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Earlier this year, the California 

Fish & Game Commission voted 

to allow spearfishing for striped 

bass on the Lower American 

River. 

Save the American River 

Association (SARA) has asked 

the Commission to ban 

spearfishing on the Lower 

American, both for striped bass 

and the non-game species that 

have been fair game for 

spearfishing for some years.  

Divers using spear guns or rods 

could harm people and wildlife 

in the American River Parkway, 

and boaters, rafters and 

swimmers on the river. 

Fortunately, Sacramento 

County Code Section 9.36.060 

prohibits the use of weapons in 

county parks. Article 5.27 of the 

American River Parkway plan 

prohibits the “use of any firearm, 

including air rifle, pellet guns, 

BB guns, paint ball, sling shots 

or any other ballistic devices.” 

Under the state’s Urban 

American River Parkway 

Preservation Act (Public 

Resources Code Section 5840), 

state actions affecting the use of 

lands in the Lower American 

River are to be “consistent” with 

the County’s American River 

Parkway Plan. 

So, spear guns can’t be carried 

onto the Parkway. But it is legal 

for someone in a boat to enter 
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Mugwort, Rush, and Oregon Ash on Lake Natoma’s shoreline 
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

View of Project site from across Lake Natoma 
Photo by Warren Truitt 

SARA expects to run up significant 

legal fees as this suit goes through 

the courts. Donations would be 

appreciated. Checks may be sent 

to the SARA office:  

 

Save the American River Assn 

4441 Auburn Blvd., Suite H 

Sacramento, CA 95841-2551 
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the American River from the 

Sacramento River and pursue 

spearfishing as long as they exit the 

Lower American the same way and 

don’t set foot on Parkway land. There 

is an unsettled question as to whether 

someone with a spear gun or rod can 

enter the river from private property 

with river access. 

The season opened May 1 and ends 

Sept. 15. Spearfishing is allowed from 

about mile 12 on the American River 

(near the William B. Pond Recreation 

Area) to its confluence with the 

Sacramento River.   

It’s likely that more people are 

spearfishing since striped bass is a 

tasty fish unlike the non-game species 

previously being taken such as carp, 

Sacramento blackfish or Western 

sucker.  And the Lower American is 

generally clear and an easier place to 

spearfish, unlike the sediment-filled 

Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers. 

Felix Smith, a retired U.S. Fish & 

Game biologist and SARA board 

member, noted in a letter to the 

commission that May 1 to Sept. 15 “is 

a time of heavy recreation use, i.e. 

wading, swimming, rafting, canoeing 

and boating along with spin cast, fly 

bait, trolling fishermen using the river.  

This puts spear gun hunting of fish in 

serious conflict with other uses.” 

Smith also asked: “How does the 

commission intend to protect Chinook 

salmon (4 races), steelhead and 

sturgeon from being poached — 

taken under the excuse ‘Oops, I 

missed that carp and bagged a 12-

pound Chinook.’“ 

A number of traditional fishers and 

sport fishing organizations also have 

asked the commission to consider a 

ban. They note that a spear wound is 

nearly always fatal. There are few 

catch-and-release opportunities. 

“One of the hallmarks of traditional 

fishing is being quiet and not 

disturbing the water,” said Jim Jones, 

a longtime fisher and member of the 

SARA Advisory Council. “That’s totally 

contradictory to what a 

spearfisherman does.” 

If the commission won’t repeal the 

season, SARA will ask area 

legislators for a bill imposing a ban.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spear guns are lethal weapons being used by 
divers to bag fish on the Lower American River. 
The trigger releases a metal shaft with barbs on 
and near the tip. 
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SARA Board Member Betsy Weiland removed invasive weeds that survived the fire. Photo by Chris Lewis 

Yellow Star Thistle 
Centaurea solstitialis 



Firefighters knocked down hot spots once the main blaze was contained. Photo by Warren Truitt  
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SARA appreciates the support of our 
generous members. Without your support, 
SARA would not be able to continue our role 
as Guardians of the American River and 
Parkway since 1961. New and renewing 
members are listed in Riverwatch according 
to their preference (indicated on the SARA 
membership/renewal form). 

  

Bill Griffith 

Arthur F. White 

Harold Kerster 

Sid Inglis 

 

 

On June 8 at Glenn Hall Park, Councilman Steve Cohn (left) announced his 2013 Volunteer of the Year 
Awards and presented SARA’s own Frank Cirill (right) with a Lifetime Achievement Award for his dedication 
of over 45 years of service to his community. Photo by Steve Harriman  
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You’ll learn, for example, that 

“Brown-headed Cowbirds are nest 

parasites, avoiding 

all parental duties 

and devoting not one 

iota of energy to 

rearing their own 

young ... Instead, a 

breeding female 

carefully monitors a 

nesting pair of 

songbirds, waits for 

an opportune 

moment when both 

parents are away, 

then swiftly lays one 

of her own eggs 

among the host’s 

clutch and makes a rapid getaway, 

leaving the hosts to raise a cowbird 

chick while still trying to raise their 

own offspring. A single female may 

lay up to 40 eggs per season ...” 

The book has maps 

and photos.  But the 

most stunning 

illustrations are 

Keith Hansen’s 

birds.  He drew both 

the male and female 

of each species — 

work that took him 

13 years.  He also 

sells prints of his 

birds from his 

gallery in Bolinas. 

Whether you’re a 

serious birder or 

one who just enjoys being out there 

in the Sierra Nevada, this book will 

give you knowledge that will enrich 

your outing experience.   

This book was years in 

development and provides the most 

complete assessment ever 

produced on the nearly 300 bird 

species that frequent the Sierra 

Nevada, its foothills and nearby 

Great Basin areas. For each 

species, there’s a thorough 

description of their history, habits, 

range and status along with many 

fascinating insights. 
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