
Sunday, September 14, 2025 
St Paul & St Andrew UM Church 

263 W 86th St, New York, NY 

9/11 Cൾඋൾආඈඇංൺඅ Cඈඇർൾඋඍ  
Luigi Cherubini Requiem 

for the Victims of War 

Schiller Institute NYC Chorus & Orchestra 
Luigi Cherubini, Ludwig van Beethoven & Spirituals 
with the FDNY Ceremonial Unit, and featured speaker 

Becky Rossman, CEO of Tuesday's Children.  



We are honored to present to you this evening’s concert of Luigi Cherubini's Requiem 
Mass in C minor.  Along with Cherubini's powerful yet humble Requiem, you will hear two 
African-American Spirituals and a trombone quartet by Ludwig van Beethoven, who great-
ly admired Cherubini as a composer. Ironically, both the Cherubini Requiem and  
Beethoven’s Drei Equali for trombone quartet were performed at Beethoven’s funeral in 
1827. 

As our mission states, our chorus is dedicated to promoƟng peace through the universal  
language of Classical music including African-American Spirituals.  As our namesake,  
Friedrich Schiller said, “it is through beauty that one proceeds to freedom,” in other 
words, our best selves are evoked and upliŌed when we parƟcipate in the beauƟful.  The 
Schiller InsƟtute NYC Chorus has been commiƩed to performing a concert for 9/11 every 
year since we performed four consecuƟve concerts of Mozart's Requiem for the 15th an-
niversary of 9/11 in 2016.  Today, there is nothing more fiƫng to honor those precious 
lives who were lost in the events of  September 11th, 2001, than the powerful words of 
the Requiem Mass.   

A special welcome and thank you to the Fire Department of New York's Color Guard, 
Chaplain Fr. Fred Pellegrini, Becky Rossman, CEO of Tuesday's Children and Dennis Speed 
of the Schiller InsƟtute, for addressing our concert. We also would like to recognize the 
aƩendance of  Fr. Harry Bury, Minneapolis-based acƟvist over many decades for peace 
and non-violence. 

At the same Ɵme humanity is fraught with despair and uncertainty, there is also a poten-
Ɵal for  mankind to return to the “beƩer angels of our nature,” and learn to resolve our 
differences without war and violence.  We invite you to join us in this mission. Thank you 
for coming and join the chorus for peace! 

 Jen Pearl, Chair of the Board, Schiller InsƟtute NYC Chorus 



Program   
GreeƟngs 
 Jennifer Pearl, Chair Schiller InsƟtute NYC Chorus 
 
InvocaƟon     
 FDNY Chaplain Fr. Fred Pellegrini, firefighter Regina Wilson and FDNY Ceremonial Unit  
 
Opening remarks 
 Dennis Speed, InternaƟonal Schiller InsƟtute 
 
Drei Equali quartet for four trombones, WoO 30 Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)  
 Greg Erickson, Ron Hay, Johannes Pfannkuch, Diane Sare 
 
Becky Rossman, CEO, Tuesday’s Children  
 
Listen to the Lambs      Anthem by R. Nathaniel DeƩ (1882-1943) 
 John Sigerson, tenor; Jay Gould, bass 
 Schiller InsƟtute Chorus, Diane Sare conducƟng 
 
Daniel, Daniel, Servant of the Lord   Spiritual arr. by Undine S. Moore (1904-1989) 
 Elizabeth DeLaBarre, soprano 
 Schiller InsƟtute Chorus, Diane Sare conducƟng 
 
GreeƟngs from Fr. Harry J. Bury  
 
    - announcements -   
 
Requiem in C minor      Luigi Cherubini (1760-1842) 
 Schiller InsƟtute Chorus and orchestra, John Sigerson conducƟng 
   

        - Please observe a moment of silence following the conclusion of the Requiem. - 
 

    - Reception following the concert. Please join us! -     



Listen to the Lambs       R. Nathaniel DeƩ (1882-1943) 
 

This anthem composed by Nathaniel DeƩ in 1914 is both mournful and hopeful. The reference to lambs 
probably refers to Christ’s admoniƟon at the Last Supper to “feed my sheep,” but also to the crucifixion of 
Christ “the lamb of God.”  The lambs a’crying are the downtrodden and suffering souls in need of a shep-
herd who has been taken from them, and we are called to listen and care for those less fortunate then 
ourselves. 
 

