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Clyde Macdonald, an expert in 

water resources and law, was 

elected president of the Save 

the American River Association 

at the January Board of 

Directors meeting. 

He replaces Warren Truitt who 

had led SARA’s advocates for 

the past five years during a 

period of many challenges.  

Truitt plans to remain on the 

SARA Board and focus his 

energies on membership 

development. 

Macdonald spent 35 years 

working for the California 

Assembly, including stints as 

chief of staff for the Committees 

on Water, Parks and Wildlife, 

and on Local Government. 

Macdonald staffed Sacramento 

Assemblyman Ed Z’Berg, 

helping to protect Bushy Lake 

which is in the American River 

Parkway. Later, he worked for 

Sacramento Assemblyman 

Gene Gualco and helped get 

funds for the extension of the 

Jedediah Smith Memorial 
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SARA’s New President  

Bicycle Trail along the north side 

of the Nimbus Reservoir. 

He also worked for 

Assemblyman Fred Keeley, 

staffing one of the state park 

bond acts.  And for 

Assemblyman John Laird, he 

staffed the bill creating the 

Sierra Nevada Conservancy. 

Macdonald was elected to three 

terms on the board of the 

American River Flood Control 

District which is responsible for 

the river’s levees.  He also 

served on the Sacramento 

Regional Flood Control Agency 

as a district representative.   

He has been on the Sacramento 

Water Forum since 1995, 

served on the City of 

Sacramento’s Water Master 

Plan Advisory Committee, and 

also served on the County of 

Sacramento’s Ad Hoc Park 

Funding Advisory Committee. 

Most recently, Macdonald has 

been SARA’s vice president.  

He grew up in the East Bay and 

lives in Sacramento.   

He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Engineering from the University 

of California, Davis, and a 

Master’s Degree in Business 

Administration from the 

University of California, 

Berkeley.  

Other officers elected at the 

meeting were: 

 

Stephen Green, Vice President 

Alan Wade, Secretary 

Mary Beth Metcalf, Treasurer 

Warren Truitt, Immediate Past 

President and Membership 

Chair                                                                        

 

Feinstein’s Gift to Water Brokers 
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It’s a New Era for Sutter’s Landing Park  

Sutter’s Landing 
Regional Park 
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The State is 
Failing to Regulate 
Waste Dischargers 

 



Ronald D. Anderson 

Wayne Anderson 

Wesley & Catherine Apker 

Mike & Toni Arnold 

Dan Bacher 

Dodie Backus 

Paul Barth 

Dwight Bartlett 

Geri Bigelow 

Joyce M. Bishop 

Vicki Briggs 

Michael & Pamela Britton 

Shelly Bromberg 

Skip Amerine & Lea Brooks 

Mrs. Richard Chin 

Frank & Doris Cirill 

Joetta & Richard Connors 

Alice Corley 

E. Patrick Creehan, M.D 

David Dawson 

Tony & Margie De Riggi 

Catherine J. DeMauro 

Julie Didion 

William C. Dillinger 

Carol W Doersch 

Daniel W. Edwards, Ph.D. 

Malcom Ettin 

James C. Flint 

Friends of the Swainson's Hawk 

Guy Galante 

Anne Geraghty 

Judy Tachibana & Steve Gibson 

David Graber 

Stephen Green 

Dan & Janie Greene 
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Dick Backus 

Robb Deignan 

Robert Jacobson 

In Memoriam 

Jim Jones 

Stephen Green  

Special Recognition 

Mollie & Tom Quasebarth 

Joe & Diane Ramsey 

Michael Silver & Christine Ratekin 

James Read 

Howard Ross 

Michael & Ann Rothschild 

Michael T. Savino 

John & Julia Serences 

Anthony & Diane Shakal 

Jenny Smith 

Doran E. Smout 

Terry & Tricia Snyder 

Susan Solarz 

Curtis & Judy Spencer 

Carl Sweet 

Ellen Taylor 

Linda Fischer Thomas 

Warren & Mary Truitt 

Linda Villatore 

Kirk & Kris Vyverberg 

Mary M. Wagaman 

Russ & Cindy Warnock 

Frederick & Betsy Weiland 

Steve Wetzel 

John Whelan 

Steve White 

Charlie & Joan Willard 

Dave Ward & Colleen Wong 

Sacramento Bike Hikers  

SARA appreciates the support of our 
generous members. Without your support, 
SARA would not be able to continue our role 
as Guardians of the American River and 
Parkways since 1961. New and renewing 
members are listed in Riverwatch according 
to their preference (indicated on the SARA 
membership/ renewal form). 

