
Reflections of a 

Trailblazer:

SBCAN's Tribute to  

Hannah-Beth Jackson

Sunday, November 13, 2022
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

El Paseo Mexican Restaurant
10 El Paseo, Santa Barbara 
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Congratulations	to	Our	Superhero	
Hannah-Beth	Jackson	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

For a lifetime of valiantly representing the 
most vulnerable in our community and always 

being a champion of equal rights for all. 
  

Proudly this year’s SBCAN 

DIVERSITY	DEFENDER	
www.CommUnifySB.org 

 

Diversity DefenderDiversity Defender
CommUnify CommUnify 

Climate ChampionsClimate Champions
Lee HellerLee Heller

Mixteco Indígena Community Mixteco Indígena Community 
Organizing Project (MICOP)Organizing Project (MICOP)

Gail Osherenko & Oran YoungGail Osherenko & Oran Young
Dick FlacksDick Flacks

Jonathan AbboudJonathan Abboud
County Supervisor Gregg HartCounty Supervisor Gregg Hart
Lisa Carlos & Brett QueenerLisa Carlos & Brett Queener

Susan RoseSusan Rose
Law Office of Janet McGinnisLaw Office of Janet McGinnis

Santa Barbara FoundationSanta Barbara Foundation
Margaret ConnellMargaret Connell

Kate SilsburyKate Silsbury
Tom Parker & Karen BroumandTom Parker & Karen Broumand

Equal Pay EffectuatorsEqual Pay Effectuators
Dick MazessDick Mazess

Mechanics BankMechanics Bank
UFCW Local 770UFCW Local 770

Voter PromotersVoter Promoters
Ruth Ackerman, PhDRuth Ackerman, PhD

Rich Appelbaum & Karen ShapiroRich Appelbaum & Karen Shapiro
Scott FinaScott Fina

Senator Monique LimónSenator Monique Limón
Law Office of Marc Chytilo, APCLaw Office of Marc Chytilo, APC

Santa Maria-Lompoc Branch of the Santa Maria-Lompoc Branch of the 
NAACPNAACP

County Supervisor Das WilliamsCounty Supervisor Das Williams
Janet & Harvey WolfJanet & Harvey Wolf

Spencer BrandtSpencer Brandt
Democratic Women of Santa Democratic Women of Santa 

Barbara CountyBarbara County
The Santa Barbara IndependentThe Santa Barbara Independent

BL Borovay & George RellesBL Borovay & George Relles
David LandeckerDavid Landecker
Nancy AlexanderNancy Alexander

Community Environmental CouncilCommunity Environmental Council
Barbara LindemannBarbara Lindemann

SponsorsSponsors

TrailblazerTrailblazer
United Domestic Workers of AmericaUnited Domestic Workers of America
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Program

11 a.m. 

Brunch and social hour 
Music by Nate Torres

Noon - 2 p.m.

Welcome 
by Dick Flacks, Ken Hough, Jeanne Sparks  

and Nadia Lee Abushanab

"Take Me Out to the Ball Game" and  
“Shakespearean Baseball Game”  

by Gale McNeeley

Introduction by Senator Monique Limón

Conversation between Starshine Roshell and 
Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson

"You’ve Got to Have Heart"  
from the Broadway show "Damn Yankees"  

by Gale McNeeley

You Can Make a Difference 
by Janet Blevins and Gale McNeeley

Closing by Dick Flacks
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Thank you Hannah-Beth Jackson and all the radical 
leaders that have helped get us this far.

First District Supervisor Das Williams

Thanks Hannah-Beth Jackson and SBCAN 
for your courage and dedication in achieving 
outstanding advancements in environmental, 
economic and social justice issues.

Dick & Marilyn Mazess

History of Santa Barbara County Action Network

In 2001, a group of community activists and leaders came together 

to discuss the future of Santa Barbara County. This group came to the con-

sensus that although there were numerous local organizations and activists 

working on a wide range of progressive causes, efforts were often frag-

mented and sometimes working at cross purposes. There was a clear need 

for a countywide organization that could bridge the gap between environ-

mental and social justice issues and help progressives find a united vision 

for the future of Santa Barbara County.

