potentially affect ecosystems, existing industries and communities in the 
 Queensland LEB that rely on the GAB, it is therefore essential that adverse impacts 
 potentially caused by conventional and unconventional gas extraction to the GAB are 
 assessed to determine its effect on delivery of the Palaszczuk Government election 
 commitments to protect the rivers, floodplains and wetlands in the Queensland LEB. 

 c)  Increased competition for available water 

 As its located in ‘tight’ geological formations, unconventional gas wells have to be fracked so 
 that gas can be extracted. Given that fracking requires a substantial volume of water, 
 unconventional gas development in the Queensland LEB will be a major consumer of water 
 across the region if allowed to occur. 

 Due to the small volume of unallocated water that’s available under water plans in the 
 Queensland LEB, proponents of unconventional gas development projects will likely seek to 
 obtain the large volume of water they require for fracking their gas wells by buying water 
 from existing water entitlement holders, which will increase competition for available water 
 across the region. 

 If unable to buy sufficient water, proponents of unconventional gas development projects 
 will then likely pressure the Queensland Government to amend the Cooper Creek, Georgina 
 - Diamentina and Great Artesian Basin and Other Regional Aquifer (GABORA) Water Plans to 
 increase the volume of water that can be used for consumptive purposes, which will 
 potential cause irreversible adverse impacts to surface and underground water dependent 
 ecosystems across the region. 

 As it will potentially affect surface and groundwater dependent ecosystems in the 
 Queensland LEB, its essential that adverse impacts potentially caused by providing water to 
 frack unconventional gas wells is assessed to determine its effect on delivery of the 
 Palaszczuk Government’s election commitments to protect rivers, floodplains and wetlands 
 in the Queensland LEB. 

 7.  Conclusion 

 As they will best deliver the Queensland Labor Party’s 2015, 2017 and 2020 election 
 commitments to protect rivers, wetlands and floodplains in the Queensland LEB, we strongly 
 urge the Palaszczuk Government to implement spatial option 3, regulatory option 4 and 
 environmental attribute option 2 as outlined in CRIS. 
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 Please do not hesitate to contact myself should you require any further information or 
 clarification regarding the matters raised in this submission. 

 Yours sincerely, 

 Nigel Parratt 
 Water Policy Officer 
 Queensland Conservation Council 
 1/377 Montague Street 
 West End QLD 4101 

 On behalf of: 

 Sophie George 
 Coordinator 
 Capricorn Conservation Council 
 PO Box 4011 
 Rockhampton QLD 4700 

 Mike Moller 
 Regional Engagement Co-ordinator 
 Wide Bay Burnett Environment Council 
 PO Box 97 
 Maryborough QLD 4650 

 Penny Claringbull 
 Coordinator 
 Darling Downs Environment Centre 
 info@ddec.org.au 

 Imogen Lindenberg 
 Climate Campaigner 
 Mackay Conservation Group  
 imogen@conservation.org.au 

 Ella Factor 
 Renewable Powered Australia Campaigner 
 Australian Conservation Foundation 
 Level 1, 60 Leicester Street 
 Carlton VIC 3053 
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