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Executive Officer’s Message

Welcome to the final edition 
of SEARCH News for 2022, 
a year that has seen major 

political changes in this country, growing 
global economic turmoil, and full-scale 
war in Europe.
As was noted in our 2022 AGM resolution, 
the election of the Federal Labor Government 
has already done away with some of the 
worst policies of the Coalition government 
and brought a range of significant progressive 
reforms and changes, notably the commitment 
to a Referendum for a First Nations Voice 
to Parliament, but also including a more 
ambitious target for reducing greenhouse 
emissions and addressing climate change, 

commitment to “change the rules” on 
Industrial Relations, holding the Jobs Summit, 
advocating for a rise in the minimum wage, 
boosting child-care funding, implementing 
recommendations of the Aged Care and 
Respect at Work reports, legislating for a 
national integrity commission, a commitment 
to better protection for biodiversity and other 
reforms.

However, the government has so far been 
reluctant to act on some crucial issues such 
as major tax reform (starting with canceling 
the Stage Three tax cuts), to provide the 
revenue for urgently-needed social programs, 
instituting a super-profits tax on the fossil-fuel 
corporations (a move that would have had 
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strong public support), raising the pitifully 
low allowance for unemployed people, the 
global need for even more radical action to 
avert the looming climate catastrophe, and 
moving towards a more independent foreign 
policy.

It is these major challenges that we turn our 
mind to in 2023, especially the worsening 
inequality, climate injustice and domination 
of our lives by profit-seeking corporations, 
both foreign and domestic. The unabashed 
war profiteering of many of these companies 
is not going unnoticed, even by centre-left 
politicians, but their ability to get away with it 
shows how far the balance has tipped in their 
favour, with neoliberal tax and legal regimes 
giving them free rein to pursue profits at the 
expense of lives and environment.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has now 
become an all-out assault on the Ukrainian 
people, their homes and the infrastructure 
that supports their lives and wellbeing. Two 
days after Putin’s war began, the SEARCH 
Committee made a strong and clear statement 
condemning Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, as 
well as drawing attention to the increasing 
militarisation of our own region, as the USA 
responds to China’s increasing economic and 
military might. All these and other actual 
or threatened military conflicts underline 
the need for strong, broadly based peace 
movements, here and world-wide, to exert 
popular pressure for peaceful resolutions of 
disputes and differences.

The longstanding subjugation of Australia’s 
interests to those of the USA has highlighted 
the continued lack of democratic control over 
the big decisions about our own futures – 
literally life-and-death, and war-and-peace 
decisions. Polling may show broad support 
for many of the foreign policy calls made 
by Australian governments, but it is rarely 
if ever the result of a truly consultative and 
broad ranging political debate – debates 
deemed necessary on other issues, such as 

reforming negative gearing, a First Nations 
Voice to Parliament, or changing the date of 
Australia Day.

The creation of the AUKUS alliance, the 
ongoing commitment to buying US arms at 
exorbitant and wasteful cost, as well as to 
hosting US military forces on our soil – all 
of these actions are taken with mostly a mere 
smidgeon of informed public debate in the 
wider community.

It demonstrates again the need for fundamental 
change to our economic and political 
systems, not just welcome, but incremental 
reforms to our domestic arrangements. There 
is no separate peace to be found, no island 
that climate change won’t touch. While the 
elite may trot it out once a year and then go 
back to dividing the spoils, the cause of peace 
on earth and goodwill to all needs constant 
reaffirmation.

As we did in 2022, SEARCH will be making 
the cause of far-reaching and structural change 
our focus in 2023, with support for major 
constitutional change represented by Voice 
Treaty Truth being a top priority. Knowing 
that we only achieve change collectively, 
we will be involving members in a series of 
meetings and discussions leading up to our 
National Members Forum on the weekend 
of 27-28 May 2023 at the NSW Teachers 
Federation building in Sydney.

We have invited all members to contribute 
to a follow-up to our Activists Guide for 
the 2022 Federal Election, and to give their 
views on our policy framework, last debated 
and updated in 2008. 

That will require energy and enthusiasm, and 
no small degree of optimism, which we hope 
you will find over the Christmas and New 
Year’s break, and bring to the new year. Let’s 
hope the end of 2023 message finds us with 
a First Nations Voice in our Constitution, this 
nation on its way to Treaties and Truth, and 
the world closer to just and lasting peace.  
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On the fortieth anniversary of the 1967 
Referendum, two non-Indigenous 
academic historians published 

a book reviewing that campaign and its 
achievements. The paradox of 1967, they 
said, was that the change which it made to 
the Constitutions was very minor; yet now 
it is “commonly described as ‘historic’ and 
‘momentous’, a ‘turning point’, a ‘landmark’ 
event”, and its anniversary is “a cause for 
enormous celebration.”
They then quote Aboriginal activist Ken Brindle, 
who told Faith Bandler twenty years after the 
vote:

“You ask me now why I didn’t get too enthusiastic 
over the referendum? To tell you the truth I 
really didn’t understand it… You were more 
far-sighted...[I]f I knew then what I know now, 
you wouldn’t have been able to stop me...No 
Aboriginals knew what benefits they’d derive 
from changing the federal Constitution, but if 
they could have foreseen the present situation 
they would have worked for it too...

Now when I sit down and see what it brought 
about, I say: “Thank Christ for Bandler and 
[Shirley] Andrews and their mob”.

Why is this relevant today? Because it shows that 
the changes that followed the 1967 Referendum 
came not so much from the actual alteration 
to the Constitution’s wording but from the 
pressure the movement for a Yes vote put on the 
Commonwealth to take responsibility for action 
to improve the desperate situation in First Nations 
communities across the country.

The 1967 Referendum, in formal terms, changed 
almost nothing. But the people who campaigned 
for it had an agenda for change which they had 
been developing over previous decades, and 
they convinced the majority of voters that, if 
the Commonwealth gained the power under 
the Constitution, these changes would come. It 
didn’t happen straight away, but when the ALP 

took power in 1972, they were able to build on 
that mandate to make some significant reforms, 
the benefits which Ken Brindle was identifying. 
These included the first Federal land rights bill, 
a significant injection of funds into community-
controlled organisations, and the passing of the 
Racial Discrimination Act.