In January of 2002, SBCAN was created to serve this purpose.  

Since our inception, many of our board members have been elected to 

public office, including County Supervisor Das Williams, Congressman 

Salud Carbajal, former Santa Barbara Mayor Helene Schneider, and Allan 

Hancock College Board Trustee Hilda Zacarias, and others.

Over the years, SBCAN has played important roles in opposing 

urban development on agricultural lands and development of dangerous 

fossil-fuel projects. At the same time, SBCAN has supported development 

of alternative energy and affordable housing, advocated for immigrant 

rights, and sponsored programs to engage inner-city residents in commu-

nity gardening and educational arts programs.

SBCAN is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. Thank you for 

helping make it into a force for change throughout the county!
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You are a true trailblazer for 
equality, women’s rights, and 
the Central Coast. Thank you 

for all you have done to enrich 
lives in our region!

-Your Friends at the 
Santa Barbara Foundation

THANK YOU, SENATOR 
HANNAH-BETH JACKSON!

Women seeking reproductive health care in Santa Barbara have reason 
to thank Hannah-Beth Jackson for her work as an attorney for Planned 
Parenthood. 
In the early 1980s she sued to protect clients from harassment by 
protesters who were following them into the parking lot at the clinic. 

The protesters claimed free speech rights but 
Hannah-Beth Jackson successfully argued that 
Planned Parenthood was a business, not an 
open forum like a shopping center and could 
limit access to its property. 
Women have since been able to receive the 
health care they wish at Planned Parenthood 
without provocation. 
Thank you, Hannah-Beth!
Margaret Connell

Board of Directors

Dick Flacks, Co-President South
Janet Blevins, Co-President North
Rebecca August, Co-President Mid

Gale McNeeley, Secretary
Jonathan Abboud, Treasurer

Carla Frisk
Lawanda Lyons-Pruitt

Jaime Tinoco
Alhan Diaz-Correa
Stanley Tzankov

Staff

Ken Hough, Executive Director
Jeanne Sparks, Associate Director

Nadia Lee Abushanab, 
Advocacy & Events Director

Mission

Santa Barbara County Action 
Network (SBCAN) is a countywide 
grassroots organization that 
works to promote social and 
economic justice, to preserve our 
environmental and agricultural 
resources, and to create sustainable 
communities.

SBCAN advocates a holistic 
approach to community planning 
that integrates housing, open 
space, and transportation to meet 
the needs of all members of our 
community and future generations.

SBCAN works in cooperation 
with a broad range of progressive 
activists and organizations to 
ensure that all members of our 
community share a voice in our 
future.

Santa Barbara County Action Network

Roundtables

Join us at our twice monthly online Roundtable meetings to discuss and 
network on environmental, economic and social justice issues. Visit 
www.sbcan.org to receive email notices of our Roundtable meetings and 
information on other important issues.
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Hannah-Beth Jackson

SBCAN considers it an honor and privilege to honor Senator Hannah-Beth 
Jackson for her decades of blazing trails in service to th e public.

Her remarkable story starts at the age of seven when she wanted to 
join Little League, but was denied the privilege because she was a 
girl. It didn’t matter that she was one of the best players. That was her 
introduction to gender inequities, which later inspired her to break down 
gender-based barriers as an attorney and elected official.

Jackson served as a California state senator from 2012 to 2020, a state 
assemblymember from 1998 to 2004, started two nonprofits, served as the 
first policy-maker in residence at UCSB, served as adjunct professor at 
Antioch University and is an attorney, among other accomplishments. 

As a senator, she wrote and passed bills that expanded family leave, 
established one of the strongest equal pay laws in the nation, required 
gender diversity on corporate boards in California and expanded 
voting rights. She supported environmental justice and natural resource 
protections, commuter rail, childhood education, veterans treatment 
courts, privacy protections, reducing gun violence and much more.

Jackson has received "Legislator of the Year" awards from a wide range 
of organizations. She was also recognized by Huffington Post when they 
named her one of 11 women "blazing new trails in American politics," 
and the New York Times called her the "State Senator shifting California's 
workplace culture."

Today’s brunch honors Senator Jackson’s commitment to serving our 
community and celebrate her many achievements. The event will also help 
SBCAN raise funds we need to keep doing our part to carry this type of 
work forward. 

