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www.CommUnifySB.org      805.964.8857 

 

“Greatness will come by looking forward – 
untethered from the politics of the past 

and anchored by our shared values – and 
by changing our nation’s future.” 

~ Pete Buttigieg 
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Thanks to Our Thanks to Our Generous SponsorsGenerous Sponsors

Golden EagleGolden Eagle
Blosser Urban GardenBlosser Urban Garden

Red-tailed HawkRed-tailed Hawk
CommUnifyCommUnify

CAUSECAUSE

Dick MazessDick Mazess

UFCW Local 770UFCW Local 770

UDW - AFSCME Local 3930UDW - AFSCME Local 3930

SEIU Local 620SEIU Local 620

Mechanics BankMechanics Bank

California QuailCalifornia Quail
McCune FoundationMcCune Foundation

Dick FlacksDick Flacks

SEIU Local 721SEIU Local 721

Central Coast Labor Council Central Coast Labor Council 

Kathy Sharum & David DennisKathy Sharum & David Dennis

Anna's HummingbirdAnna's Hummingbird
The Land Trust for Santa Barbara CountyThe Land Trust for Santa Barbara County

Janet Blevins & Gary SmithJanet Blevins & Gary Smith

Law Office of Marc Chytilo, APCLaw Office of Marc Chytilo, APC

Santa Maria-Lompoc Branch of the NAACPSanta Maria-Lompoc Branch of the NAACP

Karen MayesKaren Mayes

County Supervisor Das WilliamsCounty Supervisor Das Williams

Congressman Salud CarbajalCongressman Salud Carbajal

Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes CenterGuadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center

The Fund for Santa Barbara The Fund for Santa Barbara 

Lisa Carlos & Brett QueenerLisa Carlos & Brett Queener

Democratic Club of Santa Maria Valley Democratic Club of Santa Maria Valley 

Jaime Tinoco Jaime Tinoco 

Family Service AgencyFamily Service Agency
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PROGRAMPROGRAM  

3 p.m.  Social & Call for Dinner 3 p.m.  Social & Call for Dinner 
Bob Moloznik on accordion  

4 p.m. Opening Remarks4 p.m. Opening Remarks  
Rebecca August, SBCAN North County Co-President 

Jeanne Sparks, SBCAN Associate Director 
Ken Hough, SBCAN Executive Director

Nadia Lee Abushanab, SBCAN Advocacy and Events Director

Awards Presentations & SongsAwards Presentations & Songs
Gale McNeeley, Angelina Rocha, Ricardo Salazar and Lillian Street

 

HonoreesHonorees

Christina HernandezChristina Hernandez
Environmental AwardEnvironmental Award

Cuyama Valley Family Resource CenterCuyama Valley Family Resource Center
Working Families AwardWorking Families Award

Lompoc C4: Collective Cultures Creating ChangeLompoc C4: Collective Cultures Creating Change
Giving Back AwardGiving Back Award

Santa Ynez Valley PrideSanta Ynez Valley Pride
Social Justice AwardSocial Justice Award

Carlos GonzalezCarlos Gonzalez
Youth Activist AwardYouth Activist Award

Fr. Peter Kang & St. Peter’s Episcopal ChurchFr. Peter Kang & St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
"Looking Forward" Award "Looking Forward" Award 

You Can Make a Difference You Can Make a Difference 
Dick Flacks, SBCAN South County Co-President

Lawanda Lyons-Pruitt, SBCAN Director  
Janet Blevins, SBCAN Director

Closing Remarks Closing Remarks 
Rebeca August, SBCAN North County Co-President
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Christina HernandezChristina Hernandez
Environmental AwardEnvironmental Award

For valuing, protecting and preserving our natural resources and environment

Christina Hernandez is a Central Coast 
native and a Guadalupe City Councilmember 
who grew up in the small city of Guadalupe. 

She never thought she would work in 
community outreach and environmental 
activism, but she found a niche in the 
nonprofit world. 

Working at a natural history museum, 
she has inspired others to participate 
in improving Guadalupe by putting her own boots on the ground. 
Since 2014, Christina has educated herself on the importance of 
environmental stewardship and has made it her goal to intertwine this 
mentality within her own community.

After completing the California Naturalist and Climate Steward 
Program, Christina saw new connections with governmental bodies to 
bring resources to Guadalupe.