So, yes, including a First Nations Voice in the 
Constitution is important of itself, but the lesson 
from 1967 is that the real impact of this change 
will only be felt if the movement to establish it 
is strong enough to begin to reverse the shift to 
the political right that has occurred since Howard 
came to power in the 1990s. If a big enough 
majority demand that First Nations have a Voice 
in decisions affecting them, then they will have 
that Voice, and politicians and bureaucrats who 
refuse to listen will do so at their peril.

For the Voice to have a lasting impact, including 
progressing the other demands of the Uluru 
Statement for treaty-making and truth telling, the 
movement we build now to win the Referendum 
will need to continue to apply pressure on 
governments, just as Federal Council for 
Aboriginal Affairs did after the success of the 
1967 Referendum. This pressure will be needed 
to ensure that the parliament legislates a strong 
Voice model, based on wide consultations, and 
building on the significant work that has occurred 
already. The process of designing the Voice 
legislation must be properly resourced, as must 
its operations once it is established.

It is hard to understand, therefore, why some 
progressive organisations, parties and individuals, 
would ignore the lessons of 1967, and choose not 
to join a campaign to build the biggest possible 
majority for a Yes vote. Why would they not want 
to take the opportunity to work in their unions, 
workplaces, localities and social movements to 
convince their friends and colleagues to join this 
movement, to rebuild a momentum even greater 
than when hundreds of thousands of people 
across Australia took part in bridge walks and 
other actions in support of Corroboree 2000? 
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Does anyone really believe that somehow the 
demand for more radical change, such as a treaty

recognising sovereignty, can be progressed 
without such a movement? And do they think 
that the ten year campaign it took to win the 1967 
referendum was a waste of time, and that nothing 
ever changes, until everything does?

This is not to say that those who advocate for 
sovereignty and a treaty are acting in bad faith. 
Many people have argued this position for 
decades now, ever since Kevin Gilbert articulated 
it in the 1970s. These demands were adopted 
by significant national organisations, including 
the first National Aboriginal Conference and 
the National Federation of Land Councils. At 
Barunga in 1988, the Hawke Labor government 
actually promised to begin negotiation both on 
a treaty and on national land rights. But despite 
the strength of the movement which had been 
built over previous decades, it was rolled back 
by conservative forces, led by mining companies 
who saw this as an encroachment on their rights. 
A major right wing racist backlash movement was 
launched, the effects of which are still being felt 
today, in the ongoing presence of One Nation and 
the dominance of neoliberal and neo-conservative 
ideologues within the coalition parties.

The First Nations traditional owners, community-

controlled organisations delegates and local 
community activists who took part in the 
Referendum Councils regional dialogues and the 
Uluru Constitutional Convention have lived this 
history. In 2017, they reached a consensus on a 
set of demands to begin to move things forward 
again, demands which they judged to be an 
achievable program in the current circumstances. 
They asked non- indigenous Australians, to 
mobilise to help them achieve their demands. 
Of course, there was some dissent, including 
from some of those who had chosen a different 
path, towards state-based treaties; and from 
those who were determined not to give up on 
Kevin Gilbert’s vision of a sovereign First 
Nations Australia negotiating a treaty with the 
Commonwealth under international supervision. 
But there were many who also supported these 
demands, in whole or in part among those voting 
for the Statement, seeing them as part of a much 
longer-term strategy, requiring a lot more change 
in Australia before they could be achieved. As 
Pat Anderson has said, the Voice is the only real 
proposal currently on the table. This is what 
we can and must progress. This is what this 
generation can achieve, today, just as the reforms 
of 1967 were the limit of what that generation 
could achieve. History is calling. 
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Mahsa Amini is a name 
that has been ringing 
across the world since 

the 16 September when she was 
brutally killed by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran for allegedly 
breaking their Islamic dress code.
She was a 22-year-old Kurdish 
woman and her death sparked 
uprisings against the regime in 
the Kurdish cities of Iran which 
then quickly spreading across the 
country with calls for the regime to 
go.

It wasn’t long before her name was 
being chanted across the world in 
anti-regime protests and spread 
across billboards in Times Square 
in New York.

The irony is that her name was not Mahsa, her 
real name was Jina Amini but because of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran’s oppressive policies 
toward the Kurdish people, Kurds are unable 
to officially register their Kurdish names. Jina’s 
real name comes from the Kurdish word ‘Jin’ 
meaning woman and ‘Jiyan’ meaning life which 
is poignantly symbolic considering the movement 
behind this feminist revolution is the ‘Jin, Jiyan, 
Azadi’ movement meaning ‘Women, Life, 
Freedom’. This is the same movement which the 
Kurdish women of Rojava (Syria) fought and 
won against ISIS.

‘Jin, Jiyan, Azadi’ is an inherently Kurdish slogan 
embedded in decades of the Kurdish people’s 
struggle against dictatorship, colonisation and 
oppression across the world – it was always 
intended to be a global movement as women’s 
rights are human rights but the origins of the 
movement must be acknowledged to fully 
understand all that it embodies.

This nuance has been completely lost in the 
narrative of the feminist revolution being carried 
out in Iran despite the fact that that the regime’s 

response to the uprisings takes its most extreme 
form in the Kurdish regions.

The scale of the military assaults on the Kurdish 
people, and other minorities such as the Baluch, 
cannot be seen anywhere else in Iran. As 
thousands of anti-regime protestors are receiving 
death sentences in sham trials and one protestor, 
Mohsen Shekari, has already been executed – in 
the Kurdish regions they aren’t even getting sham 
trials, with no procedural processes, no access to 
justice.  Anti-regime protestors in the Kurdish 
regions are being sentenced to execution without 
even being present.

The world can’t continue to chant ‘Jin, Jiyan, 
Azadi’ in the same breath that they erase, re-
colonise and reinforce the oppression of the 
Kurdish people. Completely erasing Jina Amini’s 
ethnicity and subsequently the intersectional 
nature of this revolution in Iran reinforces the 
regimes oppression. 

