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Sacramento County has a new 
director for the Regional Parks 
and a new chief ranger. 

Jeffery Leatherman assumed 
charge of the 15,000-acre 
Regional Park system in 
February. Stan Lumsden is now 
permanent chief ranger after 
taking the job as interim chief 
last October. 

Both face considerable 
challenges. The county has 
severely reduced the parks 
budget over the past several 
years. Gibson Ranch has been 
turned over to a contractor, 
operation of the Effie Yeaw 
Nature Center was given to the 
American River Natural History 
Association and the county is 
negotiating to sell Elk Grove 
Regional Park to the City of  
Elk Grove. 

The people who previously held 
the director and chief ranger 
positions both took early 
retirement last year, saying they 
no longer had the resources to 
do their jobs. 

Leatherman calls himself a 
lifelong outdoor enthusiast who 
is personally and professionally 
dedicated to protecting the 
environment and natural habitat. 
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Stan Lumsden and Jeffrey Leatherman  
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New Parks Di rector;  New Chief  Ranger  

He grew up in Truckee and graduated 
from California State University, 
Chico.   

Previously, he was general manager 
of the Valley-Wide Recreation and 
Park District in Riverside County, 
California. He also once managed a 
recreational marina.   

Lumsden spent 29 years with the 
Roseville Police Dept. where he 
retired as a captain and commander 
of the Patrol Division. Over the years, 
he served as a member of the SWAT 
Team and also had stints in narcotics 
and vice, youth services and K-9 duty. 
He is a graduate of the FBI National 
Academy and earned a master’s 
degree at St. Mary’s College of 
California. 

Lumsden has eleven fewer rangers 
than his predecessor. There currently 
are 14 funded ranger positions 
including Lumsden and two Ranger 
Supervisors. Lumsden is in the 
process of filling two vacancies. Two 
rangers are dedicated to dealing with 
illegal campers. Because of the 
reduced number of rangers, the 
rangers have had to call for backup 
from other police jurisdictions more 
frequently. 

In a meeting with the Save the 
American River Association Board of 
Directors, Lumsden said he wants 
“more rangers to be seen by the 
public” when people use the parks 
and the American River Parkway. 

He is organizing a force of up to ten 
reserve rangers similar to one he 
once supervised in Roseville.  
Reserve rangers work without pay 
and serve at least 15 hours monthly.  
All, however, are graduates of the 
police training academy, are fully 
equipped and have full peace officer 
status -- comparable to those working 
in police or sheriff’s departments. 

“This is a very good opportunity for 
young folks who want a start in law 
enforcement,” Lumsden said.  “There 
are fewer police/ranger jobs available 
… in the current poor economy, and 
the reserve ranger program can help 
them get experience that will help 
them gain permanent employment.  I 
hope to have the program going by 
the end of May.” 

The proposal is set for action by the 
county Board of Supervisors on  
April 22. 

Lumsden said he hopes to get a 
patrol boat when increased county 
resources become available.  “We 
have responsibility for the river and 
don’t have a boat,” he noted. 

SARA board members have been 
working to restore parks funding.  
SARA members have been reporting 
crimes and vandalism in the parks, 
and the Parkway in particular.  But it 
is apparent that crimes and abuses of 
alcohol and drugs by parks users are 
going unreported.  There also are 
increased confrontations with off-
leash dogs, and more cycles and 
motorized vehicles tearing up habitat 
in areas where they are not 
authorized to travel. 

If you have an emergency on the 
Parkway, call 911. You can report 
encounters or illegal activity on the 
Parkway to the rangers by calling 916
-875-PARK (7275).   

Chief Lumsden and the rangers are 
working to respond as best they can. 
Your report is important so that the 
rangers can have accurate statistics 
that give a true picture of conditions 
on the Parkway.    

Sutter’s Landing Trees to be Replaced 





 

VOLUM E  51 ,  I SSUE  3  P AGE  3  

Fair Oaks Bluff Dedication Set 

View from Fair Oaks Bluff 

A F ish Story  
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Friends of Lakes Folsom and Natoma 

 

 

 

 



Lake Natoma 

http://www.folfan.org


Oscar Balaguer 

Balanced Body — In honor of the 
Endelman Family 

Katie & Noah Baygell 

Leon & Sandra Biren 

Mary Bisharat 

Butterfield-Riviera East Community 
Association 

California Fly Fishers Unlimited 

Joe Ceriani 

Wayne Chubb 

Frank & Clara Collamore 

Ruth Bertsch & Dave Cossel 

Jean & Marvin Delfendahl 

Mark & Karen Delucchi 

Denis De Luchi 

V. Jacobs & Cecilia Delury 

Linda Dixon 

Bob & Stacey Dreizler 

Sally Edwards, Heart Zones 

Peggy Ewing 

Steve & Loretta Featherston 

Granite Bay Flycasters 

Jean Garrity 

Richard Gerber 

Bud Getty 

Ed & Lynne Greaves 

Jane Hagedorn 

Stephen K. Hall 

Carole Harper 

Dave Harzoff 

Emily Wright & Ernest Isaacs 
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Jim & Emily-Ann Standley 

 

In Memoriam 

 
Support County Parks -  

Buy An Annual Pass 

Where to Purchase Your 

Parks Pass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George & Natalie Katibah 

James W. Kirstein 

Jeanne Lemkuil 

Matthew J. McCarthy 

John & Patricia McIntosh 

Linda & Vince McDonald 

Jerry Allan Minton 

Stephanie Monzon 

Steven Mopsick 

Susan Davidson & Dennis Neufeld 

Ray & Lois Perryman 

Charles & Jane Pivetti 

Judy & Gary Quattrin 

Leland H. Ruth 

Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates 

Lilla Strauch 

Gary Stone 

Robert H. Sydnor 

Edie Taylor 

David Thesell 

Shiomi Wilson 

Ellen Dillinger & Richard Wood 

Robert & Sandra Woodward  

Dick Zeiner 

SARA appreciates the support of our 
generous members. Without your 
support, SARA would not be able to 
continue our role as Guardians of the 
American River and Parkways since 
1961. New and renewing members 
are listed in Riverwatch according to 
their preference (indicated on the 
SARA membership/ renewal form). 
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Amer ican River Temperature and Management  is  K i l l ing F ish  

 

Time/Duration Not to Exceed River Reach/Purpose 
Nimbus Dam to Watt Ave. 

May 15 to Sept 30 65 Degrees F For Juvenile Steelhead  
Rearing 

Oct 1 –31 63 Degrees F Adult Fall-run Salmon Holding 

Nov 1 to May 16 60 Degrees F Fall-run Salmon Spawning 

 56 Degrees F Egg Incubation  
Embryo Development 
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Membership and Contributions 

 