Daniel, Daniel, Servant of the Lord   Undine Smith Moore (1904-1989) 
 

This Spiritual arranged by Undine Smith Moore tells the biblical story of Daniel, from Chapter 6 of the 
Book of Daniel. Daniel was the favorite of King Darius, who ordered that all lower princes must  
report to him.  These princes were jealous so the passed a law that anyone who prayed to anyone other 
than King Darius would be thrown into the lion’s den. Before long, Daniel was caught praying to his God 
and thrown in with the lions.  The king was anguished and couldn’t sleep all night, but when the door to 
the lion’s den was opened in the morning, Daniel emerged healthy and whole because his God had sent 
an angel who locked the lion’s jaws and prevented harm from coming to Daniel. 

Requiem in C minor         Luigi Cherubini (1760-1842) 
 
Born in 1760 in Italy, but spending most of his career in Paris, Maria Luigi Carlo Zenobio Salvatore Cheru-
bini was four years younger than Wolfgang Mozart, and ten years older than Ludwig van Beethoven. Dur-
ing his long life, Cherubini was a prolific and influenƟal composer of classical works, beginning with heroic 
operas composed during the tumultuous 1790s, and later turning largely to  religious music. Beethoven 
was a great admirer of  Cherubini’s operas, such as the “rescue opera” Lodoïska, whose leading character 
was named Floreska, which certainly reminds one of the character Florestan in Beethoven’s own rescue 
opera, Fidelio. 

Beethoven’s admiraƟon grew further sƟll with Cherubini's first great requiem mass, Requiem Missa pro 
defuncƟs in C minor, composed in 1816. Beethoven regarded Cherubini as his greatest contemporary 
composer, and indeed requested the Cherubini Requiem for his own funeral:    
“Among all composers alive, Cherubini is the most worthy of respect. I am in complete agreement, too, 
with his concepƟon of the Requiem.”  

Over the years, many great composers, including Felix Mendelssohn, Robert Schumann, and Johannes 
Brahms had nothing but praise for Cherubini’s works.  

As Mendelssohn wrote in 1839: “And old Cherubini? There is a man for you! I have got his Abencérages [a 
three-act opera composed in 1813], and am again and again enjoying his sparkling fire, his clever and un-
expected transiƟons, and the neatness and grace with which he writes. I am truly grateful to this fine old 
gentleman. It is all so free, so bold and bright.”  

And Schumann around the same Ɵme wrote that, “... to this day, at his advanced age, superior as a har-
monist to all his contemporaries; the refined, scholarly, interesƟng Italian whose severe reserve and 
strength of character someƟmes leads me to compare him with Dante.”  

Drei Equali WoO 30     Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) 
Drei Equali or “Three Equals,” was a set of 3 pieces composed in 1812 for All Souls Day. The genre of the 

occasions. It was prevalent in 18th and 19th century Germany and Austria. All voices play an equal part. 

Beethoven’s Equali were performed at his funeral in 1827 during the procession with four trombone  
players and 16 male singers performing two of the three Equali.  



Tuesday’s Children   
is a nonprofit organizaƟon forged in the aŌermath of 9/11 that provides community and 
resilience-building programs for military families of the fallen and those directly affected by 
the events of September 11th. Since its founding, Tuesday’s Children has expanded to 
serve Gold Star families who have experienced post-9/11 military service losses across the  
naƟon. With a mission centered on turning pain into purpose, the organizaƟon honors the  
legacies of those lost by supporƟng families navigaƟng traumaƟc loss through community 
building with a focus on post traumaƟc growth. 

Becky Rossman joined Tuesday’s Children as Chief ExecuƟve Officer during a pivotal Ɵme of 
naƟonal expansion. Her leadership comes as the organizaƟon works to significantly both 
broaden its reach and impact across the country, while “Keeping the Promise” to the 9/11 community by ensuring 
the services remain relevant and meaningful. With more than 25 years of nonprofit experience, Rossman has led 
transformaƟve work with vulnerable populaƟons, including families affected by poverty, child abuse, and gun  
violence. As the founder of Veteran CEO ConsulƟng, she has helped organizaƟons strengthen operaƟons through 
strategic planning and board development. A U.S. Army Reserve veteran, Rossman has a personal connecƟon to 
Tuesday’s Children’s mission and brings deep empathy and commitment to the families the organizaƟon serves.  