Tara Fatehi is an Australian-Kurdish human 
rights activist from Iran.
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Earlier this year NSW Labor MPs 
supported legislation that effectively 
criminalised non-violent forms of 

protest. Now you can go to jail for 2 years 
and face a $22,000 fine if you obstruct 
pedestrians on any road that the Coalition 
Minister decides by regulation. 
The Coalition has used Blockade Australia as a 
scapegoat to manufacture consent for anti-protest 
legislation that threatens the long-term integrity of 
the environmental movement. Coalition members 
described the climate protestors as violent and 
“terrorists. Eco-terrorists; Green terrorists”. They 
weren’t. Despite what you might think about the 
strategic value of their actions, the protestors at 
the centre of the debate did not engage or plan to 
engage in any form of violence. It is not surprising 
that the Coalition seized an opportunity to 
suppress the democratic freedoms of all citizens 
in perpetuity. Nor is it surprising that they tried 
to use the bill to undermine NSW Labor. What is 
chilling though is that the Opposition did nothing 
to stand in their way. In fact, the Hansard record 
shows that many Labor MPs were passionately in 
favour of the anti-protest bills. 

In 2022 Labor stopped supporting the right to 
protest. 

Some young people, fed up about inaction on 
climate action, blocked a few roads and chained 
themselves to cranes at Port Botany. The 
disruption was minimal. The protestors were fined 
and moved on by police. Traffic and commerce in 
Sydney continued as normal. It was not an issue 
on many voters’ minds. In response, Perrotet’s 
government put up a bill to target the climate 
protestors. It was almost comically draconian. 
He proposed that the $220 fine for obstructing 
a major road be increased one hundred times to 
$22,000 and come with up to two years in prison. 
Perrotet’s plan was to put up a bill so extreme 
that Labor could simply never support it. He 
apparently intended to portray Labor as soft on 
the climate protestors and in support of anarchy 
on our streets. It was a pretty lame strategy – and 

one Labor could have easily deflected.

Minns could have insisted on a Parliamentary 
inquiry into the new laws and delayed a vote on the 
legislation indefinitely. Instead, Labor voted up 
the laws and we now find ourselves in a hellscape 
where police permission is required to march on 
a major road and the penalty for disobeying is 
prison time.The new laws are an attack on the 
democratic rights of every person in NSW – we 
should all have the right to march down a street 
for a political cause. Every single member of the 
Labor Party has done this. The idea that it is now 
an imprisonable offence is outrageous.

For these reasons, 40 prominent civil-society 
organisations signed an open letter condemning 
the legislation as an attack on citizens’ 
fundamental human and democratic rights. The 
list of signatories included Amnesty International, 
the Aboriginal Legal Service NSW/ACT, the 
Human Rights Law Centre, The Australian Youth 
Climate Council, and the NSW Council for Civil 
Liberties. Since then, civil-society organisations 
and trade unions have issued additional joint 
statements opposing the legislation. 

What is clear is that many Labor MPs are 
completely out of step with Labor members, 
the union movement, and eminent civil-society 
organisations. Party leaders made a woeful 
‘captain’s call’ to support conservative attacks on 
our democracy and ordinary people are paying 
the price. 

HERE THEY ARE IN THEIR OWN 
WORDS SPEAKING IN FAVOUR OF ANTI-
PROTEST LEGISLATION:

Chris Minns (Opposition Leader) said:

 “The Opposition supports the Roads and 
Crimes Legislation Amendment Bill 2022. We 
think it is important to the safety and security 
of the State of New South Wales. We are glad 
the Attorney General has brought the bill to 
Parliament. We supported it here and we will 
support it in the upper House.”’

John Graham MLC (Deputy-Opposition Leader 
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in the Legislative Council) said:

“...we are opposed to violent protest...We are 
absolutely on the side of getting people to work. 
A person need only look at this Opposition and 
the issues it is engaged in, which are squarely 
aimed at suburban Sydney and at the real 
pressures people face balancing family and 
work. The Minister picked up the Opposition 
vibe in her contribution when she said that it is 
not just about getting to school and to work but 
getting to medical appointments. It is not that 
easy for older citizens of Sydney who are just 
trying to get around at the moment, in the middle 
of a pandemic, to get health care when they 
need it. It is not easy to do the ordinary things 
in life. We are on the side of those people...We 
do not support the Blockade Australia Protests 
because they are violent economic blockades.”

Michael Daley MP (Former Opposition Leader) 
said:

“This is a harsh bill. It does impose limitations 
on citizens...As I say, we have at times been a 
party of protest ourselves. But the activities 
which give rise to the bill are entirely different. 
People thought that it was acceptable to block 
the Spit Bridge in peak hour. People thought it 
was okay to disrupt the activities of Port Botany 
and shut it down as much as they could, not on 
one or two but three occasions. Port operations 
were shut down as a result of certain of those 
activities. There is a cost to all. There is a cost 
to ordinary people. There are many ways to 
protest. These protests targeted at maximum 
disruption are unacceptable.”

Rose Jackson MLC (Shadow Minister for 
Housing) said:

“If [the laws] are being used to target rogue 
individuals who completely disrupt peak hour 
traffic on the Spit Bridge, on our ports, while 
endangering not only themselves but also the 
workers who have to try to get them down and 
deal with these situations, it is an absolutely 
valid point to say it is extremely dangerous not 
only for them but also for the people who are 
trying to respond to it, and if these laws are 
being used to target that behaviour, I think that 

is acceptable.”

The law as it applied before this Act was set 
out in the Summary Offences Act. If you were 
organising a protest that would interfere with 
traffic or block a footpath, you had to provide 
notice under the Act to the police. Once notice was 
provided, protestors were protected from offences 
under the Roads Act including obstructing traffic. 
Permission was not required.

Police could take issue with protests once 
notice had been given by going to the Supreme 
Court. Often the police did go to court to cite 
disruption to traffic. In case after case the 
Supreme Court stated that this approach was 
fundamentally undemocratic and recognised that 
obstructing major roads or causing disruption or 
inconvenience was both lawful and important in 
a democracy.

The laws are also an attack on unions and their 
members. Minns “won” a carve out for unions 
to obstruct roads during strikes or “industrial 
campaigns”. It’s unclear what that means. The 
police are already arguing it doesn’t protect 
unions from participating in solidarity turn-out to 
the strikes of other unions.

What is clear is that Labor has voted to ban 
unions, just like every other person in NSW, 
from participating in major street marches for 
social causes in the interests of their members. If 
a union chooses to march in favour of the Voice 
to Parliament, or the rights for refugees, or for 
a worker-led response to climate change then its 
members and officials can be thrown in prison.   

