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On September 25, the Redlands Area Democratic Club held a
mixer/ fundraiser hosted by the membership and
fundraising committees. This was a great opportunity for old
friends to reunite after more than a year of COVID isolation
and for us all to meet our newest members. Thanks to all of
you who brought a friend. We had a total of sixty-three (63)
guests and the evening resulted in ten of them joining the
club!
 
The evening was filled with food, drinks, and camaraderie.
Erica Wilson was the winner of the getting-to-know-you
bingo game - and won a Democratic club t-shirt. While the
main purpose of the evening was social, we also had some
informal fundraising opportunities, including a white
"donkey" sale, a sale of Democratic t-shirts, and tip jars at
the food table and bar. We were able to raise $800 at the
event. If you didn't donate or didn't attend the mixer, you
can still make a donation to build our "war chest" for the
2022 election.
 
All in all, it was a successful event. Many of the guests
commented on what a great time they had. Many thanks to
those who helped with the preparations: Priya Engel
publicized the event and tracked rsvp's; Mario Saucedo,
Frank Garcia, Eddie Sanchez, Nonie Kleinhans, Phill
Courtney, and Lorraine Enriquez, helped with set up; Sondra
Keslar marked the location with a bouquet of balloons,
Lorraine Enriquez, Gilda Gularte, and Ana Mc Naughton
provided food, Roger Ervast and Tim Davis provided the
beer, and members of the executive committee provided the
wine. Many hands pitched in to clean up and Lorraine and
Tim, Nancy Blastos and Roger, Ana, and Mario returned the
day after the event to finish with the clean up.
 
Clearly, it takes the help of many to put on an event like
this. Please consider joining the fundraising committee if
you think you would enjoy helping us with events. Working
together on something like this is a great way to get to know
your fellow club members, have a good time, and help our
club grow. If you would like to join, please contact me:
ddlanderos@gmail.com; 909-792-4839 (landline)

Drinks & Dialogue with Democrats
By Dianne Landeros, Fundraising Committee Chair

James' Corner
A personal message from

 Assemblymember James Ramos 

This year has been challenging, but I am
encouraged by the resolve and dedication
of our communities to help those in need,
lend a hand to those less fortunate, and

carry one another’s burdens. When I ran
for state assembly, I promised to deliver

for the district and find solutions to
everyday problems. Recently, I secured

millions of dollars that will help improve
mental health programs in our schools,
address the homeless epidemic, increase
workforce training, and fund efforts to

curtail the alarming increase in suicides
rates. Bringing resources to the Inland

Empire is my top priority and will
continue to be my focus. Thank you for

the privilege of serving you in the
California State Legislature.
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Lessons Learned in Over Half a Century in the Trenches of
California Community Colleges

 By Don Singer

To begin with, I worked in 5 community colleges, starting with being an instructor
and eventually having the honor of being the president of two of them. I just
retired after 20 years as a Board member of the SBCCD. My career spanned some 51
years. 

Everyone should recognize the value of California community colleges. We, the
taxpayers, spend almost $17 billion educating some 2,000,000 students in 116
colleges in 72 districts each year, and do so with less money per student than the
K-12 system or either CSU or UC. The community colleges do a great job preparing
students to go on to a four-year college or to a well-paying job.

So what have I learned in my many years in the system?

Well, here are a few things: (1) our teachers want to be in the system guiding our students toward their goals,
and are proud of their roles in doing so; (2) both the non-teaching staff and the teachers are active in their
communities, and are very satisfied with their professional duties; (3) the trustee colleagues with whom I served
work very hard in that they not only spend countless hours in Board and committee meetings but attend
innumerable college and community activities and do what they do for the success of the students and the
communities which they serve; (4) those with whom I worked for over half a century would ask that the
residents of our fair state recognize that the community colleges represent the dream that everyone can succeed
in his or her dream of a college education, and would ask that those in leadership positions provide the
necessary financial resources so that more Californians can attend community colleges and attain their dreams
and in turn contribute to an even better state than they found it.

Should any of those who have read these thoughts want to comment, please do so--just recognize that the 116
community colleges are beacons of hope to millions of those who could not go to an institution of higher
education were it not for the California community college system.