Rossman’s dedicaƟon to service extends beyond her professional roles. She has served on numerous boards,  
including America’s Gold Star Families, Freedom Paws Service Dogs, and Washington District 50 School Board, and 
has taught trauma-informed care and nonprofit leadership at Methodist College and Illinois Central College. She 
holds a master’s degree in Applied Forensic Psychology from The Chicago School of Professional Psychology, is 
cerƟfied in Trauma-Focused CogniƟve Behavioral Therapy, and serves as a naƟonal trainer and crisis responder 
through NOVA. 

Becky Rossman 

Diane Sare  
In 2014, Diane Sare founded the Schiller InsƟtute NYC Chorus, and is Chair Emeritus of the 
Board. Diane grew up in Maine, in a musical family of scienƟsts and doctors. Her mother, a 
biochemist, played clarinet and piano, as well as running the Arcady Music FesƟval in Bar 
Harbor. Her father, a medical doctor, played the trumpet, and they were all regulars in the 
town band that played every summer on the Village Green. 

Diane went on to study music educaƟon and trombone performance at the New England Conservatory of  Music, 
and became acƟve in the InternaƟonal Schiller InsƟtute, which promoted a true dialogue among civilizaƟons and 
the right of every human being to progress, which resonated with her New England  Quaker upbringing.  

In the 1990s, Diane created and directed a children's chorus for the Schiller InsƟtute's Washington DC producƟon 
of Through the Years, a play wriƩen by Civil Rights heroine Amelia Boynton Robinson, which had within the play 
over 20 African American Spirituals. The renowned accompanist and vocal coach, Sylvia Olden Lee, became  
Diane's teacher and mentor in the  performance of Spirituals during this Ɵme. Her leadership of the chorus since 
its incepƟon conƟnues to be an  inspiraƟon for its members and she remains acƟve as a conductor and sings in 
the soprano secƟon.  

John Sigerson  
John Sigerson is the principal conductor, music director, and Vice-Chair of the Board of the 
Schiller InsƟtute NYC Chorus. He is also a founding member and music director of the Schiller 
InsƟtute, and has worked for decades with Schiller InsƟtute Founder Helga Zepp-LaRouche 
and her husband Lyndon LaRouche to bring about a Renaissance of Classical musical  
composiƟon and performance. His musical educaƟon includes study with contrabass soloist 
Gary Karr, and tenor voice with Mexico’s José Briano and Italy’s Antonella Banaudi. 

In 1992, he co-authored A Manual on the Rudiments of Tuning and RegistraƟon in which the general argument is 
presented why Classical music must be based on a fixed tuning of A=432 cycles per second. Sigerson has directed 
choruses for the Schiller InsƟtute in Europe, Mexico, Colombia, and the United States, and enjoys singing an  
occasional concert of Classical German Lieder. 



The Chorus 

SOPRANO 
Judith Ackerman 
Kathleen Banovich 
Susan Bowen 
Nancy Bryan 
Caroline Coleman 
Elizabeth DeLaBarre 
Karla Espana 
Mary Jane Freeman 
Margaret Greenspan 
Kathy Harris 
Jaclyn Hord 
Cornelia Kaufmann 
Mitsuyo Kobayashi 
Helena Miller 
ChrisƟne MonƟerde 
Fran Morton 
Judith Mosely 
Madeleine Murphy 
Jennifer Pearl 
Laurence Rebello 

Diane Sare 
Margaret Scialdone 
Shereene Small-Ferraiuolo 
Phyllis Stone 
Marina Tarasenko SanƟago 
May Wong 
Dr. Jing Ja Yoon  
 
ALTO 
Jane Bloomer 
Rachel Brown 
Asuka Burke 
Jennifer Burns 
Linda Childs 
Pamela Connelly 
Megan Dobrodt 
Maggie Fong 
Eileen Green 
Nancy Guice 
Wendy Hayden 
Naoko Ichijima 

Lisa Johnson 
Lubov Kubasoff 
Sylvia Mandel 
Yvonne May 
Monica Mo 
Karen Nafziger 
Anna Raj 
Pola Rapaport 
Donna Romer 
Leni Rubinstein 
Valria Small 
Peggy Willens 
Xiaoying Zhang  
 
TENOR 
Tina Advocat 
Michael Campbell 
Paul Chevannes 
Donald Clark 
Alex Guerrero 
Harrison Elfrink 

