
Background to Project
The project to ban asbestos across Vietnam,
Cambodia, Laos and Indonesia has been
going since 2017 and seeks to raise
awareness of exposure to asbestos, its health
impacts and the risk to workers and
consumers. It also targets policymakers who
have the power to stop its trade and use. 

The project collaborates with regional and
global ban campaigns. The goal is to
contribute to banning asbestos in South-East
Asia and reducing future asbestos-related
diseases.

The COVID-19 pandemic has continued to
impact the region, delaying planned activities
in the last 6 months in Vietnam, Laos and
Indonesia. Cambodia’s high vaccination rate
meant activities were able to proceed.  

Key achievements in 2021
REGIONAL
After many years of campaigning, the global 
ban asbestos campaign has chalked up a
significant win. The Asia Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB) has amended its
Environmental and Social Framework to
exclude asbestos containing materials from
AIIB-financed projects. This is a major setback
for the asbestos industry in Asia, who will see
their market in this deadly toxic material
further diminish.
APHEDA is also contributing to the Asia
Development Bank (ADB) Safeguard’s review. 
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ADB has responded positively, releasing an
interim notice prohibiting asbestos containing
material in their investments and will produce
and distribute a range of best practice
guidelines and information on alternative
materials to asbestos. 

The campaign also continues to work closely
with the ACTU, global unions and concerned
non-government organisations on the
campaign to list chrysotile asbestos onto the
Rotterdam Convention. This is a convention
that deals with informed consent of imports of
hazardous chemicals.
This year the Asia Ban Asbestos Network
Conference was held online and attracted
over 300 participants from 21 countries and
broadcast with simultaneous translation in 8
languages. For the first time the Pacific was
represented at all four days of the Congress
through the active participation of several
representatives from Fiji Congress of Trade
Unions.
The Asbestos Not Here Not Anywhere
campaign is continuing strong cooperation
with the Australian government’s asbestos
eradication body and the Department of
Foreign Affairs, as well as regional and global
asbestos ban networks
Despite the impacts of COVID-19, the ban
networks in all four countries (made up of
unions and civil society advocating for a ban 

of asbestos in each country) have continued
meetings either online or physical meetings
depending on the state of the pandemic. 

CAMBODIA
The campaign in Cambodia has seen great
progress. A new Decree from the Ministry of
Labour Vocational Training (MOLVT) has
established a government, employer and 
trade union working group to update the
national asbestos profile and to draft the first
national action plan to eliminate asbestos
disease. The project is a collaboration of the
International Labour Organisation, MOLVT
and APHEDA. This tripartite work is
strengthened by the direct asbestos
awareness-raising with the CAMBAN Network,
led by the construction union, Building and
Woodworkers Trade Union Confederation.
This network has run awareness sessions for
employers and provincial authorities as well as
produced new Khmer language videos and
social media clips on asbestos hazards.

LAOS
Working with Lao Trade Union (LFTU) and
LAOBAN network, the campaign has
continued focus on asbestos hazard
awareness including with Vientiane Province
leaders, students at a health university and
workers. The first meeting of the National
Committee on Eliminating Asbestos Related
Diseases, under the Ministry of Health was
held in February 2021 and supported by the
project and a journalist training was held in
November 2021 that significantly improved the
knowledge and awareness of the participants
who were quite inexperienced and did not
know about the hazards of asbestos. A new
range of asbestos awareness posters and
leaflets were also produced. Plans for
expansion of health checks for at-risk workers
and other support to the National Action Plan
were delayed due to lockdowns related to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

VIETNAM
The campaign in Vietnam has been boosted
this year with a new 3-year project focusing on
awareness raising among ethnic minorities, 

Asia Ban Asbestos Network conference 2021 poster



who are the main consumers of asbestos roof
sheets in Vietnam. The project seeks to raise
awareness among these consumers on the
hazards of asbestos, reduce the risk of
exposure to asbestos-containing materials and
promote the transition to alternative products.
The project also supports advocacy for
regulation and stopping imports of the highly
hazardous substance. This year the project
has focused on workshops in a range of
provinces and social media on hazards, a
booklet on safety in disposal of asbestos
materials and designing new awareness raising
flyers targeting specific ethnic minority groups.
Vietnam has seen a drop in asbestos imports
of over 50% in recent years. 

INDONESIA
In Indonesia, the local implementing partner,
Local Initiatives OSH Network (LION) has
revised their strategy to focus on consumer
protection advocacy in relation to asbestos
regulation along with ongoing other asbestos
ban awareness raising and advocacy. 
As Indonesia was hit hard by COVID-19, LION
focused on social media while continuing to
grow the OHS victims network including those
with asbestos-related diseases. LION also
assisted trade unions to integrate OHS into
collective bargaining agreements and develop
and promote a COVID-19 protocol for
workplaces. The expanded social media
awareness-raising focused on both COVID-19
and asbestos exposure risks. 

The expansion into multiple social media
platforms Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
included video podcasts that combined reached
more than 40,000 workers and the community.
A feature of the year was packaged messages
and information in the form of booklets, flyers,
posters, banners, and t-shirts. 

Looking forward to 2021/2022

As the APHEDA management committee has
endorsed a continuation of this priority
campaign to 2024, we are planning to focus on
fighting false claims and unethical tactics by the
asbestos lobby as well as consolidating gains
already made in the Mekong countries and
Indonesia. We expect the COVID-19 to
continue to impact activities within the different
countries. In Indonesia the campaign is
continuing to support both COVID-19 and
asbestos campaign activities with some
activities moving online given the potential for
continuing regional travel difficulties. For the
Mekong, we are planning for a joint focus on
both reducing demand for asbestos products
and campaigning for roadmaps and regulation
for eliminating asbestos use.. 

Placard by Indonesian activists: "No more investment in in asbestos from the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank"


