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Email *

david@canepa.vote

San Francisco District 11 Democratic Club
Questionnaire for Candidates - General Election
2022
This questionnaire is for all candidates in the November 2022 general election. The questionnaire is due 
on Saturday, August 20, 2022, by 11:55pm.  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Your answers will help the SF D11 Democratic Club Executive Board with 
their recommendations to the membership at our o cial membership endorsement meeting on Saturday, 
August 27, 2022. Once you submit the questionnaire, we will schedule a time to interview you. The District 
11 Town Hall will be on September 10th where our membership will make the nal decision on the o cial 
D11 Democratic Club endorsement. All candidates are welcome to attend the District 11 Town Hall.  

Our eboard recommendations will be posted on our website by 11:55 pm on or before Tuesday, August 30, 
2022, and our o cial SF D11 Democratic Club endorsements will be posted by 11:55 pm on September 12, 
2022.  

PLEASE NOTE THE SECTIONS REQUIRED TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A RECOMMENDATION: 
Candidates for School Board: In addition to Sections 1 through 3, please ll out Section 5
Candidates for College Board: In addition to Sections 1 through 3, please ll out Section 6
Candidates for BART Board: In addition to Sections 1 through 3, please ll out Section 7
Candidates for District Attorney: In addition to Sections 1 through 3, please ll out Section 8
Candidates for Public Defender: In addition to Sections 1 through 3, please ll out Section 9
Candidates for U.S. Congressional District 15: In addition to Sections 1 through 3, please ll out Section 10
Candidates for Assembly District 17: In addition to Sections 1 through 3, please ll out Section 11 
Candidates for Assembly District 19: In addition to Sections 1 through 3, please ll out Section 12
Propositions and Measures: In addition to Section 1, please ll out Section 13.  
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David Canepa

david@canepa.vote

(415) 506-8393 , call

U.S. Congressional District 15

https://davidcanepa.com/

Justin Sell, (650)773-0179, justin.t.sell@gmail.com

Name of Candidate 

Campaign Email Address 

Campaign Phone Number (do you prefer text or call) 

What office do you seek?

What is your website URL? 

Name and contact info for your Campaign Manager/Consultant:
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Yes

No

Since 1993.

$767,000

I opposed the recall of District Attorney Chesa Boudin. Though I could not vote in the election for Prop C, I 
supported it. The recall system is in urgent need of reform; it must be made more democratic, more 
straightforward, and less susceptible to the corrupting influence of dark money in politics.

Candidacy Questions

All candidates must answer the basic candidacy questions below 

Are you a registered Democrat? 

If yes, to the above answer, how long have you been a Democrat?

How much campaign funding have you raised so far?

How long have you lived in San Francisco? 

What is your position on recalls?  Did you vote for June 7th Prop C (Recall Timelines and Vacancy 
Appointments)?  Please explain.  
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I currently serve as Supervisor of District 5 of the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors. I 
served on the Daly City Council from 2008 through 2016 and served as Mayor in 2014. I have a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of San Francisco in Politics and graduated from Skyline College in San Bruno 
before that. I graduated high school from Sacred Heart Cathedral Prep in San Francisco. I served as a 
legislative aide in the California State Assembly prior to running for the Daly City Council. 

In addition to my duties as a County Supervisor, I also serve as a commissioner on the
Metropolitan Transportation Commission, a director on the City/County Association of 
Governments (C/CAG), the Vice Chair of the San Mateo County Transportation Authority, and 
as a Director on the Bay Area Air Quality Management District representing 20 cities. I also serve on boards 
such as the Health Plan of San Mateo, San Mateo County Medical Center, the Commission on Aging, 
Community Corrections Partnership, the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Commission and the 
Association of Bay Area Governments. 

During the past two years of the pandemic, the most challenging times any of us have ever 
encountered, I feel like I helped inspire the county’s residents to do everything in our power to save lives, 
prevent illness and to help our hard-hit businesses to recover. It’s enabled me to have the confidence to 
represent our county’s values in Washington DC. 