Union and party members need to do everything 
they can to make this the issue at State Labor 
Conference in October. Conference must change 
Labor’s platform to bind a Minns government to 
repeal the anti-protest laws. We must insist that 
Minns commit to laws which allow any person 
in NSW to participate in non-violent protest 
activity. 

David Pink is a solicitor and the Secretary of the 
Leichhardt Branch of NSW Labor



Coming up, September 20, age 
pensioners will receive an increase 
in their AP equal to the CPI, that is 

6.1%. About 2.6 million people receive the 
AP, 62% of 65’s and over. About 39% of 65s 
and over receive the full AP and 24% are on 
the part AP. Government pretends that this is 
their decision and more than any before, but 
it still means that many pensioners are living 
in extreme financial hardship, and here is 
why …
This is the first in a series that explains how 
the age pension increases are calculated, why 
many live in financial hardship, and why more, 
especially single pensioners, are at the poverty 
line. 

How the new pension rate is worked out each 
6 months

The AP is adjusted on March 20 and September 
20 each year.   The 2 relevant measures are:

• The CPI (the well-known cost of living 
index,) and

• The PBCLI (Pension Beneficiary Cost of 
Living Index), benchmarked against Male 
Total Average Weekly Earnings (MTAWE).

Services Australia (SA), a Commonwealth 
Government department manages the process as 
required by law. 

• First, the ABS provide the data: the CPI, the 
PBLCI, and the MTAWE.

• Second, whichever 
is the highest – the 
CPI or the PBCLI – 
will be used in the 
first instance to set 
any increase. 

However, if the wage 
increase is higher 
than the cost-of-living 
indexes, the pension 

must be brought up as follows:

• For combined couples – 41.76% of MTAWE, 
and 

• For Singles – 27.7% of MTAWE.

The new pension rate is then announced.

In September 2020, at the height of the pandemic, 
falls in the CPI and the PBCLI of about 1.9% 
meant there was no increase in the pension 
for September 2020. As required, the rate was 
not reduced, but remained the same. MTAWE 
increased by 2.6%, but this increase was not 
provided to pensioners.    

Instead, pensioners were given two one off $750 
Economic Support Payments during 2020 as 
part of the Government’s COVID 19 response 
packages - less than $3 per week. 

The Age Pension – Wages Connection

As the pension benchmark, MTAWE shows 
wages for all workers, including part time and 
casualized workers (willing and forced), and 
junior rates. The more workers who are on lower 
and more fragile rates, the more the downward 
trend will be, and that means the pension 
benchmark will be lower. Since 2009 (the start 
of the current system) MTAWE has been falling 
relative to Male Full Time Adult Ordinary Time 
Earnings. For pensioners the unions’ struggles 
to lift wages and create secure jobs is entirely 
relevant to their living standards.

The current Age Pension Rates – from 
September 20th, 2022:
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Conclusion

As of March 2021, the single pension (plus 
Pension and Energy Supplements) was about 
$10pw below the poverty line. For couples it was 
about $2 below.

Pensioners who rent are more likely to be in 
poverty.

MTAWE benchmark is to ensure “pensioners 
maintain a certain standard of living, relative to 
the rest of the population.      

We suggest the system is not working or, that a 
general fall in the standard of living for waged 
workers is now impacting on age pensioners.

Our next steps

• An on-line seminar with pensioners and 
their organisations who wish to discuss these 
issues.

• To clarify our demands for a better deal for 
pensioners in time for the May 2023 federal 
budget.

• To meet with senior ACTU and/or key union 
officials to discuss the impact of wages 
suppression and insecure work on the age 
pension.

• To build support for our general aim: restore 
and maintain the value of the age pension 
comfortably above the poverty line.

NO PENSIONER LEFT BEHIND!

Contact: 

Living Incomes for Everyone – email 
livingincomes@gmail.com / Facebook https://
www.facebook.com/LifeAustralia 

Fair Go for Pensioners: email fgfpcoalition@
gmail.com  
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AFTINET Update (9 Dec.): What is the Indo-Pacific  
Economic Framework, about to be negotiated in Brisbane?

Australia is about to play host to 
negotiators from 14 countries 
involved in the Indo-Pacific 

Economic Framework (IPEF) over six days in 
Brisbane from Saturday.

They include the United States, Australia, 
Brunei, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan, South 
Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam, but not China.

Although as unfamiliar as many of the acronyms 
in the alphabet soup of trade deals to which 
Australia is a party, the IPEF has a very specific 
focus.

The US wants to use it to diversify its supply 
chains away from China towards its allies and 
create US-style rules in a region encompassing 
the Indian and Pacific Oceans and extending from 
the east of Africa to the west of the United States.

At the launch of negotiations in May the US said 
the agreement would 

“enable the United States and our allies to 
decide on rules of the road that ensure American 
workers, small businesses, and ranchers can 
compete in the Indo-Pacific.”

And the US is not involved in the two other 
big regional trade agreements involving IPEF 
members including Australia:

• the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) of the ten ASEAN nations 
plus five others including China

• the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) of 11 nations 
excluding China, from which the Trump 
administration withdrew in 2016.

There is still strong bipartisan US Congressional 
opposition to legally binding agreements like the 

Dr Patricia Ranald
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CPTPP. This means in negotiating IPEF the US 
will not offer increased market access to Australia 
or other member countries.

The “four pillars” of the framework are

1. trade, in which there will be a general 
commitment to boost trade among 
members while recognising labour rights, 
environmental and other concerns

2. supply chains, aimed at diversifying away 
from China and facilitating cooperation 
among members in the event of major 
disruptions

3. clean economy, in which there will be 
recognition of the role of incentives in 
encouraging energy transitions

4. fair economy, in which the members commit 
to preventing and combating corruption and 
tax evasion.

India has opted out of the trade pillar but says it 
will sign up to the other pillars.

This means the IPEF will offer no immediate 
trade benefits for Australia or other countries, but 
for developing countries it will offer the prospect 
of US energy and other projects as an alternative 
to China’s One Belt One Road initiative.

More open process but negotiating documents 
secret

The Albanese government’s policy promises 
more transparent and accountable trade 
negotiations, including access to negotiating 
texts and independent evaluation of their costs 
and benefits.

It has promised this for the IPEF, and both civil 
society and business organisations have been 
invited to present their views to IPEF negotiators 
in Brisbane.

