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Camp Pollock is 
Open to the Public  
When the Golden Empire 

Council of the Boy Scouts of 

America offered 90-year-old 

Camp Pollock for sale last year, 

Save the American River 

Association’s governing board 

immediately asked Sacramento 

County’s Board of Supervisors to 

acquire the 11-acre site and add 

it to the American River 

Parkway. 

County officials refused, 

however, claiming they couldn’t 

maintain the property. They also 

acknowledged they were having 

trouble providing money to 

preserve and police Regional 

Parks and Parkway lands under 

their jurisdiction. 

The Sacramento Valley 

Conservancy stepped up and 

facilitated the Camp Pollock’s 

purchase by the State Lands 

Commission. Under an 

agreement signed in January, 

the conservancy will manage the 

heavily wooded site in 

accordance with the American 

River Parkway Plan. 

The camp is located on the north 

side of the American River 

BY STEPHEN GREEN 

The Lodge at Camp Pollock 
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downstream from the Highway 160 

overcrossing in an area infested with 

illegal campers in recent years. 

Conservancy Executive Director Aimee 

Rutledge said her group is working to 

transform the area into a recreation 

gathering spot and nature education 

center. They are restoring the lodge 

built in 1924 so that it can be rented for 

special events, retreats and other 

private occasions. The lodge can 

accommodate up to 250 guests. 

The primitive campground is open 

exclusively to youth and can 

accommodate up to 200 campers.  It is 

one of the few urban camp sites in the 

country. 

The conservancy has organized 

Saturday work parties on the property. 

“We’re working on a native plant 

garden we want to put in front of the 

lodge,” Rutledge said.  “We have some 

invasive weeds, like ivy, we have to 

get rid of. We are cleaning up 

buildings, doing some painting, 

cleaning, waxing the lodge floors.” 

Interpretative trails are planned along 

with facilities for kayakers, cyclists, 

hikers and school groups.  When 

money becomes available, the lodge’s 

kitchen will be remodeled. 

The Sacramento Area Flood Control 

Agency donated $150,000 for 

rehabilitation efforts, and Wells Fargo 

Bank and the National Fish & Wildlife 

Foundation provided another $50,000. 

Rutledge estimated the conservancy 

will need to raise another $300,000 to 

finish their work. 

Donations are tax deductible and may 

be made online at 

info@sacramentovalleyconservancy. 

org or mailed to the Sacramento Valley 

Conservancy, P.O. Box 163351, 

Sacramento, CA 95816. 

People who would like to volunteer for 

work parties may sign up on-line.   

 Camp Pol lock 

 
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Children from the Mustard Seed School examine holes made by Acorn Woodpeckers during a field trip at 
the Effie Yeaw Nature Center. Save the American River Association sponsored a field trip for an inner-
city school class. Photo by Kelly Cohen  
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Butterfield-Riviera East Community 
Association 

California Fly Fishers Unlimited 

Peter Altenburg 

Mike & Toni Arnold 

Katie & Noah Baygell 

Leon & Sandra Biren 

Skip Amerine & Lea Brooks 

Joe Ceriani 

Wayne Chubb 

Ruth Bertsch & Dave Cassel 

V. Jacobs & Cecilia Delury 

Susan Davidson & Dennis Neufeld 

Linda Dixon 

Robert Effinger 

Steve & Marilee Flannery 

Neil Hansen & Florence Higgins 

Richard A. Forehand 

Bud Getty 

Judy Tachibana & Steve Gibson 
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Ed & Lynne Greaves 

Stephen Green 

Elaine Hagopian 

Robert Hanna 

Steve & Gale Hughart 

James Kirstein 

Barbara Leary 

Jeanne Lemkuil 

Laurie Litman 

Alex & Barbara Maurizi 

John & Patricia Mc Intosh 

Kathy Downey & Jim Middleton 

John Moore 

Virginia & James Moose 

Randall & Leslie Morelli 

John Mott 

M.B. O’Neil 

Daryl Petrig 

Ellen Dillinger & Richard Wood 

Patty Richardson 

Leland Ruth 

Gary Stone 

Lilla Strauch 

Lloyd & Linda Swan 

Robert Sydnor 

Edie Taylor 

Lucia Wade 

Sally Weinland 

Charlie & Joan Willard 

Dave Ward & Colleen Wong 

Dr. Frances M. Wrightson 

Dick Zeiner 

SARA appreciates the support of our 
generous members. Without your support, 
SARA would not be able to continue our 
role as Guardians of the American River 
and Parkways since 1961. New and 
renewing members are listed in 
Riverwatch according to their preference 
(indicated on the SARA 
membership/renewal form). 

  

  

Bill Griffith 

Harold Hill 

Louis Joseph Maniscalo 

Stroube Richardson 

Virgil Meibert 

 

 

Fair Oaks Bluffs 
Photo by Warren Truitt 
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This illegal campsite was found in the American River Parkway last winter between Rossmoor and El 
Manto. Empty bags of potting soil were found among the trash scattered about. The former campers may 
have been growing marijuana. Photo by Guy Galante 
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BY FELIX SMITH

Maidu Indians once ground acorns 

on this granite outcrop in Indian 

Stone Corral Park in Orangevale. 

County officials claim they are un-

able to open the park to the public 

due to a lack of funds to maintain it 

and build trails.  

The park is 72 acres or 80 acres 

depending upon which county 

document one reads. Linda Creek 

runs through the park and provides 

habitat for a number of species 

including otters, beavers and 

minks.   
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