Therefore, I am running for congress to restore faith in Congress. I believe if Washington invests in 
communities, cities, and counties again with spending and policies that voters can see with their own eyes, 
faith can be restored in Congress. My focus is to not only listen to the voices of our community members 
but empower and amplify their voices. I am not an establishment candidate who has spent the past two 
years in the Assembly or Congress. I am a grassroots candidate who wants to serve one of the most diverse 
Congressional districts in the United States and to ensure their voices are amplified in the halls of Congress.

Why are you running and what are your qualifications for this office?
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My top three priorities include improving health care costs and accessibility, advocating for affordable 
housing, and tackling climate change and particularly sea level rise as San Mateo 
County is at great risk of future flooding. I will advocate for and support universal health care coverage and 
as a member of the Health Plan of San Mateo have increased access to dental care for thousands of county 
residents. I believe access to healthcare is a right and not a privilege. 

In Congress, I will challenge my colleagues every day to restore the federal government’s role in the 
production of affordable housing so that future generations are not displaced because of escalating rents 
and housing costs. I intend to combat inequality by increasing the number of affordable housing units 
available to the county, to the state and country. I will push the federal government toward providing tax 
credits and financial incentives to develop affordable housing units in the county in partnership with our 
nonprofits such as MidPen and Mercy Housing with an eye toward equity. 

We must invest in infrastructure to protect coastal cities across the nation from sea level 
rise and this should be a top spending priority for Congress. We must move away from 
fossil fuels and invest in green energy. We must invest in fuel load reduction to combat 
devastating wildfires and make major investments in public transportation to get vehicles 
off the road, which is the major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions.

D11 Related Questions

All candidates must answer the District 11 questions 

Identify the three most important issues for the position you seek? What are the solutions you 
see for these specific issue areas or how will you work to tackle them? 
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I support SB9 and SB10, along with other affordable housing measures that will allow working-class 
families to continue living and raising children in District 11. SB9 builds onto more housing and more 
affordable housing while benefiting homeowners rather than just investors. SB10 simplifies the zoning 
process, allowing for more multi-unit housing construction which, in return, gives hope to renters that more 
affordable rentals will be built in California. Surplus public lands should be allocated to affordable housing 
such as the Jefferson Union High School District and Jefferson Elementary School District in Daly City are 
doing now with the construction of affordable housing for teachers and staff. These measures to lower the 
cost of living and expand access to housing will help District 11 and other communities maintain the 
equitable and quality education that every child deserves. Community college, along with K-12, should be 
free.  

I will hire a staff, if elected to Congress, that reflects the true 
diversity of District 11 and all of San Francisco and San Mateo counties including women of color, 
individuals with different religious beliefs and members of the LGBTQ community.

Pacita's Salvadorian Bakery is a favorite of my wife, Ana Canepa, and I. Ana was born in El Salvador and now 
serves as Honorary Consul General of El Salvador in San Francisco, so we really enjoy the incredible 
Salvadorian pastries.

Click on the office you are seeking to move to the next set of questions.

District 11 has significant numbers of school age children, community college students, ethnic 
diversity, homeowners, and working-class families compared to other other districts in San 
Francisco. These are just a few of the unique features of this district. If elected, how will your 
office address the particular needs and concerns of District 11?  

What is your favorite food spot/coffee shop/hangout in District 11? What is unique or memorable 
about this location?  
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U.S.  Congressional District 15

Please ll out the following only if you are a candidate for US Congressional District 15. 

If elected, I have pledged to join the Congressional Progressive Caucus as a dues-paying member. I will 
champion CPC-supported legislation not just in Washington, but in the district as well. At town halls, 
community events, and issue forums, I will engage constituents in the legislative process to galvanize local, 
grassroots support for progressive initiatives and principles. The Bay Area deserves a representative who 
will stand alongside other strong progressives, even when it's hard. I have committed to supporting any 
efforts by the Progressive Caucus to act collectively during key legislative fights and intra-House elections, 
and attending the CPC New Member Orientation Session if elected.

