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he National LGBT Bar Association, an affiliate of the 
American Bar Association, has selected former SacLE-

GAL co-chair Jo Michael as one of the Best LGBT Lawyers 
under 40-Class of 2015.  Michael, currently the Legislative 
Manager for Equality California in Sacramento, is one of 40 
legal professionals under 40 nationwide who have, in the 
words of the National LGBT Bar Association, “distinguished 
themselves in their field and have demonstrated a profound 
commitment to LGBT equality.”  

Michael’s commitment to the LGBT community start-
ed early and remained focused throughout his career. He 
co-founded his high school’s first Gay-Straight Alliance. 
During his undergraduate education at USC, Michael was a 
field organizer for the “No on Proposition 8, Equality for All” 
campaign. At Pacific McGeorge, Michael was president of the 

LAMBDA Law Student Association and volunteered at the 
LGBT Legal Referral Clinic. As the co-chair of SacLEGAL, Mi-
chael led the organization to achieve a number of long-stand-
ing goals, including a fresh new design and website, and he 
was instrumental in forming and chairing a new Legislative/
Amicus Committee. At Equality California, Michael started as 
a Legislative Analyst and quickly rose to Legislative Manager,  
where his duties include researching issues raised in pending 
legislation, drafting fact sheets, talking points, and position 
letters, testifying before the before the California legislature, 
and bringing together coalitions of community-based organi-
zations in support of legislative priorities.

Michael will be honored at a special awards luncheon on 
August 6, 2015, in conjunction with the 2015 Lavender Law 
Conference and Career Fair, held in Chicago this year.       

SECTIONS & AFFILIATESSteven Muni is a  
Deputy Attorney General 
in the Bureau of Medi-Cal 
Fraud and Elder Abuse. 
He may be contacted at  
Steven.Muni@doj.ca.gov. SacLEGAL’s Jo Michael  

Receives National Honor 
by Steven D. Muni  
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