Reflections on the Women’s March of October 2021
By Nancy Blastos

October 2,2021 had one of the biggest rallies I have seen since I arrived
in Redlands 20 years ago. It was the "Rally for Abortion Justice" held at
the Court House on Citrus Street. Betty Cocchini, Michelle Buckman,
and I arrived about 12:30 and we began our walk to the end of State
Street and back to city Hall. There must have been 100 women of all
ages and ethnicity. We felt so welcomed by constant cheers from others
and the frequent honking and thumbs-up hand signals.
 
The rally was supported by Planned Parenthood with help from Kristin
Washington, Chair of the San Bernardino County Democratic Party. We
encountered no negative attention of which I am aware. People waited
patiently while we crossed streets frequently blocking traffic as we
walked slowly through the city. 
 
I am aware of huge marches in TX, DC, and of course LA, as well as
other big cities where women are furiously defending their right to
take care of their reproduction as they choose.

As a former employee at PPLC where I did abortion counseling many years ago, I never imagined that abortion
would become a political weapon that the GOP would wield in their cultural wars against decent Democrats who
work diligently for human rights. When I worked in Public Health nursing in Delaware, I encountered poverty
where unfortunate children struggled to eat and thrive, in spite of the hard work their parents performed to
provide for them.
 
I felt empowered by joining my sisters and brothers yesterday to help call attention to my right as a women and
that of my grandchildren to administer self care to themselves without government interference. Abortion is a
solution for a problem that must resolved for the welfare of an unborn fetus and it's parent. The decision is
never made without a lot of tears and pain encountered when birth control fails because there is no birth
control that is 100% effective. 



Mexican Independence Day
By Evangelina Miranda

Two Mexican holidays familiar to most Americans are Cinco de Mayo, which celebrates a military
victory over the French in Puebla in 1862, and Mexican Independence Day, celebrated on September
16, which signals the beginning of a movement to liberate New Spain from the
the Spanish crown. This is the story of Mexico’s independence.

The rebellion began with the ringing of a church bell in the early morning hours of September 16,
1810, followed by “El Grito,” the Cry of Dolores, or a call to arms in the town of Dolores. Roman
Catholic priest Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla challenged his congregation to take action against three
hundred years of oppression, stolen lands, a rigid social order, despised native Spaniards (or
Gachupines), and a bad government. Because New Spain was governed by a politically powerful
viceroy, Hidalgo also advocated for a truer Catholic religion that embraced Our Lady of Guadalupe,
an icon particularly worshipped by the indigenous population.

The Mexican War of Independence endured over eleven grueling years. Local and regional struggles--
or “civil wars”--took place during this time, culminating in a Declaration of Independence of the
Mexican Empire on September 28, 1821. “Mexico” was adopted as its new name. Hidalgo was
acknowledged as the father of this new country.

The 16th of September was declared a national holiday in 1822 and first celebrated in 1824.
Celebrations are a reenactment of El Grito, the call to arms. The Grito is televised from the Zócalo, or
grand plaza, in Mexico City, typically drawing half a million people. Each September 15th, at about
11:00 p.m, Mexico's president stands on the balcony of the National Palace, rings the same bell
Hidalgo used, and recites the names of Mexican War of Independence heroes. Recitation of each
name is followed by shouts of “Viva Mexico!” The president rings the bell a second time, waves the
Mexican flag, and the national anthem is sung, followed by fireworks. 

The next day, September 16th, the national military parades along the Paseo de la Reforma, a grand
avenue, and passes a statue of Hidalgo and the landmark Angel de la Independencia. This patriotic
holiday is celebrated on both sides of the border, with media coverage, parades, marching bands,
beauty queen contests, and a variety of foods families enjoy. 

Viva Mexico!
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The Redlands Area Democratic Club is a group of dedicated Democrats who have joined together to foster the

ideals and principles of the Democratic Party. We encourage Democratic Party activity in and around
Redlands, Loma Linda, Mentone, and Highland. Our most important role is to educate, empower, and

mobilize voters, in order to elect more Democrats to public office.
 

We meet at 11 am on the 3rd Saturday of the month via Zoom. 
 
 

Please check out our website for a calendar of events, call-to-actions, and club business:
https://www.redlandsareademocrats.org/

If you like what you see, we would love for you to become a member!
 

If you would like to submit an article for consideration, please email:
communicationssecretary@redlandsareademocrats.org

Check out our "What Hispanic Heritage Month Means to
Me" social media series on facebook and instagram to hear

stories about Hispanic Heritage from local leaders.