But this will be a one-way street because 
Australia and other IPEF countries have signed 
agreements with the US pledging to keep all 
negotiating documents secret until five years 
after the negotiations.

Without access to the details of the proposals, 
consultation will be extremely limited.

Standards on human rights, labour and the 
environment

Civil society groups have made submissions 
supporting the IPEF goals of higher standards for 
labour rights and environmental protection, and 
are asking for them to be made fully enforceable.

It remains to be seen whether all IPEF countries 
will commit to these goals without the carrot of 
access to the US market, and how commitments 
would be enforced unless they were legally 
binding.

A strategic balancing act for Australia

Australia is a US ally, but China is Australia’s 
largest export market.

Foreign Minister Senator Penny Wong recently 
said the government’s policy was to deepen 
regional relationships, building a regional order 
in which all states can contribute to a strategic 
equilibrium “rather than be forced to choose 
sides”.

The Albanese government is also hoping its 
recent success in re-establishing diplomatic 
contact with China will help ease China’s trade 
restrictions on Australian barley, wine and 
lobsters and contribute to regional stability.

But the US recently announced new trade 
restrictions against China, including a ban on 
US exports associated with the manufacturing 
of computer chips, and secondary restrictions 
on countries that export these products to China, 
including IPEF members South Korea and 
Singapore.

Singapore’s prime minister Lee Hsien Loong 
responded saying a further decoupling between 
the US and China could “result in less economic 
cooperation, less interdependency, less trust, and 
possibly, ultimately, a less stable world.”

The negotiations will present a challenge for 
the Albanese government’s policies on trade 
transparency, labour and environmental standards 
and regional stability.  
Patricia Ranald is an Honorary Research Associate 
at the University of Sydney and the Convener of 
the Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network 
(AFTINET). Piece first published in The Conversation.
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The New International Bookshop has 
expanded the events this year. We 
included a range of screenings, book 

launches, panel discussions and book fairs. 
Thanks to the SEARCH Foundation co-hosting 
most of these events, we were able to encourage 
more people to NIBS. Events are one of our main 
fundraising sources. These allow us to sell new 
books quickly and enable new people to visit 
NIBS. These new people attending our events 
have led to more people joining us as devoted 
customers and volunteers. Since January 2022 
we have had the following events:

• Fortnightly: NIBS book club (Ongoing)

• No More Miserable Monday Mornings - 
Remembering Mark Fisher (January)

• The Politics of Permaculture Book Talk 
(February) 

• Hell No! We Won’t Go! (February) 

• Underground Docos - Kanesatake: 270 Years 
of Resistance (March)

• “Bad Love” In conversation with Maame 
Blue (March)

• Rowan Cahill and Jeff Sparrow in 
conversation (march)

• Cabaret Night: Flamin’ Ukulele Cabaret 

• The German Ideology (May)

• NIBS Underground Docos: Friends and 
Enemies (May)

• Acts of Cruelty Book Talk (June)

•  Big Red Book Fair (June)

• BEYOND MONEY: in conversation with 
Anitra Nelson (August)

•  NIBS underground doco: Jisoe (September)

• NIBS Underground docos: Rocking the 
Foundations : A sydney story (1985) 
(September)

• Lil Red Book Fair (October)

• Staging a Revolution: In Conversation with 
Kath Kenny (October)

• Art and Activism: Reimagining An 
Alternative World (November)

• NIBS Pre-Election Discussion Panel 
(November)

• Nine Lives For Our Planet (November)

• New Theatre (November)

• ‘Bendigo Street’ Documentary Fundraiser 
Launch (November)

• Maritime Men of The Asia-Pacific Book 
Launch (November)

• Book Sale (December)

This year, we had an emphasis on encouraging 
volunteers to host and put on events. We saw the 
most amount of events hosted by volunteers than 
any other year. This allowed our events to happen 
more frequently. We aimed to have an event 
every fortnight. Throughout the year we had 55 
permanent volunteers. 

We are always thankful to our dear comrades at 
the SEARCH Foundation who provide financial 
support through an annual grant and a partnership.

We look forward to 2023 and our continued 
events with the SEARCH Foundation.  

The New International Bookshop Update



THE NEW THEATRE: The people, plays 
and politics behind Australia’s radical 
theatre

Editor: Lisa Milner

For the first time, this unique collection of essays 
brings the stories of New Theatre branches 
around Australia, filling a vital space in Australian 
cultural history. Radical left-wing theatre history 
tales, told by theatre practitioners, historians, 
academics and political ratbags, reveal a rich 
vein of Australia’s hidden cultural heritage. New 
Theatre advocated for freedom and democracy, 
aiming to activate audiences politically, and 
create authentic, non-commercial Australian 
drama by telling the hidden stories about the real 
lives of working-class people.

What people say about the book

“The New Theatre played an important role in the 
struggle to provide socially engaged theatre and 
to legitimise radical thought, satire and dissent 
on the Australian stage. This comprehensive 
analysis covers the colourful ways they brought 
theatre to working-class audiences, the important 
role of women and the methods employed 
by government, ASIO and others to suppress 
dissent. After 90 frequently controversial years, 
it seems that New Theatre is respectable at last!”  
- Rosane McNamara, President Sydney New 
Theatre

About the Editor

Lisa Milner is an Australian historian and activist. 
She held positions at Australian universities for 
thirty years and her research interests circulate 
in the intersections of cultural activism and 
politics. They include the artistic productions of 
Australian communists and socialists, radical and 
workers’ theatre in English speaking countries, 
representations of workers and unions on 

Book: The New Theatre - The people, plays and politics 
behind Australia’s radical theatre

screen, and labour history. Her work has been 
published widely in Australia, UK and the USA. 
She published the first history of the Waterside 
Workers Federation Film Unit, Fighting Films, 
in 2003, with a second edition to be published 
by Interventions in 2024. Her biography of 
Freda Brown, Swimming Against the Tide, was 
published in 2017.

For more information or a review copy of the 
book write to info@interventions.org.au. 

