
Hi, I’m Eve Cash, and I’m standing as a candidate for Eastern 
Victoria with the Reason Party because the Victorian Parliament 
needs new politicians and new ideas. Born and bred on 
Gunaikurnai country in east Gippsland, I love the bush, and I want 
to see small communities, such as mine, thrive like they did when I 
was a kid.

I am an Auslan Sign Language interpreter for the deaf community 
here in Gippsland, and I love my job. I live on a hobby farm with 
my husband Danny and two daughters, Marlo and Vivienne. We 
have the usual farm animals plus a bunch of free-ranging guinea 
pigs who make excellent lawnmowers. For over 15 years, I worked 
in the community sector as a grants writer and recreation program 
coordinator, serving Deafblind Victorians. Throughout my life and 
career, I have seen how government decisions can make or break 
a community and an individual. The reality is that our state has the 
resources to invest in local economies and provide more quality 
housing and better access to healthcare for people in regional 
Victoria. But the major parties move slowly and are unwilling to 
disappoint their corporate donors to make the necessary changes.

When I was growing up in Bruthen 20 years ago, small businesses 
and local manufacturing were booming, housing was affordable, 
and work was not hard to find. These days, businesses are 
competing with wealthy, global companies when we clearly need 
the profits here. Now is the time to embrace the clean energy 
revolution and make it more affordable for businesses to access 
clean energy and be less dependent on fossil fuels because 
that is our future, so why not start now? With more and more 
unprecedented weather events and rising energy costs, we need 
to safeguard the future of local people by preparing for the 
changing climate. Incentives are needed for farmers and business 
owners to better prepare for the future and lower the carbon 
footprint of their industries.

I am sick of hearing rural politicians go on and on about potholes 

on the roads. Sure, they need to be fixed, but potholes are not the 
real issues facing us rural eastern Victorians. We need investment 
in our kids’ futures! We should not have to move away from our 
heartlands to find jobs, healthcare, and affordable housing. We 
need more affordable, sustainable housing that lasts the test 
of time and doesn’t cost a fortune to heat and cool. Country 
people are being priced out of their own towns. Cheap housing 
developments are not the answer to our housing shortage. Quality, 
government-subsidised housing is the answer.

Accessing healthcare and mental health services in rural areas is 
a challenge, but it should not be. When my two-year-old needed 
antibiotics for an ear infection, I was told the next appointment 
was six weeks away. Vivienne’s eardrums burst on the way to 
the Bairnsdale emergency department. When the pandemic 
shut down schools, my ten-year-old needed to talk to a child 
psychologist. Instead, we went on a twelve-month waiting list, 
only to be told after twelve months that the list was too long and 
we couldn’t be seen. These are issues that desperately need to be 
fixed to ensure healthy future generations.

When I was young, I had friends die from drug addiction. Not 
because they were bad people but because they didn’t get the 
help they needed at the time they needed it. The Reason Party 
takes a harm-reduction approach to drug use and considers drug 
addiction to be a health issue. My friends might still be alive today 
if they had received the help they needed. 

Future generations will face many challenges. To overcome 
them, the Reason Party will use science and evidence to make 
decisions, not ideologies. With a bachelor’s degree in politics 
and international relations, a diploma in Aboriginal studies and 
an advanced diploma in translating and interpreting, I believe my 
education and life experience gives me the skills to lead Eastern 
Victoria into a new era of ideas. It’s time to vote the major parties 
out and start a new parliament with hope for the future!
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BEING ELECTED 2014 FIONA HAS SUCCESSFULLY DELIVERED
 3 Legislation for voluntary assisted dying
 3 Harassment free zones around abortion clinics
 3 Medically supervised injecting and treatment centre
 3 Regulated Uber 
 3 Anti hate-speech reforms, due in next term

 3 A ministerial portfolio for loneliness
 3 Decriminalised sex work
 3 Old convictions for minor crimes to be wiped from the 

records
 3 Chaired landmark inquiries into homelessness, cannabis 

and the Criminal justice system
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Fiona Patten’s Reason Party has proven there is a better and more productive way of doing politics. 
We base our policies on two rules - proven evidence and compassion.

Reproductive Health

 3 Protect women’s rights to contraception 
and abortion across the Victorian public 
health system

 3 Ensure government funded hospitals 
provide abortions and contraception 

 3 Introduce reproductive health and 
wellbeing leave in workplaces 

 3 Investment in endometriosis care for 
women and gender-diverse people

Better Health and Mental Health

 3 A new hospital for the north

 3 Upgrade Victoria’s healthcare: more 
funding, services, support for staff

 3 Slash mental health wait times and make 
access easier 

 3 Prioritised early intervention for young 
people 

More Affordable Housing

 3 Build more homes for families, not 
investors 

 3 More social housing now, to smash wait 
lists and take pressure off rental markets

 3 Early intervention strategies to stop 
homelessness before it happens

 3 More purpose-built crisis 
accommodation, with onsite supports

 3 Inclusionary zoning that makes 
developers part of the solution

Drug Law Reform

 3 Decriminalisation of drug use and 
possession, treating it as a health issue 
not a criminal one

 3 Legalise and regulate personal use of 
cannabis

 3 Legalise drug checking to save young 
lives

 3 Let medicinal cannabis patients drive 
when not impaired

IF ELECTED, WE WILL BE YOUR VOICE FOR:
Climate Emergency

 3 Victoria to declare a climate emergency 
and adopt best practice global targets 

 3 Transition to 100% renewable energy by 
2030

 3 End logging of native forests

 3 Invest in industrial hemp as a 
sustainable alternative to timber and 
carbon sink 

Force politicians to be ethical and 
accountable 

 3 Ministerial diaries published in real-time 
- no more secret meetings

 3 A code of conduct for MP’s enforceable 
in law by IBAC 

 3 Cap political party election spending 

 3 Independent oversight of infrastructure 
projects to prevent pork barreling

Tackling Religious Privilege
 3 Freedom of and freedom from religion, 

without discrimination
 3 Religious businesses (not charities) 

should pay their fair share of tax 
 3 Ensure the daily recital of the lord’s 

prayer in Parliament is replaced (yes it 
still happens!)
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