PUBLIC DEFENDER: What would you do if your office was assigned a case that you were morally 
opposed to? How would your office reconcile the conflict between your own personal beliefs and 
the case?  

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL District 15: What have you done and how will you continue to organize 
your constituents via the Progressive Democratic Caucus process? 
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One of my top priorities includes pushing for more affordable and equitable housing 
opportunities to end homelessness. As Congress crafts recovery legislation, policymakers 
should make once-in-a-generation investments in key affordable housing programs. These 
investments aid in creating a path toward ending homelessness and significantly reducing 
housing instability for households with the lowest incomes, including families with children, 
people living with disabilities, young adults, and others. I also support all measures that 
enhance the quality of life of vulnerable communities including living wage legislation, 
affordable housing, economic development and job creation policies. 

COVID-19 has disproportionately impacted the Latinx community not only related to physical health but also 
economically. Job loss, food insecurity and housing instability have caused stress, anxiety and has 
impacted behavioral and mental health during the pandemic. The county partners with nonprofit agencies 
such as Starvista (where I previously served 
on their board of directors), ALAS, CARON, Casa Circulo and the Latino Commission 
to eliminate stigma, oppression, racism and poverty. In San Mateo County, the Latinx 
community represents 24 percent of the total population and 38 percent of students in 
our public schools. In Sep. 2021, I sponsored a resolution to advance and improve San Mateo County’s 
racial equity efforts. San Mateo County is home to an incredibly diverse population of individuals who have 
contributed greatly to the social, economic, and cultural 
development of our community. In August of 2020, the County of San Mateo declared 
racism as a public health crisis and in November of 2020, my office, along with the 
Peninsula Conflict Resolution Center, conducted equity forums to bring folks together 
to discuss topics related to defeating racism and amplifying the voices of vulnerable 
populations in our county. In April of 2021, recognizing the dire need to implement 
more action, my office collaborated with Chief Health Equity Officer, Shireen 
Malekafzali, to create a resolution that not only uplifts the voices in our communities 
but focuses on direct impact. The resolution strives to achieve equity and racial justice 
by working as one across sectors and with community, supporting targeted action and 
providing best practices, tools, and resources to help build and sustain efforts in a 
transformative movement. I am committed to the mission of advancing racial equity, 
belonging, and diversity in all aspects of county government and program structure, and if elected will 
continue this work in Congress.

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL District 15: How will you close the opportunity gap between residents of 
Congressional District 15? 
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I will advocate for and support all legislation and policies that protects for and advances 
reproductive freedom, including judicial reforms. In November 2021, I sponsored a resolution to affirm 
support for reproductive freedom following actions by the state of Texas to curtail a woman’s right to 
choose. As states around the country enact laws that violate the fundamental right to decide whether to 
terminate a pregnancy, the County of San Mateo serves as a model to defend and fight for reproductive 
freedom and welcome all those seeking to fully exercise their reproductive rights and access safe legal 
abortion.

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL District 15: What will you do to stand up for reproductive rights? 
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I support a pathway to citizenship for undocumented individuals as they are vital to our economy and the 
very fabric of our communities. I am proud to say our Sheriff’s Office in San Mateo County, at my urging, has 
agreed not to provide notifications to ICE and that children and families from other countries seeking to 
come to the United States should never be treated as criminals. There is often a fear and reluctance among 
our Hispanic communities, undocumented or not, that our government means them harm. Even in San 
Mateo County, with one of the highest vaccination rates in the United States, the LatinX community lags 
behind the general population in getting the vaccine and getting tested. I believe that Congress should start 
investing more in Hispanic-run nonprofits to provide health care services in neighborhood serving clinics 
and in their own language. The federal government needs to specifically earmark dollars for public health 
systems to prioritize the hiring of more Hispanic doctors, nurses and health care workers in communities 
where they are needed. Alarmingly, the Latino community continues to have some of the lowest levels of 
educational attainment of any group in the country. This is a reason why I support free community college 
for all. In San Mateo County, we have seen the benefits firsthand of the Promise Scholars Program at our 
community colleges, which provides free tuition, assistance with food and transportation costs and 
intensive counseling services. My office sponsored a resolution granting the program $2 million in county 
funds to send 500 students a year to community college for free for two years. Most of these students 
come from underserved communities and many are also undocumented. The program has proven to send a 
higher rate of students off to four-year universities. We must make the Peninsula a place where everybody 
can succeed. 

