
Hi, I’m Melanie, your Reason candidate for the 
Victorian Legislative Council Northern Victoria 
region.

I am a communication and engagement advisor 
with a passion for movement building. I have 
strong values around family, community and 
the natural environment and my work practice 
reflects this.

I first bought land in Warburton in 2015, 
and eventually moved here in 2021. Living 
in Warby has been a twenty year dream for 
me. But being a solo parent made that very 
hard. Solo parenting and navigating the rental 
market means I have experienced first hand 
the vulnerability that comes with not being in 
charge of your own destiny. As a consequence, I 
am passionate about housing affordability. And 
especially housing for solo mothers and the 
elderly.

I care deeply about the natural environment 
and the world that our children will inherit. My 
desire is to be able to look my daughter in her 

eyes, and say “I did everything I could, to make 
the world a better place for you.” We have a 
long way to go. Ending logging in native forests 
would be the most logical place to start.

Fiona Patten has achieved so much in parliament 
on her own...imagine what Fiona plus friends can 
achieve!

I have a Bachelor of International Development 
and a Master of Environment. Being trained in 
community development and strengths based 
principles, I understand the importance of 
amplifying the voices of those marginalised, 
overlooked, and under represented. A well-
functioning democracy needs to represents 
these diverse perspectives and should welcome 
all of the community.

For too long, our Warby community has been 
neglected by the major parties. For these 
reasons, I am proud to stand as your Reason 
candidate in the Northern region at the election 
this November.
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BEING ELECTED 2014 FIONA HAS SUCCESSFULLY DELIVERED
 3 Legislation for voluntary assisted dying
 3 Harassment free zones around abortion clinics
 3 Medically supervised injecting and treatment centre
 3 Regulated Uber 
 3 Anti hate-speech reforms, due in next term

 3 A ministerial portfolio for loneliness
 3 Decriminalised sex work
 3 Old convictions for minor crimes to be wiped from the 

records
 3 Chaired landmark inquiries into homelessness, cannabis 

and the Criminal justice system
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Fiona Patten’s Reason Party has proven there is a better and more productive way of doing politics. 
We base our policies on two rules - proven evidence and compassion.

Reproductive Health

 3 Protect women’s rights to contraception 
and abortion across the Victorian public 
health system

 3 Ensure government funded hospitals 
provide abortions and contraception 

 3 Introduce reproductive health and 
wellbeing leave in workplaces 

 3 Investment in endometriosis care for 
women and gender-diverse people

Better Health and Mental Health

 3 A new hospital for the north

 3 Upgrade Victoria’s healthcare: more 
funding, services, support for staff

 3 Slash mental health wait times and make 
access easier 

 3 Prioritised early intervention for young 
people 

More Affordable Housing

 3 Build more homes for families, not 
investors 

 3 More social housing now, to smash wait 
lists and take pressure off rental markets

 3 Early intervention strategies to stop 
homelessness before it happens

 3 More purpose-built crisis 
accommodation, with onsite supports

 3 Inclusionary zoning that makes 
developers part of the solution

Drug Law Reform

 3 Decriminalisation of drug use and 
possession, treating it as a health issue 
not a criminal one

 3 Legalise and regulate personal use of 
cannabis

 3 Legalise drug checking to save young 
lives

 3 Let medicinal cannabis patients drive 
when not impaired

IF ELECTED, WE WILL BE YOUR VOICE FOR:
Climate Emergency

 3 Victoria to declare a climate emergency 
and adopt best practice global targets 

 3 Transition to 100% renewable energy by 
2030

 3 End logging of native forests

 3 Invest in industrial hemp as a 
sustainable alternative to timber and 
carbon sink 

Force politicians to be ethical and 
accountable 

 3 Ministerial diaries published in real-time 
- no more secret meetings

 3 A code of conduct for MP’s enforceable 
in law by IBAC 

 3 Cap political party election spending 

 3 Independent oversight of infrastructure 
projects to prevent pork barreling

Tackling Religious Privilege
 3 Freedom of and freedom from religion, 

without discrimination
 3 Religious businesses (not charities) 

should pay their fair share of tax 
 3 Ensure the daily recital of the lord’s 

prayer in Parliament is replaced (yes it 
still happens!)
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