
 
The Hon. Meaghan Scanlon 
Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier Reef and Minister for Science and Youth 
Affairs 
Via email: environment@ministerial.qld.gov.au 
 

Monday 16 November 2020 
Dear Minister, 
 
Congratulations on your re-election in the seat of Gaven and in your new role as Minister for the 
Environment and the Great Barrier Reef and Minister for Science and Youth Affairs. 
 
As the State’s peak conservation body, the Queensland Conservation Council (QCC) 
represents over 60 member groups spread across remote, regional and urban areas with a 
network of over 20,000 supporters. 
 
As advocates for the environment, we seek to ensure that your stewardship of Queensland’s 
globally significant environment, and its rich living cultures, will be a legacy that you can be 
proud of.  
 
We would like to work with you to help build government-wide momentum to deliver on-ground 
outcomes and policy initiatives that ensure we are meeting or exceeding world-best practice to 
protect the environment and address climate change.  
 
Our priorities for the next term of government include: 

● Action to address climate change, including the development of a robust Climate Action 
Plan 2020-30, a commitment by Minister Enoch. 

● Seizing the opportunity for Queensland to take advantage of our sun and wind to 
become a renewable superpower.  

● Implementing the Protected Area Strategy and delivering a world-leading protected area 
system. 

● Creating an independent Environmental Protection Agency, as proposed by Minister 
Enoch, which will be essential if Queensland is going to adopt the Federal approval 
process under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act.  

● Strengthening the protection of native vegetation, vital habitat for Queensland’s 
threatened species. 

● Building on the legacy of protection measures for the Great Barrier Reef and other vital 
marine protected areas.  
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● Ensuring Queensland’s network of rivers, lakes and wetlands remain healthy and are 
protected from impoundments, over-extraction and pollution.  

● Seeing our planning laws and regulations reformed to proactively protect biodiversity. 
● Delivering a detailed biodiversity strategy addressing the threats to Queensland's wildlife 

and ecosystems.  
 
We invite you to consider QCC as a civil society advisor - a trusted source of knowledge and 
experience on the environment. Our team of staff and network of member organisations 
represent decades of experience in environmental policy development and implementation.  
 
As a first step, we would like to offer to arrange a number of briefings for you with different 
sections of the environment movement, including regional conservation councils, wildlife and 
threatened species groups and groups working on climate change. These could be 75 minute 
long briefings every month from December to March.  
 
I would also be keen to make time to meet to discuss the implementation of the Protected Areas 
Strategy and how it is incorporated into the 1 December Budget. On October 3 this year, 
Minister Leeanne Enoch released the long-awaited Protected Area Strategy (the Strategy) with 
a welcomed funding announcement of a $60 million “down payment” over four years. Of the 
$60m that came with the Strategy, $28m was allocated to acquiring new protected areas while 
$8m was allocated to private protected areas. The remaining  $24m is to double the Land and 
Sea Ranger positions across the state over four years.  
 
We recommend the Government bring forward the full $36 million identified for acquisitions and 
private protected areas to be available through the December 2020 and 2021-2022 Financial 
Year budgets to secure high priority acquisitions and and private land outcomes currently being 
negotiated.  
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to offer to facilitate a protected areas field trip to the 
Sunshine Coast and Noosa regions to hear from a range of stakeholders including First Nations 
people, timber industry representatives, recreation users and the conservation sector. We 
propose this field trip because there are a number of key policy issues that are proactively being 
addressed in good faith across each of the above interest groups. We could arrange this before 
Christmas at a time that suits you.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me at director@qldconservation.org.au or on 0408841595.  
 
Yours in conservation,  

 
Dave Copeman  
Acting Director 
Queensland Conservation Council  
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