I would particularly like to lead in climate change through passing legislation that improves the state of 
condition for our citizens. I support the Green New Deal. The Green New Deal dramatically reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions and significantly alters this country’s and the Bay Area's reliance on fossil fuels 
into a focus on growing clean energy, building high-speed rail systems, and lessening our carbon footprint. I 
helped advocate for increasing the funding possibilities to electrify our Caltrain transportation system. 
Funding public transportation projects accelerates the removal of diesel-fueled trains from our systems 
which is a huge step forward in addressing the climate emergency and protecting our coastline. 

I also commit to being a true representative - holding frequent town halls all over the district, not only in 
certain communities, in order to hear directly from as many citizens as possible about their priorities and 
further community civic engagement.

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL District 15: How will you be a champion to the issues that are most 
important to City and County of San Francisco and San Mateo County in Washington D.C.?  
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Elected Officials: 
Shaman Walton – President, San Francisco County Board of Supervisors 
Malia Cohen - California Board of Equalization Member 
Myrna Melgar - San Francisco County Supervisor 
Carlos Bolanos - San Mateo County Sheriff 
Robert Foucrault - San Mateo County Coroner 
Juslyn Manalo - Mayor of Daly City 
Karen Cunningham - Mayor of Brisbane 
Ann Keighran - Mayor of Burlingame 
Sanjay Gehani - Mayor of Foster City 
Diana Colvin - Mayor of Colma 
Mary Bier - Mayor Pro Tempore of Pacifica 
Mark Green - Former Mayor of Union City 
Deirdre Martin - Former Pacifica Mayor 
Len Stone - Former Mayor of Pacifica 
Kirsten Keith - Former Mayor of Menlo Park 
Laura Martinez - Former Mayor of East Palo Alto 
Coralin Feierbach - Former Mayor of Belmont 
Sepi Richardson - Former Mayor of Brisbane 
Dr. Rod Daus-Magbaul - Daly City Vice Mayor 
Marty Medina - San Bruno Vice Mayor 
Ruben Abrica - East Palo Alto Vice Mayor 
Ray Buenaventura - Daly City Councilmember 
Madison Davis - Brisbane Councilmember 
Terry Connell - Brisbane Councilmember 
Antonio Lopez - East Palo Alto Councilmember 
Linda Mason - San Bruno Councilmember 
Tom Hamilton - San Bruno Councilmember 
Sophie Cole - Hillsborough Councilmember 
Raquel Gonzalez - Colma Councilmember 
John Goodwin - Colma Councilmember 
Joanne Del Rosario - Colma Councilmember 
Bevan Dufty - BART Board of Director 
Tom Nuris - Board President of San Mateo County Community College District 
Chelsea Bonini - San Mateo County Board of Education Trustee 
Mina Richardson - South San Francisco Unified School District Vice President 
Dr. Chialyn Hsieh - South San Francisco Unified School District Board Member 
Andriana Shea - San Bruno Park School District Trustee 
Teri Chavez - San Bruno Park School District Trustee 
Cecil Owens - Bayshore School District Board Member 
Manufou Liaiga-Anoa - Jefferson Elementary School District Vice President 
Jennifer Blanco - San Bruno Park School District Board Member 
Andrew Mason - San Bruno Park School District President 
Ligia Andrade Zuniga - San Mateo Unified School District Trustee 

