
 

V OLUME  53 ,  ISSUE  2  

SPRING  2014 

 

RiverWatch 
 

SAVE  T HE  AMER I CAN R IVER  ASSOCI AT I ON  

this issue  

Brown’s Drought Declaration Suspends 
Environmental Law 

P.3 

SARA’s New President P.4 

In Memoriam P.5 

Statewide Ban on Single-use Plastic 
Bags is Overdue 

P.6 

A Parkway Story P.6 

Honoring Judge 
Gualco 
Eugene Gualco was on the 
Sacramento County Board of 
Supervisors during the critical 
years that led up to the 
establishment of the American 
River Parkway.   

“As a supervisor and a state 
legislator, Gene was SARA’s 
‘go-to-guy.’” said former SARA 
President Clyde Macdonald.  
“We could always count on 
him.” 

During Gualco’s time on the 
board, the 1972 County Park 
Bond was placed on the ballot 
and approved by county voters.  
It provided the funding for 
acquisition and development of 
the Parkway.   

Two years later, the board 
created the Sacramento 
Regional County Sanitation 
District which closed numerous 
sewage treatment plants that 
discharged to the American 
River and replaced them with a 
regional plant south of 
Sacramento near Freeport. 

As a legislator, Gualco carried 
a bill to require the State Parks 

BY CLYDE MACDONALD 

Photo by Guy Galante 

SARA honored retired Superior Court 
Judge Eugene Gualco (left) during the 
annual meeting on Dec. 7. Then SARA-
President Clyde Macdonald presented him 
with a framed photo from the American 
River Parkway. 

Photo by Warren Truitt 
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BY STEPHEN GREEN 



The American River near Lower Sunrise. Photo by Guy Galante 
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& Recreation Dept. to preserve the 
Bushy Lake area on the Parkway.  
There had been plans to turn it into a 
parking lot for CalExpo. 

He also obtained state funds for an 
extension of the Parkway bike trail 
along Lake Natoma. 

Those and other initiatives pursued 
by Gualco were instrumental in make 
the Parkway what it is today.   

 



Stephen Green, the new SARA president, takes a break near the Fair Oaks Bridge.  
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In Honor Of:  
Susan Solarz 
 

SARA appreciates the support of our generous 

members. Without your support, SARA would not 

be able to continue our role as Guardians of the 

American River and Parkway since 1961. New and 

renewing members are listed in Riverwatch 

according to their preference (indicated on the 

SARA membership/renewal form). 
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