Kay & Hugh Griffin 

Ken & Lynn Hall 

Carole W. Harper 

Jill A. Haslam 

Diane & Julian Holt 

Virginia Horning 

Greg Hoyt 

Steve & Gale Hughart 

Tomiko Ibser 

Allen Jamieson 

Cyrus & Charlotte Johnson 

James & Nancy Joye 

Gary Keill 

Thomas & Rebecca Kidwell 

Joseph Klun 

Gary J. Kukkola 

Howard Leach 

Chris Lewis 

Laurie Litman 

J.S. Livermore 

Wilhelmina Loree 

Clyde & Ellen Macdonald 

Kingsley Macomber 

Marty Maskall 

Tony & Joyce Mihanovich 

Mary Morris 

John Mott 

Jim & Emily Moulton 

Jan & Kelly Nimtz 

Stephen Oliva 

Stewart Patrignani 

Doris Brown & William Patterson 

William & Elaine Pesce 

Katherine Pinch 

Ken & Cesslie Pollard 
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for years, this book will expand your 

knowledge of the Parkway and 

introduce you to new places to 

explore. 

New features include equestrian 

staging areas and the Two Rivers 

Trail on the south side of the 

American River from Jibboom Street 

to 12th Street. There are descriptions 

of the Parkway’s plants and 

animals, and many historic photos 

including one of the Southern 

Pacific locomotive that broke 

through an old trestle and fell in the 

river.  You’ll even learn about a 

locale where robbers hung out while 

waiting for a stage coach to  

come by. 

The new and expanded 4th Edition 

of BIKING AND HIKING THE 

AMERICAN RIVER PARKWAY is a 

mile-by-mile narrative of the natural 

and cultural history along the 

Jedediah Smith Memorial Bicycle 

Trail from Discovery Park to Beal’s 

Point on Folsom Lake.   

Even if you have been biking, hiking 

or horseback riding on the Parkway 

This book is the first comprehensive 

environmental history of the 

wetlands of California's Great 

Central Valley. It frames the Central 

Valley in terms of its seminal 

importance as the wintering area for 

approximately 60 percent of the 

migratory waterfowl of the Pacific 

Flyway, and contributes to the 

scholarship of environmental history 

by adopting an ecological 

perspective.  

The destruction of over 90 percent 

of the Central Valley's original four 

million acres of wetlands, and the 

efforts over recent decades to 

restore portions of those wetlands, 

relate directly to issues of Western 

environmental and agricultural 

history---particularly irrigation, 

reclamation, flood control, and large

-scale agriculture.  

The book explores the fate of the 

wetlands in each of the four 

physiographic provinces of the 430-

mile-long Central Valley and 

discusses the evolution of scientific 

and public attitudes toward a greater 

appreciation of the ecological value 

of wetlands.  It concludes with an 

appraisal of the present condition of 

wetlands in each region of the valley 

and of their future prospects in the 

face of continuing threats.   

In addition, it recounts Felix’s 

Smith’s heroic efforts to expose the 

contamination of the Kesterson 

National Wildlife Refuge by 

agricultural runoff. 

Maps, charts and historic 

photographs are included.  The 

author, Philip Garone, is an 

assistant professor of history at 

California State University, 

Stanislaus.  The book is based on 

his Ph.D. thesis at the University of 

California, Davis.  It can be ordered 

at ucpress.edu or amazon.com.    

The book can be purchased at the 

Discovery Shop at the Effie Yeaw 

Nature Center, bicycle shops, some 

books stores, and at ARNHA.org.      
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Stinkwort – “Kill on Sight!” 
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Stinkwort plant 

Stinkwort hairs 
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Membership and Contributions 

 


