
Hi, I’m Dean, your candidate for Eastern Victoria.

I’m running for Reason for Eastern Victoria because I 
believe in what Reason stands for: evidence-based policy 
and common sense, fairness and equality, and empathy 
and care.

I’m a writer and hospitality worker with a passion for music 
and the arts. I have lived in East Gippsland, Gunnaikurnai 
Country,  for the last three years. 

As a member of the LGBTQIA+ community, I have seen the 
enormous challenges faced by young LGBTQIA+ people in 
regional Victoria, particularly with regard to mental health 
and well-being. The entire state is in the midst of a mental 
health emergency, but the situation is especially dire in 
regional Victoria, with minimal mental health care services, 
no specialists, and excessive wait times. This is completely 
unacceptable. As your representative for Eastern Victoria, 
I will advocate for increased funding for permanent mental 
health care services throughout regional Victoria.

I also happen to be a neurodivergent person living 
with ADHD. On a daily basis, I personally experience 
the challenges faced by neurodiverse people living in a 
neurotypical world. Employment, studying, socialising, 
family relationships, romantic relationships, and even 
day-to-day errands can be much more difficult for 
neurodivergent people than neurotypical people. There 
simply is not enough support, particularly in regional 
Victoria, for neurodiverse people, and many feel left behind 

or forgotten by society. I will work to raise awareness and 
understanding of neurodiversity and increase support 
services, especially with regard to education, employment, 
and health care, to remove the barriers neurodiverse 
people throughout regional Victoria face every day.

Regional Victoria has also been experiencing a drug crisis 
for a number of years. Health issues relating to drugs 
and alcohol are roughly 2% higher than the Victorian 
average. There simply are not enough specialist services 
for people experiencing drug and alcohol issues, resulting 
in increased disadvantage and risk factors for other 
health issues. Regional Victoria is well-placed to explore 
innovative and progressive drug law reform because what 
we have done in the past and what we are doing now 
has clearly not worked. In fact, Eastern Victoria has seen 
an increase in drug and alcohol-related health issues and 
criminal offences, proving that current measures aren’t just 
ineffective; they’re possibly making the problem worse. It’s 
time to start treating drug dependency as a health issue, 
not a criminal one. 

As more and more city folk relocate to regional Victoria, 
I have seen a growing demand for a progressive voice 
in what is a typically conservative area. There are many 
people in this community who are desperate to have their 
voices heard. I would be honoured to be your voice in 
Parliament as your Reason candidate for Eastern Victoria.
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BEING ELECTED 2014 FIONA HAS SUCCESSFULLY DELIVERED
 3 Legislation for voluntary assisted dying
 3 Harassment free zones around abortion clinics
 3 Medically supervised injecting and treatment centre
 3 Regulated Uber 
 3 Anti hate-speech reforms, due in next term

 3 A ministerial portfolio for loneliness
 3 Decriminalised sex work
 3 Old convictions for minor crimes to be wiped from the 

records
 3 Chaired landmark inquiries into homelessness, cannabis 

and the Criminal justice system
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Fiona Patten’s Reason Party has proven there is a better and more productive way of doing politics. 
We base our policies on two rules - proven evidence and compassion.

Reproductive Health

 3 Protect women’s rights to contraception 
and abortion across the Victorian public 
health system

 3 Ensure government funded hospitals 
provide abortions and contraception 

 3 Introduce reproductive health and 
wellbeing leave in workplaces 

 3 Investment in endometriosis care for 
women and gender-diverse people

Better Health and Mental Health

 3 A new hospital for the north

 3 Upgrade Victoria’s healthcare: more 
funding, services, support for staff

 3 Slash mental health wait times and make 
access easier 

 3 Prioritised early intervention for young 
people 

More Affordable Housing

 3 Build more homes for families, not 
investors 

 3 More social housing now, to smash wait 
lists and take pressure off rental markets

 3 Early intervention strategies to stop 
homelessness before it happens

 3 More purpose-built crisis 
accommodation, with onsite supports

 3 Inclusionary zoning that makes 
developers part of the solution

Drug Law Reform

 3 Decriminalisation of drug use and 
possession, treating it as a health issue 
not a criminal one

 3 Legalise and regulate personal use of 
cannabis

 3 Legalise drug checking to save young 
lives

 3 Let medicinal cannabis patients drive 
when not impaired

IF ELECTED, WE WILL BE YOUR VOICE FOR:
Climate Emergency

 3 Victoria to declare a climate emergency 
and adopt best practice global targets 

 3 Transition to 100% renewable energy by 
2030

 3 End logging of native forests

 3 Invest in industrial hemp as a 
sustainable alternative to timber and 
carbon sink 

Force politicians to be ethical and 
accountable 

 3 Ministerial diaries published in real-time 
- no more secret meetings

 3 A code of conduct for MP’s enforceable 
in law by IBAC 

 3 Cap political party election spending 

 3 Independent oversight of infrastructure 
projects to prevent pork barreling

Tackling Religious Privilege
 3 Freedom of and freedom from religion, 

without discrimination
 3 Religious businesses (not charities) 

should pay their fair share of tax 
 3 Ensure the daily recital of the lord’s 

prayer in Parliament is replaced (yes it 
still happens!)
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