In Guadalupe, Christina is known to lead beach clean-ups in 
partnership with governmental agencies and other nonprofits. She 
knows that Guadalupe’s significance and splendor lies in its unique 
dune ecosystem. 

Her goal is to bridge the gap between her community and the 
activism that will enhance this small coastal town’s appreciation for its 
natural and historical integrities. 

She plans to continue the mission of educating the community and 
hopes to see her grassroots efforts spread beyond local levels.
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www.udwa.org twitter.com/udwa facebook.com/UDW

We are care workers. 
We are dedicated to fighting for the rights of 
workers, seniors, and people with disabilities.

UDW IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

SANTA BARBARA 
COUNTY  

ACTION NETWORK
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Cuyama Valley Family Resource CenterCuyama Valley Family Resource Center
Working Families AwardWorking Families Award

For helping working families

The Cuyama Valley Family Resource Center 
provides services aimed at creating a positive future 
for the children, families, seniors and the community 
as a whole in the Cuyama Valley. 

The CVFRC delivers programs that meet 
community-identified needs, striving to support 
improvements in the health, literacy, leadership, 
and overall well-being of Cuyama residents of all 
ages, cultures, and backgrounds. CVFRC programs 

provide opportunities for individual and family development and also 
gives community members tools and support to work together and have 
a voice on issues and policy decisions that affect them in the short- and 
long-term. 

Program Manager Martha Yepez is the heart and soul of the FRC. 
Martha has served the Cuyama Valley community for the past 23 years. 
Starting with just a phone and a desk tucked away in a corner of a 
community clinic, Martha began connecting children and families with 
needed services ... and has never stopped. 

Through her work at the CVFRC, Martha has launched countless 
programs, including a summer literacy program, a school backpack 
program, socialization and health programs for seniors, mental health 
groups, parent support groups, school readiness, the local Cuyama 
Promotores Network, and many more. 

During the pandemic, she coordinated multiple vaccine events—
calling everyone personally to remind them of their appointment—and 
helped to distribute thousands of at-home COVID tests, and somehow 
found time to cook 11,000 meals for seniors and deliver 11,000 more 
meals all across the 50-mile-long valley. 

When she’s not doing all of that, Martha can be found in the 
Imagination Garden welcoming folks, cooking up pizzas in the pizza oven 
and managing a community garden that has been instrumental in helping 
families manage stress while enjoying a tomato or two along the way.



10

Congratulations Honorees: Christina Hernandez; Cuyama Valley 
Family Resource Center; Lompoc C4: Collective Cultures Creating 
Change; Santa Ynez Valley Pride, Carlos Gonzalez; and Fr. Peter Kang 
& St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

The work you do makes
our communities stronger
and healthier. Thank you!

Local 620 is committed to advocating
for and empowering our members in
delivering crucial public services to 
the Central Coast from Cambria  
to Carpinteria for the betterment of 
society. 

http://www.seiulocal620.org
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Lompoc 4C: Collective Cultures Creating ChangeLompoc 4C: Collective Cultures Creating Change
Giving Back AwardGiving Back Award

For selflessly giving back to the community through volunteer activities and community projects

Founded in 2018 out of the March 
for Marlon, Lompoc 4C: Collective 
Cultures Creating Change is a 
coalition that identifies resources 
required to connect individuals with 
organizations, thereby ensuring that 
all members have equal opportunities 
to thrive as productive members of 
society. 

C4 strives to be a resource for 
Lompoc organizations and individuals to come together to create 
and sustain a community free of violence, that respects the value of 
all its members regardless of race, ethnicity, age, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, religious beliefs, political beliefs, or economic 
status. 

C4 holds monthly collaborative meetings, annual community 
events, educational speakers and panels, open forums, and 
awareness marches and rallies that are free to all and focused on 
topics addressing inequities in Lompoc and ways to create equity. 

These have been the direct actions that are helping shape the 
objectives, goals, and ongoing efforts of the organization. 

Volunteer-driven and supported, C4 is being called to show up 
more and in new and increasingly involved ways.
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Congratulations to all award winners with Congratulations to all award winners with 
an extra special shout-out to Lompoc’s C4. an extra special shout-out to Lompoc’s C4. 
With each passing year our work together With each passing year our work together 
becomes ever more essential. becomes ever more essential. 