Award-winning author and journalist Starshine Roshell will engage 
Jackson in a conversation about her public service. Senator Monique 
Limón, who now holds the seat from which Senator Jackson retired, 
will also speak. Professional performer Gale McNeeley will entertain 
the audience with his rendition of "Shakespearean Baseball Game" in 
recognition of Jackson’s love of baseball and the Boston Red Sox.
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Because of you, Hannah-Beth, we now 
have laws for equal pay, family leave, gender 
equality on corporate boards, and allowing 
16-year-olds to pre-register to vote. 

For all you have done to make life better for 
so many, the League thanks you.
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HANNA-BETH!!!
THANKS

AND 
MAZEL TOV!!!

Dick Flacks

SBCAN is a leading organization on the Central 
Coast combating climate change. I've been proud 
to serve on its board for six years now. 

Thanks to the support of our members and 
donors, every dollar is spent effectively towards 
tangible change.

Jonathan Abboud

During her years in the California Legislature, 
Senator Jackson has made a difference in the 
lives of women and families by the legislation 
she has passed. This includes equal pay and 
paid family medical leave. 

She is an exemplary role model for other 
women who are beginning their careers in the 
public arena.

Susan Rose
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Santa Barbara Independent congratulates  
Hannah-Beth Jackson on her trailblazing career!

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
H a n n a h - B e t h

Y o u  a r e  a  t r u e
t r a i l b l a z e r !

As Hannah Beth stated in December 2020:
“You don’t stop beating the drum … you keep beating 
until people are tired of hearing it.  Until you have what 
you need.”
Thank you Hannah Beth for beating that drum!!

Janet and Harvey Wolf

THANKS!
Ruth Ackerman

Beth,

Sorry to miss the celebration. 

Will be thinking of you with thanks for all that you have 
accomplished over so many years.

Nancy Alexander

Thank you Hanna-Beth.  

You rock!!

Law Office of Marc Chytilo, APC

www.independent.com

Sending gratitude and appreciation to 
Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson.   

CONGRATULATIONS on a job well done!

Santa Maria-Lompoc Branch of the NAACP
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Hannah-Beth, you have been a guiding force for our community 
and our state – and for us personally – an inspiration for as long 
as we can remember. 

We are honored to join in the celebration of your lifelong devotion 
to making the world a better place!

Rich Appelbaum & Karen Shapiro

Thank you Hannah-Beth 

for your many years of public 

service and support for SBCAN.

BL Borovay and George Relles

Congratulations Senator Jackson on an 
incredible career.  And Thank You to 
SBCAN for organizing for justice across 
Santa Barbara County! 

-
Your Help Makes the Difference

SBCAN is a membership-based organization that draws its strength from 
the active participation and support of people throughout the county 
who share our mission. We invite you to join us in promoting social and 
economic justice, preserving our environmental and agricultural resources, 
and creating just and resilient communities.

We hold Roundtable meetings twice a month to discuss a wide range of 
progressive issues and network with other organizations. Sign up at www.
sbcan.org to be notified of the meetings and join us online.

We hold annual membership meetings to elect our board members who 
live throughout the county and come from diverse backgrounds. We 
conduct our own programs and projects as well as serving as a fiscal 
sponsor for projects projects that need a nonprofit fiscal sponsor and 
whose objectives align with our mission.

SBCAN uses its organizational strength to advocate for progressive 
policies that are generated from within and by its allied organizations 
and enables efficient communication and coordination between local 
progressive groups. 

We are active participants in a wide range of environmental and social 
justice coalitions across the county, including CAUSE, Los Padres 
ForestWatch, Community Environmental Council, MICOP, Environmental 
Defense Center, Food and Water Watch, MOVE Santa Barbara County, 
and Safe Energy Now! North County.

We would appreciate your support by becoming a member or making a 
contribution to our organization.

You can make a one-time donation or sign up for monthly contributions 
online at our website, or mail a check to us payable to SBCAN.

SBCAN
P.O. Box 6174, Santa Maria, CA 93456

805.563.0463
info@sbcan.org, www.sbcan.org

Facebook.com/SBCANorg




