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In the closing days of the 

California Legislative Session, 

there was an effort to sneak 

through a bill to gut the 

California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA). But 

environmental and labor 

organizations rallied to stop 

the bill.   

We are indebted to Senate 

President Pro Tem Darrell 

Steinberg whose opposition 

helped stall the bill. He 

maintained the proposed 

changes to CEQA should be 

given careful scrutiny and not 

rushed through in the waning 

days of the session. Thirty-

three Democratic lawmakers 

also signed a letter in 

opposition. 

Come the new session in 

January, however, we can 

expect a major push to rewrite 

CEQA from well-financed 

business and development 

interests. And they will have 

an important ally. Last August, 

Gov. Jerry Brown told 

reporters: "CEQA reform is the 

Lord's work." 

CEQA was signed into law by 

then-Gov. Ronald Reagan in 

1970. It requires major 

developments, and 

transportation and industrial 

projects, to undergo 

environmental review even if 

they are consistent with a 

general plan or land-use plan 
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Please Join Us For SARA’s  

Annual Meeting 

Everyone is welcome to attend the SARA Annual 
Meeting on December 1, 2012, at the Effie Yeaw 
Nature Center in Ancil Hoffman Park. 
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

CEQA Could  Lose i ts  Teeth  

that already has undergone CEQA 

analysis. The failed legislation 

would have exempted many 

projects from environmental review. 

California Sierra Club Director 

Kathryn Phillips said the legislation 

"would have knocked the teeth out 

of CEQA." 

Many city and county general plans 

or land-use plans are sprawl 

friendly. Still others have few 

restrictions on industrial operations.  

If a company is going to build an 

incinerator near your neighborhood, 

there should be no exemption from 

environmental review. 

Development interests argued, 

however, that CEQA is too often 

used to block projects.  The 

Sacramento Bee said in an 

editorial, however, that the 

proposed changes would "likely 

lead to environmental injustices." 

Earlier this year, Gov. Brown's 

Office of Planning and Research 

polled local governments on what 

they saw a major obstacles to infill 

development. CEQA ranked 12th 

on a list of concerns. 

Local government leaders 

responded that the chief barriers to 

infill development are infrastructure 

constraints, lot issues, lack of 

funding and the loss of 

redevelopment agencies.   

The Never-Ending Bridge Saga 

 



Help Improve Red Fox Conservation Efforts 

Photo by Ben Sacks 

http://foxsurvey.ucdavis.edu/
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

Alcohol Ban  

Whatever happened to the  
Grassroots Working Group? 

sick, orphaned and injured 

wildlife. They care for more 

than 6,000 birds and animals 

yearly.  

 

Thank you Raley's.   

The Raley's store at Madison 

& Hazel Avenues in Fair Oaks 

makes weekly donations of 

discarded produce to the 

Wildlife Care Association. 

The Wildlife Care Association 

is a 501(c)3 located on the 

former McClellan Air Force 

Base. The association's 

primary mission is the rescue, 

rehabilitation and release of 

Raley's Supports Wildlife 
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Whatever happened to the Grassroots Working Group? 

Goals of the Grassroots 
Working Group 

Adequate funding sufficient to (1) 
provide a safe environment for 
users of the System, (2) preserve 
the cultural and natural resources 
existing in the System and held in 
trust by County government , and 
(3) does not require excessive 
fees and charges that could 
reduce access to the System,  

Stable funding that is not subject 
to diversion to other uses during 
economic downturns, and 

Long term to provide enough 
time for stable operating 
conditions and establishment of a 
track record while providing for 
renewal by voters, say 20 years. 
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

GWG Conclusions 

1. Our Regional Parks and Open Space System will need to be developed 
and expanded to keep pace with population growth. 

2. Connectivity between the units of the System is needed to overcome the 
isolation of many units and relieve pressure on the American River 
Parkway. 

3. Sacramento County cannot continue to rely on state, federal and nonprofit 
revenue to fund acquisition and development of new lands and operation of 
the System in accordance with best practices. 

4. Our Regional Parks and Open Space System is important to attracting new 
businesses to the Sacramento area as well as to the quality of life of all 
residents. 



State Fails to Set a Drinking Water Standard  
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Russ & Dixie Albright 

Russ Andris 

Clifford Anderson 

Mike & Toni Arnold 

Mrs. Jeff Arthur 

Brad & Annette Braddon-Walker 

Vicki Briggs 

California Native Plant Society 

Richard Chin 

Michael Covey & Jacqueline Delu  

E. Patrick Creehan, M.D 

Alison Harvey & Dave Loera 

John Huls 

Elizabeth Ewing 

Janet Feil 

C.B. & E.A. French 

Hon. & Mrs. Eugene Gualco 

Susan Guenard 

Warren Harding 

Peter Hayes 

Tomiko Ibser 

DelMar Janson 

Linda B. Kingsley 

Adele & Jim Kruger 

Janet Lee 

Charles Lindquist 

Jennifer Miller 

Elmer Aldrich 

 

In Memoriam 

Jerry & Eleanor Mitchell 

Tom Monteith 

Virginia & James Moose 

Sue O'Donnell 

Marilyn Pearce 

Ben Peccianti 

Charles & Jane Pivetti 

American River Raft Rentals 

Michael R. Ranta 

Kelly Regan 

Jason Rogers 

Pat Sayer Handley 

Robert & Lyvonne Sewell 

Warren & Judy Smith 

David Strand 

Paul Tebbel 

Nancy & Mick Tooley 

Clifford Vose  

Leo Winternitz 

Dr. Frances M. Wrightson  

SARA appreciates the support of our 
generous members. Without your 
support, SARA would not be able to 
continue our role as Guardians of the 
American River and Parkways since 
1961. New and renewing members 
are listed in Riverwatch according to 
their preference (indicated on the 
SARA membership/renewal form). 
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Bench Installed in Memory of Joe Verderber 

Warren Truitt (left) and SARA Member  
Stuart Gherini 

American River Parkway Film Festival benefits SARA 

Stuart Gherini’s WAW, an enclosed Belgian-
made recumbent cycle 



Joe’s Bench after installation at River Bend 
Park on August 29th 

Joe Verderber 
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