You can buy the book at Red Flag Books, New 
International Bookshop, New Morning Books, 
through all online bookstores or order  through 
your local bookshop.  
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Unveiling Timeless Conversations by Eric Aarons at our
Celebration and Farewell to Minto Bush Camp
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Photos by Peter Robertson

Brian Aarons, Luke Whitington and Meredith Burgmann unveil the scuplture ‘Timeless 
Conversations’ at Minto Bush Camp

A close-up of ‘Timeless Conversations’ by Eric Aarons

On 4 December 2022, around 40 SEARCH 
members and friends held a celebration 
and farewell to Minto Bush Camp, with 

the unveiling of a permanent base and new site for 
Timeless Conversations by Eric Aarons, a statue in 
marble, as the focal point of the celebration. 

The camp has been acquired by the NSW government, 
and the site will form part of a green open space park, 
managed by National Parks, with the old buildings 
removed and the land returned to bushland. 

The sculpture will remain on site as a permanent me-
morial to the camp’s use as a training and education 
facility. 

See below for the text of the plaque which will be af-
fixed to a plinth to the side of the sculpture.
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Maurie Mulheron sings us a song or two in front of the newly unveiled sculpture

Author and 
educator  
Bev Symonds
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Maurie Mulheron, Meredith Burgmann and Brian Aarons in front  
of ‘Timeless Conversations’

Sue Olive, Peter Olive and Peter Grubbe
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Bob Jones, who engineered 
and designed the base of the 
sculpture

Eric’s former residence, guarded by an Eric Aarons sculpture.
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The temporary plaque  
accompanying ‘Timeless  

Conversations’.

SEARCH Members and friends in front of the newly unveiled sculpture.



At the close of the period for the 
withdrawal of nominations in the 
2022 SEARCH Committee election, 

there were the same number of nominations 
as there were positions to be filled, and 
therefore there was no ballot required. Under 
the SEARCH election rules, candidate bios 
are to made available to members. Usually 
candidate bios would be sent to members 
and made available in the postal and online 
voting papers/website, however with no 
ballot required, this post provides those bios, 
in alphabetical order, and with a photo as it 
was supplied by candidates. 

Brian Aarons - Committee Member (NSW)

I was the founding President of the SEARCH 
Foundation and am a current Committee member. 
In the past two years, I have been active in the 
SEARCH Voice Treaty Truth Working Group, 
in the Communications Sub-Committee, the 
Climate Action Working Group, and around 
several other aspects of the Foundation’s work. 
I will continue to be involved in such work, 
including the National Members Forum that is 
being planned for mid 2023.

Matt Byrne - Committee Member (ACT/
Belgium)

Australia and the world are confronting the crises 
of climate catastrophe, crippling inequality and 
the rise of anti-democratic and reactionary forces. 
The left must find solutions to overcoming these 
challenges whilst acknowledging our differences 
in thought and strategy. I believe this goal is at 
the heart of SEARCH’s purpose.

I am standing for the Committee to help SEARCH 
educate a new generation of socialists, build 
solidarity across the left and promote activism in 
campaigns for economic, social and ecological 
justice.

I support the tremendous work of the Committee 
to renew SEARCH and solidify its financial base, 
and I wish to contribute to help turn that renewal 
into external action.

I have been a socialist activist since 2004 and 
a SEARCH member for almost ten years. 
My first experience was attending a fantastic 
InspirActivism weekend in Canberra in 2008, 
and I attended the National Members Forum in 
2017. I spent eleven years working in the ALP, 
including as ACT Secretary for five years. As 
Secretary, I championed member democracy, 
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participation and growth which saw membership 
double, and the party adopt a new direct-election 
model for preselecting candidates.

I want to use my skills and experience to help 
SEARCH grow and make an impact on Australian 
left and progressive movements.

I current live temporarily in Belgium where I 
have worked for the International Trade Union 
Confederation on campaigns and trade-union 
training. While overseas, I commit to attending 
Committee meetings online and to participate 
in working groups, sub-committees and other 
SEARCH work regardless of time zone.

Louise Connor - Committe Member (Victoria)

I have been a member of Search since it was 
established and, previously, a CPA member since 
the mid-seventies. I have been a member of the 
Search Committee on several occasions and 
have assisted with a number of Search education 
activities and campaigns over the years. I’m 
currently a committee member and a member of 
the Finance Sub-committee, the VTT working 
group and another working group for a national 
members meeting for 2023. I also assisted with 
Search’s successful national forum last year for 
the CPA’s 100th anniversary.
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I would like to assist Search’s activities in 
Melbourne, particularly in motivating our 
members to be more active in the campaign for 
an Indigenous Voice to parliament and, following 
that, with treaty and truth–telling; taking up the 
challenge so generously requested of us by the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart.

My major work has been in the union movement 
over many years, after commencing my activism in 
the environment and women’s movements. I was 
Victorian Secretary of the Media, Entertainment 
& Arts Alliance from 2004 to 2014.

I am currently the treasurer and a board member 
of the New International Bookshop, based at the 
VTHC that works with Search on book launches 
and discussions. We played a major role in 
promoting and selling Comrades and The Party 
and I have other ideas on how we can collaborate 
to promote left writing, discussion and action.

Elliot D’Arcy - Committee Member (Qld)

Hey, I’m Elliot, and I’ve recently accepted a 
nomination to run as a SEARCH committee 
member.

I am currently a trade union organiser with the 
Queensland branch of the RTBU. I also consider 
myself a refugee activist, putting together the 
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Unions for Refugees group during the blockade 
of the Kangaroo Point hotel. Further to this, I have 
been steeped in socialist values, and have started 
several reading groups and organised events to 
teach people about our great cause.

As a trade unionist I believe that the only way 
to seriously challenge capital is through a united 
and organised working class, with strong socialist 
values.

As a committee member for SEARCH I hope to 
contribute by growing visibility and accessibility 
to left wing ideas through education programs, 
events and direct community engagement.

We are better when we work together, and I hope 
I can win your support in my mission for a bigger, 
stronger, more active and united Australian left 
through SEARCH. 

Iacovos Digenis - Committee Member (South 
Australia)

My name is Iacovos and I am delighted to be 
renominated for the SEARCH Committee. I am 
a proud democratic socialist and activist from 
Adelaide.

I am the convener of Young Labor Left SA and 
have strong links and friendships in other left 
wing parties and movements.

The majority of my activism outside of Labor 
has been in the student movement.  My term as 
the Adelaide University Union President in 2018 
was a formative experience. It gave me a political 
education which eclipsed my formal study and 
confirmed for me the importance of independent 
and authentic mass movements as the main 
drivers of change in society.

