
May 31, 2022

The Honorable Chellie Pingree The Honorable Jeff Merkley
Chair Chair
Appropriations Subcommittee on Appropriations Subcommittee on
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairs Pingree and Merkley:

We are writing to thank the Subcommittees for their past support of Service and Conservation
Corps and to ask that you continue this support in your Fiscal Year 2023 Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies Appropriations bill.  Specifically, we ask that you provide funding
consistent with the President’s Fiscal Year 2023 budget request for community resilience and
mitigation funding for the Department of Interior (DOI) and U.S. Forest Service (USFS).

We believe that our nation has a unique opportunity to develop environmental resilience and
mitigate the impacts of climate change and natural disasters. DOI and USFS have longstanding
partnerships with national service and youth engagement programs. These programs train the
next generation of conservation and resilience workers by leveraging the skills of young adults
and veterans to improve public lands, build a new generation of land and natural resource



managers, and provide a pathway to good-paying jobs. Funding for these existing programs
would mobilize the next generation of conservation and resilience workers and maximize the
creation of accessible training and national service opportunities and good paying jobs.

We urge you to support the President’s budget request for programs at DOI and USFS that would
support work on environmental resilience and mitigation projects. Service and Conservation
Corps and other national service and workforce organizations have been completing similar work
for decades and are well-positioned to expand to meet new resilience and mitigation needs
—similar projects include forest fuel reduction, invasive species removal, tree planting and much
more.  The accounts include:

● $31 million: DOI – National Park Service – Resource Management – Resilience and
Mitigation

● $10 million: DOI – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – National Wildlife Refuge –
Resilience and Mitigation

● $7 million: DOI – Bureau of Indian Affairs – National Resource Management and Indian
Youth Service Corps – Resilience and Mitigation

● $12 million: DOI – Bureau of Land Management – Rangeland Management and
Recreation Management – Resilience and Mitigation

● $3 million: USDA – U.S. Forest Service – Recreation, Heritage and Wilderness –
Resilience and Mitigation

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We look forward to continuing to work with
you to create opportunities for the young adults of our country and to restore the health of our
environment and develop environmental resilience and mitigation.

Sincerely,

America’s Service Commissions (ASC)
BlocPower
Evergreen Action
Jobs for the Future (JFF)
National Wildlife Federation (NWF)
Service Year Alliance (SYA)
Student Conservation Association (SCA)
The Corps Network (TCN)
University Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR)


