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SARA Honors  
Jim Streng 
BY WARREN TRUITT 

A highlight of the December 6, 
2014, Save the American River 
Association (SARA) Annual 
Meeting was the opportunity to 
honor retired homebuilder and 
former Sacramento County 
Supervisor Jim Streng.   

SARA Vice President Warren 
Truitt was given the privilege of 
delivering remarks on behalf of 
the SARA Board of Directors.  
Warren and SARA President 
Stephen Green then presented 
Jim with a framed, Guy Galante 
photograph of the American 
River Parkway, as an 
acknowledgement of Jim’s 
service to the community and 
the Parkway. 

The following, from an article in 
California Executive, is a good 
summary of how Jim is 
perceived by many in the 
community:  

A straight-talking, affable man, 
Streng won a reputation for 
fairness, working hard, and 
avoiding bombast. He proved 
so popular that he ran 
unopposed for his second term.  
On the board he was a swing 
vote, sometimes siding against 
builders. “One of my colleagues 
said Jim Streng has never seen 
a compromise he didn’t like,” 
Streng says. Known for his 
integrity and lack of pretension, 
Streng remains a highly 
respected figure in town. Larry 
Vrieling, who bought a home 
from Streng in 1971, says, “I 
trusted him 100 percent then, 
and still would.” 

BY STEPHEN GREEN
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“He was rare as a county 
supervisor,” Vrieling says. 
“He had no ego, and he just 
wanted to do a good job.” 

Jim has been a consistent 
and true friend to the 
American River & Parkway, 
as a former supervisor, 
homeowner and Parkway 

stakeholder. 

Jim was a major contributor 
to what is now the Jim Streng 
Volunteer Center, in William 
Pond Park — named in his honor. 

Sacramento County Parks’ leaders from the time of Jim’s time as a supervisor, 
universally agreed they truly appreciated their ability to communicate with Jim as 
well as his overall support of Sacramento County Parks. 

This from Illa Collin: 

“While I can’t be there on Saturday, I hope you know that Jim Streng was a 
strong advocate for the Parkway. He was also a joy to serve with on the County 
Board. Wish I could be there to see him honored by SARA. He really deserves 
the recognition.” 

Jim has been both a vocal and generous financial supporter of SARA over the 
years. Examples of Jim’s recent involvement and support of SARA: 

Immediately following a SARA presentation to Jim’s neighborhood association, 
Jim stood and reminded his association members that the beautiful American 
River Parkway their neighborhood looks out over is a direct result of SARA’s 
hard work. Jim stated, SARA is worthy of your financial support. There are now 
many of Jim’s neighbors who are now generous and active members of SARA.  

Jim also recently joined SARA President Stephen Green to meet with 
Sacramento County Executive Brad Hudson to discuss, and possibly resolve, 
issues included in the pending SARA lawsuit against the county. 

The week before the SARA Annual Meeting, Jim agreed to communicate with 
supervisors Peters and Nottoli as well as Rancho Cordova City Council Member 
Linda Budge regarding concerns expressed by adjacent neighborhoods 
potentially negatively affected by up to two proposed electronic billboards on 
Hwy. 50, at the Hazel Ave. exit. 

Our community is a better one for having Jim Streng among us. Not only for 
providing the area with quality affordable homes but as a thoughtful community 
leader. Jim continues to stay involved as a well-respected leader in our 
community. Jim lives in Fair Oaks with his wife Mary Jo. They have three sons 
who also live in the area.   

Jim Streng 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: Mary Jo Streng, Jim Streng, and Guy Galante at 
the SARA Annual Meeting. Photo by Warren Truitt 
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Ronald Hoops 

Jim Houpt 

Steve & Gale Hughart 

Tomiko Ibser 

Lloyd & Margaret Islip 

Kim Myrman & Janis Stonebreaker 

Paul Jorjorian 

Thomas & Rebecca Kidwell 

Kathryn Kirkpatrick 

James Kirstein 

Doug Knight 

Adele & Jim Kruger 

Michael & Corrine Laing 

James Pachl & Jude Lamare 

Richard Korff & Susan Leber 

Janet Lee 

Marya Liberty 

Charles Lindquist 

Laurie Litman 

Marsha Littrell 

Ernie & Katherine Long 

Wayne & Gloria Luney 

Clyde & Ellen Macdonald 

Raymond & Barbara Mackey 

William Mahan 

Kingsley Macomber & Mary Jones 

James & Sandy McAdler 

Corinne Meadors 

Stephen Mendick 

Bob & Mary Beth Metcalf 

Tony & Joyce Mihanovich 

Eric Milstein 

John Moore 
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Jan & Kelly Nimtz 

George Nyberg 
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Michael O'Sullivan 

Charles Paulsen 

Marilyn Pearce 
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Mollie & Tom Quasebarth 

Eldon & Mary Raber 

Michael Ranta 
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Jason Rogers 

David Rolloff 
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Felix & Elizabeth Smith 

Randy Smith 

Doran Smout 

Judy Sohl 

Ron & Patty Suter 

Jacqueline Swaback 

Crystal & Eric Tobias 

Warren & Mary Truitt 

Barbara Wackford 

Alan Wade 

John Wagaman 

Russ & Cindy Warnock 

Sally Weinland 

Katherine Keysor West & Jim West 

Howard J. Whitaker 

Lynda White 

Steve White 

Charlie & Joan Willard 

Doris Brown & William Patterson 

Dan Winkelman 

Tom & Diane Woodruff 

Robert & Sandra Woodward 

Dr. Frances M. Wrightson 

In Honor of: 

Jack Sohl 

Boyd & Mary Frances Keenan 

 
SARA appreciates the support of our 
generous members. Without your support, 
SARA would not be able to continue our 
role as Guardians of the American River 
and Parkway since 1961. New and 
renewing members are listed in Riverwatch 
according to their preference (indicated on 
the SARA membership/renewal form). 

California Fly Fishers Unlimited 

Sacramento Bike Hikers 
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Clifford Anderson 

Wesley & Catherine Apker 

Dr. & Mrs. J.M. Babich 

Richard & Carol Baker 

Oscar Balaguer 

Bud & Karen Banker 

Anne Baron 

John & Deborah Barris 

Paul Barth 

Katie & Noah Baygell 
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Gerald Bernier 
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Randall Bickford 

Geri Bigelow 

Susan Blacksher 

Brad & Annette Braddon-Walker 

Cathleen Branich 
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Mike & Pam Britton 
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Milton Burk 
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Linda Chin 

David & Maxine Clark 

Ellen Cochrane 

Kelly Cohen 

Alice Corley 
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Bill Davis 
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Tony & Margie DeRiggi 

William C. Dillinger 
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Nancy Drewek 
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Bill Felts 
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Al & Teyrez Finlay 

Kieran Fitzpatrick Family 

Steve & Marilee Flannery 

Dave & Kathy Ford 

Richard Forehand 

Anne Geraghty 

Barney Gerber 

David & Jan Graber 
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Dan Winkelman 

http://www.arnha.org/
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In early January, SARA Board 

Member Dan Winkelman 

encountered a tree with a rope 

swing that had fallen into Lake 

Natoma. The swing was installed 

about five years ago. 

“This and the recent tree that fell 

into the lake from the area around 

Parkshore adds to the evidence 

that rope swing installations 

cause tree failures,” Winkelman 

said. “I would speculate that 

those who want this form of 

recreation will be out soon to 

install more rope swings. We 

should all be aware of these folks 

and report their activity.” 

Rope Swings Damage Trees  
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