As President, I also received training and gained 
experience as a board director of the Union for 
2 years. These skills make me a diligent and 
effective Committee member.

I am also very proud of my work as Labor 
Environment Action Network SA’s Secretary 
from 2015 to 2017, and the campaign experience 
and perspective that has afforded me.

I seek reelection as an active Committee Member, 
dedicated to ensuring SEARCH remains relevant 
and financially secure. I have convened meetings 
in Adelaide, secured funding for oral history 
research at UniSA, organised SEARCH-led 
youth enrolment drives, and helped facilitate a 
monthly reading group. I hope to strengthen and 
grow these projects with another term.

We need a space where young socialists can 
come together, learn and organise, and I believe 
SEARCH is that space.

I am standing with the SEARCH Unity Team.

Adam Farrar - Honorary Treasurer (NSW)

I have a long-standing commitment to SEARCH, 
having been a member since its inception. Before 
that I was a member of the CPA.

I am standing as Treasurer, having been 
temporarily appointed to the role following the 
death of the then Treasurer, Helen Hewett.  While 
it was a challenge to step into the place of a person 
with the huge experience and energy of Helen, I 
feel that it is important to now follow through 
with the work that has begun.

I had previously been a member of the SEARCH 
Finance and Investment Sub-committee and was 
SEARCH Hon Treasurer for a number of years 
earlier in SEARCH’s existence.

(Continued over page)
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My own background has mainly spent in the 
community sector, principally in policy advocacy 
and implementation.  I worked at Australian 
Council of Social Service (ACOSS) in a number 
of roles, including Head of its Urban and Regional 
Development Unit and Policy Head of its Future 
of Work Program.  I was also Deputy Director 
of the NSW Council of Social Service.  Most 
of my career has focussed on housing policy 
and advocacy, including 10 years as CEO of the 
industry body for a community housing provider 
in NSW and Principal Policy Officer for Shelter 
NSW. I have been Chair of both Shelter NSW 
and National Shelter and also Deputy President 
of NCOSS.

I believe that at this critical moment in history we 
need wide awareness and discussion of radical 
understandings and radical solutions to our 
environmental, social, economic and political 
circumstances.  And I think SEARCH can play an 
important role in promoting this. And at the same 
time, it is part of our role to directly support some 
of the most important struggles of the day – such 
as the campaign for the Voice and the vision of 
the Uluru Statement from the Heart.

Zac Gillies-Palmer - Committee Member 
(NSW)

I am a democratic socialist, trade unionist, and 
community organiser with a background in 
Marxist political economy. Since joining the 
SEARCH Committee in 2018, I have been proud 
to work with comrades within and beyond our 
organisation to further our shared principles and 
concrete political objectives.

I am currently employed as a lecturer at the 
University of Sydney where I coordinate a course 
on First Nations politics and policy. I am also in 
the second year of a PhD research project in the 
department of political economy. My research 
applies historical materialist theory to better 
understand the evolution of Australian state 
and class relations from the perspective of First 
Nations Peoples.

In addition to my work as an academic I am 
currently the Sydney Coordinator for Progressive 
International. This organisation is coordinating 
democratic socialists from around the world to 
put the United States on trial for war crimes. The 
executive council includes eminent comrades 
including Jeremy Corbyn, Silvia Federici, and 
Cornell West.

Since joining SEARCH I have been proud 
to continue the tradition of our members and 

(Continued from previous page)
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CPA activists through my participation in 
the labour movement. I am an advocate for 
militant and democratic trade unionism that 
values the transformative potential and organic 
intellectualism of the working class.

For these reasons (amongst others) I coordinated 
a campaign within NSW Labor which resulted in 
the 2022 party conference committing to a radical 
public housing programme. This policy commits 
NSW Labor to increasing total public housing 
stock in the inner suburbs of Sydney and the 
broader state of New South Wales. It also places a 
ban on the privatisation of public housing. This is 
a campaign I coordinated in concert with resident 
action groups.

In the past I have been privileged to work as 
a national industrial officer with the MEAA, 
a political advisor for NSW Labor, a student 
activist with the Australian Student Environment 
Network (ASEN) and a workplace delegate for 
the United Workers Union. I maintain my delegate 
position with the UWU through my casual role as 
a childcare worker at a local public school.

I hold a Bachelor of Economics with First Class 
Honours from the University of Sydney.

Patricia Hovey - Committee Member 
(Queensland)

 I am a current Committee member and convenor 
of the Communications Sub-Committee and a 
longstanding SEARCH and CPA member. My 
political and community activity includes:

Initiating or assisting in the running of several 
Brisbane SEARCH events since 2017.

Currently organising an education day for 
Brisbane members and activists.

Active involvement in Vintage Reds Retired 
Unionists and the Brisbane Combined Unions 
Choir, serving on the management committees of 
both organisations.

The pandemic interrupted the work we started 
in 2017, implementing the results of the 2017 
SEARCH review and National Members Forum. 
We need to regain that momentum. Members were 

very clear about the role they wanted – linking 
and enabling activists and other progressive 
organisations to promote democratic, ecological 
socialism. People joined SEARCH as a result 
of our zoom events on relevant topics presented 
by committed and knowledge speakers.  Our 
education program also attracted young activists 
and publications, primarily SEARCH news, have 
been well received. 

The National Members Forum in 2023 will be 
an important event to address the challenges and 
opportunities presented by a Labor government. I 
am involved in the planning by the NMF Working 
Group.  I am also a member of the Voice Treaty 
Truth Working Group, working to support the 
referendum on a First Nations Voice to parliament 
enshrined in the constitution.

If re-elected I will continue to make a contribution 
to SEARCH activities in Brisbane, on the Search 
Committee, sub-committees and working groups.

Matt Kunkel - President (Victoria)

Since joining the committee in 2014, it has been 
my privilege to work alongside so many strong 
and diverse socialists to help build SEARCH. 
I am enthusiastic about continuing this work 
alongside all of you, to further develop and enact 
our shared vision for a society that puts people 

(Continued over page)
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and planet above profit.

SEARCH’s work to link, enable and lead left 
activists, of all persuasions towards a broad, 
united front against capitalism, has never been 
more important.