   Janet Blevins and Gary Smith   Janet Blevins and Gary Smith

Congratulations to all the recipients for 
making a difference in our communities!

Congratulations Congratulations 

to all the outstanding community leaders to all the outstanding community leaders 

being honored tonight being honored tonight 

and to SBCAN for your efforts and to SBCAN for your efforts 

to promote social justice in to promote social justice in Santa Barbara CountySanta Barbara County

www.mccunefoundation.org
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Santa Ynez Valley PrideSanta Ynez Valley Pride
Social Justice AwardSocial Justice Award

For promoting fairness, tolerance, respect and compassion for all people in our community

Santa Ynez Valley Pride 
(SYV Pride) is the first 
registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
in the Santa Ynez Valley 
dedicated to supporting 
and celebrating the local 
LGBTQIA+ community. 

Their mission is to create 
a safe, supportive, and 
empowering home for the 
local LGBTQIA+ community 
in the Santa Ynez Valley through the education and celebration of 
LGBTQIA+ culture.

To help achieve the mission they create the annual SYV Pride 
Parade & Festival; collaborate with local partners; organize, 
sponsor, and support other community events; and bring together 
the financial resources of individuals, families, and businesses. 

They also offer scholarships to local Santa Ynez Valley High 
School seniors who have shown leadership in supporting the 
LGTBQIA+ community and are proud to participate in the annual 
scholarship award night. 

In addition, they support other LGBTQIA+ non-profits that 
align with their mission.

Their 2nd Annual Pride Parade and Festival will be on June 24, 
2023 in Solvang, CA. The theme for this year is "Equality without 
Exception."
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CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  22002233  AAwwaarrdd  WWiinnnneerrss!!  
  

YYoouu  aarree  aann  iinnssppiirraattiioonn  ttoo  uuss  aallll!!  
 

Democratic Club of  Santa Maria Valley 
 

327 E Plaza Dr, Ste 2, Santa Maria, CA 93454 
805-349-2708  •  dcsmv@dcsmv.net 

ssaannttaammaarriiaaddeemmooccrraattss..iinnffoo  
FFaacceebbooookk  @@DDeemmooccrraattiiccCClluubbooffSSaannttaaMMaarriiaaVVaalllleeyy    ••    IInnssttaaggrraamm  @@ddeemmcclluubbssmmvv  
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Carlos GonzalezCarlos Gonzalez
Youth Activist AwardYouth Activist Award

For actively inspiring youth to become leaders in our community through work for social justice

Carlos Gonzalez has been a tremendous asset to 
his community. He was selected to be a racial and 
gender equity panelist at UC Berkeley and Stanford 
University.

He completed five internships during high 
school, along with being the key faciliatator for 
Youth Making Change, a Fund for Santa Barbara 
program that grants $30,000 each year to local 
youth-led organizations that are creating change in 
youth issues.

Carlos was selected to be one of the 300 students nationwide (and 
the only student from Santa Barbara County) to participate in Bank 
of America's  Student Leader program. Carlos is the vice president of 
Righetti FFA and Latinos Unidos, co-president of his AVID class, the 
community center assistant for Corazón del Pueblo, and is the only youth 
board member representing his region for the CA TUPE youth ledership 
academy. 

Carlos has led three social movements including the Women's March, 
National Gun Violence Walk-Out and the "Implement Mexico Culture" 
campaign as part of Latinos Unidos.

Carlos was just offered a job as a student researcher for UCLA's 
Chicano/a Department. This summer, he will be interning for a local 
nonprofit and be flown to Washington D.C. for a youth leadership 
conference to meet state officials. Carlos will be attending UC Berkeley to 
major in Chicano/a Studies. Carlos is a true advocate for his community.

Carlos was born and raised in Santa Maria. He says: "I try my best 
to go into spaces with such a bright smile and always have a positive 
attitude, even when facing stressful situations, I always present myself 
in a very calm and collected manner. I think this is a big factor I go by 
that helps me radiate my positive energy so those around me can become 
more positive. In the future, I want to continue my community work and 
hopefully run for a government official to take my voice in demanding 
decisions. In my free time, I enjoy going out and grabbing coffee and 
heading to watch the sunset with my friends as we blast some music!"
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Thanks and Congratulations to all the awardees and recipients! Thanks and Congratulations to all the awardees and recipients! 
May your examples inspire us all to do more!May your examples inspire us all to do more!

