
I’m David, and I’m your Reason candidate for Western 
Metro.

I’ve lived in Victoria for fourteen years having grown up in 
Perth. Over that time I can safely say that Melbourne has 
become my home and my favourite place in Australia. 
During my time here I have grown my family to include 
two young children, Henry, 12 and Oliver, 8 and have 
become active in trying to have a positive impact on my 
community. Much of this has been focused on the local 
school community where I served as a member of the 
school council. This allowed me to advocate for both the 
educational outcomes we expect from schools, as well as 
for the care and wellbeing that provides a safe and happy 
environment for all students.

I have a PhD in molecular biology, with much of my work 
focused on developing techniques to help understand 
how to protect people from highly toxic chemicals. I 
also work closely with first responders to find ways 
of using science to protect them and the community. 
I have also worked on fentanyls, which are a massive 
problem in Canada and the US, killing thousands of 
people each year. I am passionate about the need for 
drug law reform and the application of harm reduction 
strategies, the decriminalisation of drugs, and moving 
from criminalisation to a health-focused approach.

My work requires me to make sense of complex concepts 
and ideas and plan for the future by breaking things into 
short-term achievable milestones. As your representative 
for Western Metro, I will apply these skills to advocate 
for reforms beyond short-term political ‘wins’ to those 

that work towards building a sustainable, prosperous 
and happy Victoria. This means recognising that bandaid 
solutions don’t work and that real reform must consider 
housing, education and mental health, which underpin 
many other issues. Taking steps to address these will 
have lasting and long-term social and economic impacts.

In parliament, I will be a strong advocate for First 
Nations people and policies that provide support for 
self-determination. I will also look at ways to work with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to promote 
and celebrate their culture with the community.

I have a passion for music and have played in bands for 
many years. As an independent musician, I understand 
the challenges artists in our community face. While 
Melbourne is quite rightly seen as a place with an 
incredibly vibrant arts culture, there are significant 
barriers for people who look to build a career in this 
sector. Artists need to be supported, especially when 
they are just starting out. Reason policies such as 
the redistribution of funding to small and medium 
institutions, scholarships for emerging artists and 
affordable public liability insurance will assist artists in 
building their careers.

Reason and Fiona Patten have an incredible track record 
of achieving outcomes that benefit the community and 
people who have been traditionally forgotten and left 
behind in our political system. I am proud to stand with 
Reason as your candidate for Western Metro.
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BEING ELECTED 2014 FIONA HAS SUCCESSFULLY DELIVERED
 3 Legislation for voluntary assisted dying
 3 Harassment free zones around abortion clinics
 3 Medically supervised injecting and treatment centre
 3 Regulated Uber 
 3 Anti hate-speech reforms, due in next term

 3 A ministerial portfolio for loneliness
 3 Decriminalised sex work
 3 Old convictions for minor crimes to be wiped from the 

records
 3 Chaired landmark inquiries into homelessness, cannabis 

and the Criminal justice system
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Fiona Patten’s Reason Party has proven there is a better and more productive way of doing politics. 
We base our policies on two rules - proven evidence and compassion.

Reproductive Health

 3 Protect women’s rights to contraception 
and abortion across the Victorian public 
health system

 3 Ensure government funded hospitals 
provide abortions and contraception 

 3 Introduce reproductive health and 
wellbeing leave in workplaces 

 3 Investment in endometriosis care for 
women and gender-diverse people

Better Health and Mental Health

 3 A new hospital for the north

 3 Upgrade Victoria’s healthcare: more 
funding, services, support for staff

 3 Slash mental health wait times and make 
access easier 

 3 Prioritised early intervention for young 
people 

More Affordable Housing

 3 Build more homes for families, not 
investors 

 3 More social housing now, to smash wait 
lists and take pressure off rental markets

 3 Early intervention strategies to stop 
homelessness before it happens

 3 More purpose-built crisis 
accommodation, with onsite supports

 3 Inclusionary zoning that makes 
developers part of the solution

Drug Law Reform

 3 Decriminalisation of drug use and 
possession, treating it as a health issue 
not a criminal one

 3 Legalise and regulate personal use of 
cannabis

 3 Legalise drug checking to save young 
lives

 3 Let medicinal cannabis patients drive 
when not impaired

IF ELECTED, WE WILL BE YOUR VOICE FOR:
Climate Emergency

 3 Victoria to declare a climate emergency 
and adopt best practice global targets 

 3 Transition to 100% renewable energy by 
2030

 3 End logging of native forests

 3 Invest in industrial hemp as a 
sustainable alternative to timber and 
carbon sink 

Force politicians to be ethical and 
accountable 

 3 Ministerial diaries published in real-time 
- no more secret meetings

 3 A code of conduct for MP’s enforceable 
in law by IBAC 

 3 Cap political party election spending 

 3 Independent oversight of infrastructure 
projects to prevent pork barreling

Tackling Religious Privilege
 3 Freedom of and freedom from religion, 

without discrimination
 3 Religious businesses (not charities) 

should pay their fair share of tax 
 3 Ensure the daily recital of the lord’s 

prayer in Parliament is replaced (yes it 
still happens!)
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