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Open Letter to Cressida Dick’s Office   - BY EMAIL ONLY  

Cc: 

Sir Thomas Winsor – HM Chief Inspector of Constabulary and HM Chief Inspector of Fire & 

Rescue Service 

Priti Patel - Home Secretary        

18 January 2022  

 

Dear Detective Inspector Chibber 

Thank you for your email response dated 16 January.   

You have neglected to answer all the serious questions I raised.  

We have all watched with growing dismay and concern the increasing number of revelations 
about potentially unlawful gatherings that have taken place at 10 Downing Street and 
elsewhere in Whitehall during periods of government initiated Covid restrictions. The Prime 
Minister himself gave added credence and impetus to some of these allegations at Prime 
Minister’s Questions on 12 January.  
 
You reinforce that the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) follows the four “Es”, namely to 
Engage, Explain and Encourage people to observe the law, before having recourse to a fourth 
“e”, namely Enforcement, But E must not also stand for Evade – allowing the MPS to evade 
its responsibilities or duties.    
 
It is unacceptable for the Metropolitan Police not to investigate breaches of the Coronavirus 
regulations that were in force during the lockdowns of 2020 and 2021, and which applied to 
ordinary members of the public, simply because – apparently - such revelations have only 
come to light recently.  
 
If the Prime Minister acknowledges these events took place by apologising to Parliament and 
Buckingham Place, I fail to understand why Ms Gray’s inquiry is not being suspended pending 
a police investigation instituted by the MPS.   
  
Ignorance of the law is no excuse for any of us. And for the Prime Minister as the Head of 
Government, and for Cressida Dick, as the senior police officer in the Realm, it is imperative 
that the perception is not created that a different, less rigorous standard of conduct or 
scrutiny applies to the Prime Minister and those in positions of power, and yet we, the people, 
faced the full force of the law if we infringed the rules at the time.  
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Consistency of treatment for rule breakers is vital if confidence in you, the Metropolitan Police 
Service, and the police service in general is not to be seriously compromised with long-term 
adverse consequences that damage the respect in which you and the police service are held.  
  
In view of the enormous legal, regulatory, and public policy implications that these issues 
raise, I would be grateful if you would now let me have substantive responses to my original 
question within the next 48 working hours, explaining what action you intend to take and 
with what anticipated outcomes.  
 
For your ease, I restate my questions:  
 

1. The Metropolitan Police have a conflict of interest in this situation, as the parties took 
place in a heavily policed area and the police present permitted the parties to happen. 
What mechanisms are in place to address this conflict of interest?  
 

2. Due to this conflict, the decision not to properly investigate appears to be tainted by 
bias. Is this another example of what the Daniel Morgan panel described as 
'institutional corruption' in their serious and substantiated findings of ‘institutional 
corruption’ against the Metropolitan Police?  
 

3. The Metropolitan Police have fettered their own discretion and have contracted out 
the investigation to the civil service investigating itself. Why has the Metropolitan 
Police fettered its own discretion?  
 

4. What mechanisms are in place to address this fettering of its own discretion?  
 
In view of the public interest in the issues addressed in this letter, I look forward to your reply, 

and shall be making the contents of this letter public.  

 

 
Yours sincerely  
 

Gina Miller 
  
Leader, True & Fair Party 
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