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June 20, 2025

Los Padres National Forest

Attn: Kyle Kinports - NEPA Coordinator
1980 Old Mission Drive Solvang, CA 93463
Email: kyle.kinports@usda.gov

Re: Comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment for the Los Padres Wildfire
Risk Reduction Project (WRRP)

Dear Mr. Kinports:

On behalf of the 91 undersigned organizations and the thousands of members, supporters,
and community stakeholders we represent, we respectfully submit these comments on the
Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Wildfire Risk Reduction Project (WRRP) in Los
Padres National Forest. While we share the goal of protecting communities and improving
ecological resilience to wildfire, we remain concerned that the current project proposal is
unnecessarily broad in scope, lacks critical environmental safeguards, and falls short of
providing the site-specific analysis needed to ensure ecological integrity and public safety.

We appreciate that the project has been scaled back from its original 235,000-acre
footprint. This revision reflects an important step in the right direction and demonstrates
responsiveness to public feedback. However, even at its reduced size of 90,796 acres, the
project remains too expansive, with many proposed treatment areas located in remote,
rugged, and sometimes random landscapes where vegetation removal is unlikely to offer
meaningful community protection and may, in fact, undermine ecological resilience.

To improve the project and ensure it meets its stated goals while minimizing ecological
harm, we offer the following recommendations.

1. Further Reduce and Refine the Project Footprint

The WRRP should be revised to further reduce its scale and focus only on areas where
treatments will directly support community protection. We support consideration and
adoption of the "Community Alternative” developed by Los Padres ForestWatch and
partners, which prioritizes community safety and excludes remote areas that are infeasible
to treat and offer little strategic value for fire suppression.
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2. Prepare a Full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

The potential for significant impacts to federally listed species, roadless areas, outdoor
recreation, cultural resources, and sensitive ecosystems requires the preparation of a full
Environmental Impact Statement. The EA lacks the depth of analysis and range of
alternatives necessary to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The
WRRP would impact 270 miles of recreational trails and humerous campgrounds, including
iconic backcountry destinations that are central to public enjoyment of the forest.
Treatment areas overlap with designated critical habitat for endangered species and likely
contain undocumented archaeological and cultural resources. These impacts must be
addressed and fully eliminated or mitigated through alternatives identified through
development of a full EIS.

3. Improve Ecological Specificity and Adaptive Management Protocols

The EA lacks detailed information on how treatment methods will be tailored to the wide
range of fire ecologies across the forest. We recommend:

e Establishing clear criteria for when prescribed fire will be used independently of
mechanical thinning to minimize ecological harm.

e Providing ecologically appropriate tree diameter limits tailored to each specific
forest type within the project footprint.

¢ Including adaptive management triggers that respond to negative ecological
outcomes, such as the spread of invasive species or type conversion in chaparral
ecosystems.

¢ Developing explicit criteria for selecting treatment methods, guided by on-the-
ground monitoring and site-specific conditions.

4. Prioritize Treatment Areas Strategically

We urge the Forest Service to develop and disclose a prioritization framework that:

e Focuses first on degraded ecosystems and areas within strategic proximity to
communities.



o Defers or eliminates treatment in remote, undisturbed, and roadless areas unless a
clear, strategic need is demonstrated and impacts are minimized or avoided.

5. Address Invasive Species Risk

Mechanical disturbance (e.g. mastication in chaparral) is a well-documented vector for
invasive plant spread, which in turn can increase fire risk by expanding likely ignition zones.
A robust invasive species prevention and response plan is needed, including pre- and post-
treatment monitoring and clear protocols for rapid mitigation.

6. Eliminate Authorization for Commercial Logging

The WRRP should not authorize commercial logging as a treatment method. While we
understand the need for selective tree removal in some areas to achieve specific
ecological or safety goals, allowing for the commercial sale of forest products undermines
public trust and invites confusion about the project's intent. Commercial logging is not
necessary to implement effective community protection strategies, and many of the
proposed treatment areas are difficult to access or otherwise unsuitable for heavy
equipment, which compounds ecological impacts.

7. Ensure Public Transparency by Providing an Objection Period

The Forest Service should commit to a public pre-decisional objection period, as
referenced on the agency’s project webpage. We urge the Forest Service not to invoke an
emergency determination that would waive this important procedural safeguard. Providing
an objection period allows the public to review and comment on the final decision before it
is implemented, fostering transparency, avoiding future conflict, and allowing time to
resolve outstanding concerns through constructive dialogue.

In conclusion, we urge the Forest Service to reframe this project around scientifically
supported, community-focused wildfire strategies and to fully evaluate its ecological
impacts through preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement. We remain
committed to supporting collaborative solutions and urge you to meaningfully consider
these recommendations as the WRRP moves forward.

Sincerely,
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