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BUILDING A STRONGER FUTURE

Convention Day One Focused on Our Challenges, Achievements, and Goals 

#RWDSUSTRONG

The first day of the RWDSU Convention showcased words, action, and
music of inspiration, as the union looked back at the unprecedented
challenges of the past four years, the union’s accomplishments in
fighting for working people and helping to ignite a reinvigorated
national labor movement, and the path forward as the RWDSU continues
to lead the charge toward a new wave of activism.

Opening with a rousing set by social activist singers the Fruit of Labor
from North Carolina, a welcome by Atlanta Mayor André Dickens, and
the RWDSU Convention video, the hundreds of delegates, alternates,
and guests in the convention hall were fired up, ready for action, and
ready to organize to make our union stronger. 

 

Following the President’s report, the convention heard what President
Appelbaum called one of the finest speeches from a government official
we’ve ever heard at an RWDSU Convention. U.S. Secretary of Labor Marty
Walsh, calling himself a union man, told the convention how the labor
movement helped him – a son of immigrants – get his first job, become
mayor of Boston, and become Secretary of Labor. He delivered a
message directly from President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the
entire administration: “We have your back.” Walsh discussed efforts
the administration is making to aid organizing, raise pay for
government contractors, and help rebuild both the middle-class and the
labor movement. He praised the work of the RWDSU.

President Stuart Appelbaum delivered the President’s Report, which
outlined the union’s leading response to COVID, and how we stepped in
to demand and win safer workplaces in those chaotic early days of the
pandemic. He detailed the historic organizing campaigns at Amazon
and for New York’s farmworkers, and our game-changing wins at REI
and Housing Works. He put the spotlight on the ways the RWDSU is
helping the entire labor movement realize that it can help workers
stand up to anybody, no matter how powerful. 

“We ignited the match that set the labor movement on fire right now,”
President Appelbaum said. “Starbucks, REI, Apple stores; a new wave of
activism. A new moment of hope. All drawing inspiration from the work
of the RWDSU. We should be proud.” 

VISIT WWW.RWDSU.ORG TO WATCH THE CONVENTION VIDEOS AGAIN AFTER THEY AIR!



A panel was conducted featuring organizers of the historic
Amazon campaign and some of the courageous workers who
stood up to one of the most powerful corporations on the
planet. Michael “Big Mike" Foster, a former chicken plant
worker who helped bring the Amazon workers a voice,
electrified the convention with a sermon-like recounting of
what it’s like to be an underpaid, exploited worker in the South,
and applauded the efforts of the Amazon workers. “The labor
movement is on fire now, because you showed the world we can
fight back,” Foster said.

Focus on Inspiring Amazon Campaign

Amazon workers Ken Carter and Isaiah Thomas described
working at Amazon, and how the company invested millions
trying to crush their campaign with union busters and
propaganda, rather than trying to improve life for workers
there. But they won’t stop fighting. “We just want to improve
our lives, and they want to destroy what we are building. We
won’t give up,” Thomas said.

D. Taylor, International President of UNITE HERE, recounted his union’s
support of the Amazon campaign in Bessemer, Alabama. He said that
unions today need to follow the RWDSU’s example and take risks.

“The labor movement has more potential now than it has in decades.
Workers are angry, frustrated, and looking for answers. The way that
the RWDSU approaches organizing is what all of labor needs to do,”
Taylor said. 

Gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams noted her friendship and work
with the RWDSU Southeast Council, and detailed how as Governor, she
would focus on safety, justice, and opportunity for all Georgians. She
said she’d fight against voter suppression, and that under her
leadership, Georgia would become a beacon of opportunity for all. 

“You shouldn’t have to fight for dignity and to be treated right at work.
Our communities need to be lifted up, not stepped on,” Abrams said. 

Erica Smiley, Executive Director of Jobs With Justice, gave a speech
detailing the importance of a vibrant labor movement to our democracy.
And, she said that a strong democracy depends upon our participation
in all aspects of the economy and our communities. And she applauded
the RWDSU’s innovative organizing efforts.

“Your success is no longer yours alone; it represents the hope and
aspirations of millions of workers across the country,” Smiley said. 
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