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Another American 
River Water Grab 
May be Coming 
BY STEPHEN GREEN 

El Dorado County’s Water & 
Power Authority has asked 
the state for an unused 1927 
water right in order to obtain 
40,000 acre-feet of water 
yearly from the upper 
American River watershed. 

That is a huge amount of 
water.  If you stacked that 
water on a football field, it 
would be eight miles high.  

Most American River water 
currently is used by local 
purveyors, Sacramento River 
users, Delta users, Delta 
exporters or for Delta outflow 
to benefit fisheries and the 
environment. The El Dorado 
diversion would take water 
away from those uses. 
Among the local purveyors 
with the greatest impact 
would be Folsom, Roseville, 
San Juan Suburban and the 
City of Sacramento.   

El Dorado officials say they 
don’t need the water right 
away. If the state gives them 
the water right, El Dorado 
plans to take the water away 
from the purveyors that 
currently use the water and 
then SELL THE WATER to 
other jurisdictions 
downstream — until new 
housing and commercial 
development in El Dorado 
County has a need for it! 

 

 

 

 

 

Folsom Lake 
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Folsom Dam 
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Sophia, a Northern Saw-whet Owl at Effie Yeaw Nature Center 

RALPH WALDO EMERSON 

 

Water Grab 
 

This project would have enormous 
impacts on water supply for 
downstream water users, on the 
flow of water and water 
temperatures in the Lower 
American River, and on recreation 
at Folsom Lake and the forks of the 
Upper American River. 

The El Dorado officials don’t even 
have a plan developed for how 
they would take the water and pipe 
it elsewhere. They have issued a 
Notice of Preparation (NOP) for a 
Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR). And they say they will 
develop the plan as part of the EIR. 

If El Dorado was using all of the 
40,000 acre-feet before this recent 
drought began, the water level in 
Folsom Reservoir in January of this 
year would have been lower than 
the pipeline through Folsom Dam 
that supplies Roseville, San Juan 
Suburban, and Folsom.   

Save the American River 
Association and Friends of the 
River provided comments on the 
NOP, describing an extensive list of 
impacts and mitigations that should 
be addressed in the EIR. We will 
be carefully monitoring the EIR 
process.   
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California has 34 species 
and subspecies of fish that 
are listed as threatened or 
endangered. 

For animal and bird species, 
47 are listed as 
endangered, 36 are listed 
as threatened, six are 
candidates to be added to 
the lists. 
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SARA appreciates the support of our 
generous members. Without your support, 
SARA would not be able to continue our role 
as Guardians of the American River and 
Parkway since 1961. New and renewing 
members are listed in Riverwatch according 
to their preference (indicated on the SARA 
membership/renewal form). 
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