Law Office of Marc Chytilo, APC
Environmental Law

Congratulations to this year’s SBCAN Looking Forward Dinner 
awardees. I want to give a special shoutout to the Cuyama Valley 
Family Resource Center. Thank you for all your work supporting 
youth, families, and seniors.

Congratulations Honorees!
from 

International Brotherhood of  
Electrical Workers 

Local 1245 Veterans

I am grateful for all of your hard
work and dedication to improving
our Central Coast communities."

I am grateful for all of your hard
work and dedication to improving
our Central Coast communities."

Paid for by Salud Carbajal for Congress

"Congratulations to this year's winners!"Congratulations to this year's winners!

– Congressman
Salud Carbajal
– Congressman
Salud Carbajal
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Fr. Peter Kang & St. Peter's Episcopal ChurchFr. Peter Kang & St. Peter's Episcopal Church
"Looking Forward" Award"Looking Forward" Award

For strong leadership and vision in community building, civic engagement 
and improving the quality of life in our community

Father Peter Kang has energized St. 
Peter's Episcopal Church on Cook and 
McClelland by reaching out to the Mexican-
American community surrounding the 
church, including children and families in 
the church's activities. 

There have been outdoor and indoor 
cultural events such as Dia de Los Muertos 
and Cinco de Mayo.  

Last summer St. Peters offered children 
two weeks of classes in Ballet Folklorico, Singing and Art, which 
culminated in an art show and performances by all the children. 
Three outdoor murals that were created by the children are now 
hung outside on the church walls.

The church gives out sack lunches Monday through Friday and 
provides groceries once a week for those who can prepare meals at 
home.

They partner with other churches and organizations to provide 
a variety of services, and they lend their meeting space to nonprofit 
organizations for the good of the community. A glance at the 
church's calendar shows how active the church is in community 
affairs. 

In the years Fr. Peter has been pastor of St. Peter's, the families 
of his Mexican-American neighborhood have been the beneficiaries 
of Fr. Peter's strong leadership for social justice and inclusion.  

His goal is to become multilingual in order to serve his families 
better and to include them in all church activities including their 
Sunday services.
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Much gratitude 

to all being honored!

Dick Flacks 
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Your Help Makes 
the Difference

SBCAN is a grassroots organization 
that draws its strength from the active 
participation and support of people 
throughout the county who share our 
mission. 

We invite you to join us in promoting 
social and economic justice, 
preserving our environmental and 
agricultural resources, and creating 
just and resilient communities.

We hold Roundtable meetings twice 
a month to discuss a wide range 
of progressive issues and network 
with other organizations. Sign up at 
www.sbcan.org to be notified of the 
meetings and join us online.

We conduct the Youth Arts Alive 
summer arts program for students 
in the Santa Maria Valley. We 
support research and reporting 
on environmental issues with the 
SBCAN-Mickey Flacks Journalism 
Fund. We are bringing together 
individuals and organizations to 
promote a healthy Santa Maria 
River watershed.

We hold annual membership 
meetings to elect our board members 
who live throughout the county and 
come from diverse backgrounds. We 
serve as a fiscal sponsor for projects 
that need a 501(c)(3) sponsor and 
whose objectives align with our 
mission.

We are active participants in a wide 
range of environmental and social 
justice coalitions across the county.

We would appreciate your support 
by becoming a member or making a 
contribution to our organization. 

Make a one-time 
donation by 

scanning this QR 
code

or make 
monthly 
donations by 
scanning this 
QR code

These QR codes are linked to our 
website at www.sbcan.org. 

If you prefer, you can mail a check 
(payable to SBCAN) to 

  

SBCAN, P.O. Box 6174,  
Santa Maria, CA 93456-6174 

Our phone is 805.563.0463 or email 
info@sbcan.org for more information. 

Be sure to like us 
on Facebook at 

Facebook.com/
SBCANorg 



Blosser Urban Garden, a member of the Santa Barbara 
County Food Action Network, celebrates the honorees of 

SBCAN's "Looking Forward" Awards. Congratulations!

Santa Barbara County Action NetworkSanta Barbara County Action Network
www.sbcan.org •  info@sbcan.org •  facebook.com/sbcanorg

P.O. Box 6174, Santa Maria, CA 93456 •  805.563.0463