Stuart Lewis 
Arthur Murphy 
Tyler Nguyen 
Appu Panicker 
Shazia Rafi 
Myles Robinson 
Jason Ross 
Timothy Rush 
Christopher Sare  
 
BASS 
Ja’Mont Alexander 
Richard Burden 
Peter Burger 
Yao-Chuen Fang 
John Felder 
Richard Freeman 
Jay Gould 
EllioƩ Greenspan 
Roger Ham 
Kevin Pearl 
John Scialdone  



THE ORCHESTRA 
VIOLIN I  
Jungwon Yoon –  
 concertmaster 
Kae Nakano 
Taya Ricker  
Carlos Rafael MarƟnez- 
  Arroyo 
Seoyoung Jang 
 

VIOLIN II 
Hanna Shin 
Yuyu Ikeda 
May Yu 
Marina Alba 

VIOLA  
Jaewon Chung 
Owne Xayboury 
Toby Winarto 
 

VIOLONCELLO 
Sam Chung 
Tyler ViƩoria 
River Ferrand 

 

CONTRABASS 
ScoƩ Thornton 
Troy Rinker 

OBOE  
Sarah Davol 
Emily Ostrom 

 

CLARINET 
Louis Arques 
Roi Karni 
 

BASSOON 
Aaron Goler 
Joe Jones 

FRENCH HORN 
R.J. Kelley 
Lauren Hosford 
 

TROMBONE 
Greg Erickson  
Ron Hay 
Johannes Pfannkuch  
 

TIMPANI / TAM TAM 
Edward Fast 

THE TROMBONE QUARTET 
Greg Erickson          Ron Hay 
Johannes Pfannkuch    Diane Sare 

Jungwon Yoon,   
is a disƟnguished violinist celebrated for her excepƟonal arƟstry as a soloist,   
recitalist, and chamber musician. With performances on presƟgious stages world-
wide, including  Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, she has garnered acclaim for her 
thoughƞul interpretaƟons and capƟvaƟng tone. Beginning her musical journey at 
five, she was mentored by her parents, both esteemed  violin pedagogues, and 
honed her craŌ under the renowned Lucie Robert and as the last student of the 
legendary Dorothy DeLay at  Juilliard’s Pre-College Division. Yoon inspires the next 
generaƟon of  musicians while making remarkable contribuƟons to the classical 
music landscape.  









Conductor’s Circle $5000 + 
Anonymous 
Dorothy Gail Mazer 
Margaret & John Scialdone 
 

Benefactor $1000-4999 
Anonymous 
Emil Max Grieshaber 
Pavel Penev 
Susan Shaw 
Jing Ja Yoon & Jae Chan Kim 
 

Patron $500-999 
Alan Barbier 
William Martel 
Bruce Todd 
Yao-Chuen Fang 
Refresh Cleaners 
 252 W 72nd St 
 New York, NY 10023 
 (212) 873-3864 
Tom’s Service Center 
 

Sponsor $250-499 
Arthur Berman 
Caroline Coleman 
Anna Raj 
Amici’s Restaurant 
Bruce Todd 

Special Thanks to our 2025 Chorus Donors! 
Chorus Boosters $100-249 
Mark Bender 
Jane Bloomer 
Susan Bowen 
Michael Campbell 
Roy Campbell 
Sandra Smith Cirullo 
Carlo Concha Zea 
Cathy Condon 
Elizabeth DeLaBarre 
John Felder 
Michael J. Fitzgerald DC 
Wendy Hayden 
Robert Hux 
Yvonne May 
Christine Montierde 
Mark Nafziger 
Jennifer Pearl 
Malene Robinson 
Di Ana Shepherd 
James Stamps 
Xiaoying Zhang 



 
J o i n  t h e  C h o r u s !

Schiller InsƟtute NYC Chorus rehearses on Thursdays   
at 6:30pm in the Lincoln Center neighborhood. 

A new program begins on September 25th  
for our December 14th Christmas Concert. 

There are no audiƟons.  
Hard-working beginners welcome! 

 
Sign up at sinycchorus.com 

or fill out the insert in your program! 

 
Schiller Institute NYC Chorus 

PO Box 4184 
So. Hackensack NJ 07606-4184 

201-233-8615  
The Schiller Institute NYC Chorus is a  

501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Donations are tax deductible. 