It is also the great depth of experience within our 
membership that is now called upon. Echoes of 
the struggles of the 1960s ring out once again. 
We must rally for our First Nation’s comrades, 
against war and to overcome a rapacious 
economic system seeking to doom our children 
and grandchildren. Time is short. Only by uniting 
activists across the industrial, environmental and 
other social movements can we realise our goals. 
This must be the work of SEARCH in the coming 
years.

COVID laid bare the failures of neoliberalism 
for all to see. We need public health and welfare 
systems that genuinely support everyone to live 
with dignity. We need Industrial relations reforms 
that empower the organised working class to 
strike their way towards greener, more secure 
jobs and a fairer society.

We must seize upon the shift in Canberra and 
build consensus for real change - not from the top 
down but the bottom up. 

I am a former union organiser with 15 years’ 
experience and currently lead the Migrant 
Workers Centre.

Cat Kutay - Commitee Member (Northern 
Territory)

I am a long-time member of SEARCH and CPA, 
and activist in Land Rights, Deaths in Custody and 
Women’s Refuge movements, as well as against 
student fees. I have worked in Public Radio for 
many years and now work on the internet.

I am committed to promoting the voices of people 
who support progressive issues, and have the 
skills to provide evidence and solutions. Hence, 
I work in IT, provide websites for other activists 
and train people to use web resources, fighting 
both hacking and mis-information on the internet.

Software developers in open source such as 
Atlassian co-founder Mike Cannon-Brookes 
show there are many people willing to contribute 
to the free dissemination of verified information

I work at Charles Darwin University, so I plan 
to be a remote Committee member. However the 
issues across Northern Australia where I work 
are critical to all of Australia - closing Don Dale 
Centre, justice for those killed in police arrests, 
custody and detention, stopping the Fracking 
(yeah Tiwi islanders), community development 
enterprises including self-construction and 
maintenance projects, renewable energy including 
hydrogen exports, as well as the collection 
and dissemination of Aboriginal stories about 

(Continued over page)
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Country, which is my main project.

I believe I will bring a different perspective to 
the Committee and have a reputation for calm 
responses to views I do not support. I aim to 
educate other members about different ways 
of fighting for change that does not involve 
denigrating our comrades, past or present.

Caitlin Perry - Committee Member (Northern 
Territory)

I have been a SEARCH Member since SEARCH 
was established and before that I was a CPA 
member for about ten years. Born and bred in 
Sydney, I have lived and worked in Darwin for 
over 30 years, working at a feminist women’s 
service, a community legal centre and I am 
currently employed as Senior Policy Officer at 
NT Council of Social Service (NTCOSS).   

My activist work over the years has included 
feminist, environmental and human rights causes 
and I have actively campaigned in support of 
women’s rights, justice for First Nations peoples, 
LGBTI rights, environmental protection and 
climate justice, and I am a long-term member of 
my union (Australian Services Union). 

I support the general direction of SEARCH and 
would like to contribute to any way that I can. 
Based on my work and political experience and 

perspectives from Darwin and the Northern 
Territory I hope to make a constructive contribution 
to the work of the SEARCH Committee. 

Chris Warren - Committee Member (ACT)

I’m a Canberra-based socialist and trade union 
delegate, having been an active member of 
SEARCH for over six years now. I’m committed 
to the principles of democratic ecological 
socialism. Sustainability and equality require a 
new system.

I studied at the University of Sydney where 
I completed an honours degree in Political 
Economy.  I have been an active SEARCH 
member for a long time for a younger activist, 
including participating in and organising reading 
groups for young SEARCH members as far back 
as 2017.

I do my best to write topical, accessible and radical 
pieces for SEARCH News. Some include ‘Notes 
on a 4-day work week’, ‘Bushfires a turning point 
for the regional working class’, ‘The COVID-19 
Recession’ and ‘Invest for Peace, Not War’. I 
hope this writing promotes our understanding of 
capitalism as a violent and turbulent system that 
we urgently must replace.

I have been an active and committed member 
of the SEARCH Committee for the last two 
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years. I have also contributed to the work of the 
Communications Sub-Committee. I ask for your 
continued support as a member of the SEARCH 
Committee.

Outside SEARCH, I support CPSU members 
in my workplace doing the essential work of 
a delegate, building my union and the broader 
union movement. I am an activist on the issue of 
the four-day work week, fighting to expand the 
weekend. I’m also completing my Masters of 
Public Policy part-time at the ANU.

Jacquie Widin - Vice President (NSW)

I am running for Vice President of SEARCH in 
the 2022 election. In my previous position as 
President and currently as Vice President I have 
made a valuable contribution to the Foundation.

I have worked with committee and general 
members in a number of areas:

I am involved in all levels of committee work and 
participate in the education and political forums.

I am the co-convenor of the SEARCH Voice, 
Treaty Truth working group and have co-initiated 
seminars to support and develop left strategies.

I am the co-convenor the SEARCH Climate 
Action working group.

Building on our commitment for SEARCH to take 

the role of a linking and enabling organisation. In 
spite of the multitude of challenges over the past 
2 years we have engaged a wide range of activists 
from different movements and trade unions in 
SEARCH forums, seminar events and education 
programs.

If elected as Vice-President I will continue to work 
for an inclusive, receptive and active SEARCH. 
My commitment is to:

• collaboratively organise the SEARCH 
National Members’ Forum, an event which 
will focus on engaging and involving 
members in formulating our direction and 
political work

• Ensure transparent financial responsibility

• Continue to support and promote our highly 
successful seminars, education programs and 
forums.

I was a longstanding CPA member and an early 
SEARCH member.

I am active in the broad VOICE TREATY TRUTH 
movement. I worked in women’s and community 
health, adult education and have long been active 
in environmental and feminist movements. I 
currently work on international education aid 
programs in Pacific nations and South East Asia. 
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Get involved!
SEARCH Foundation works for democratic ecological 
socialism by bringing people together across different 

movements, parties and generations. 

We enable and educate activists by holding events and 
producing publications like this one. We also support 
and partner with progressive organisations to create 

change. 

If you’d like to be involved, follow our social media, 
contact us via our website, send us an email, or simply 

give us a call.
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 facebook.com/SEARCHFoundationAustralia

 twitter.com/SEARCH_Aus
 youtube.com/c/SEARCHFoundationAus
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