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL District 15: Do you have any key endorsements that you would like to 
share? Why are these endorsements meaningful to you?  
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John Pimmental - San Mateo Community College Trustee 
Alison Proctor - San Mateo-Foster City Elementary School District Board Vice President 
Joy Gutierrez-Piare - Bayshore Elementary School District Vice President 
Rick Abellana - Bayshore Elementary School District Clerk 
Theresa Faapuaa - Bayshore Elementary School District Member 
Carla Ng-Garrett - Jefferson Union High School District Clerk 
Marc Teglia - Former South San Francisco Planning Commissioner 
Thomas Piccolotti - North Coast County Water District President 
Jack Burgett - North Coast County Water District Vice President 
Joshua Cosgrove - North Coast County Water District Director 
Ron Ash - North Coast County Water District Director 

Labor: 
UFCW Local 648 - United Food and Commercial Workers Local 648 
NUHW - National Union of Healthcare Workers 
NNU - National Nurses United 
AFSCME Local 829 - American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
Local 829 
Milton Hum - UFCW Local 658 Secretary-Treasurer/Grievence Coordinator 

Democratic Clubs: 
North Peninsula Democratic Club 
Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club of SF 

Community Leaders: 
Chris Corgas - Cow Palace Board of Directors President and San Francisco Community 
Leader 
Frances Espiritu - Philippines Today
Perla Ibarrientos - Pilipino Bayanihan Resource Center Board Member 
Fred Naranjo 
Bob Richardson 
Valerie Sheibels - Burmese Community Leader 
Steve Sell - Central Coast Section President
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Prior to the pandemic, I spearheaded an effort to keep Seton Medical Center in Daly City 
from closure by voting to commit $15 million for seismic upgrades and operations in January 2017. In early 
2020, just prior to the pandemic as the hospital was in bankruptcy 
proceedings and threatened to be closed by billionaire and Los Angeles Lakers and Los 
Angeles Times owner Patrick Soon-Shiong, I brokered a deal to support new owners AHMC 
with a $10 million commitment in county funds for operations. And as COVID became a 
reality in California, I supported Gov. Gavin Newsom’s effort to make Seton a COVID 
Command Center caring for inmates from San Quentin prison, passengers on cruise ships 
stranded in the Bay and early patients inflicted with the coronavirus despite fierce political 
opposition. Soon-Shiong and parent company Verity would have closed the hospital and let it sit fallow until 
the 32-acre hospital property could be developed at an incredible profit. In this situation, I fought for the 
health care of the county’s most vulnerable population instead of letting a billionaire make huge profits by 
redeveloping the land.

I believe in providing a path toward citizenship for all immigrants who seek it. I believe in 
providing free health care and community college for all immigrants including the 
undocumented. I will support expanding the DACA program so that we can provide brighter 
futures for our underserved youth from immigrant families. I believe that ICE has done more 
harm to the nation than any other federal agency and would support its overhaul or outright 
abolishment.

We have a robust field campaign that takes our message door to door. We also have a large 
team of volunteers who have made thousands of phone calls to get our progressive 
message out to voters in San Francisco and San Mateo Counties. We use social media to 
get our message out. I prefer face to face interactions, though there’s a lot of hands to shake in California 
Congressional District 15 so we must have a diverse strategy in reaching every voter possible. That of 
course includes phonebanking and doorknocking, but also town hall and community events, Q&As with 
voters, policy forums, farmers markets, and every way we can find to connect with community members all 
over the district.

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL District 15: Describe a time when you worked against an established 
power structure or entrenched authority to achieve progressive change. How was this positive 
change accomplished?  

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL District 15: What would you do to champion immigration policy U.S.?  

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL District 15: What are your strategies for meeting potential voters during 
this campaign? 
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Climate Change is the overarching, defining issue of our time. The fight for a livable future will extend into 
every policy arena and require international, federal, state, and local coordination. A long-term transition 
away from fossil fuels is absolutely imperative, along with campaign finance reform to get oil, coal, and gas 
money out of politics. Yet in the short term, California is burning. If elected, my first piece of legislation 
would address the deadly threat, greatly exacerbated by climate change, that wildfires pose to our state's 
population and biodiversity. This must include dedicated efforts to preserving and even recovering that 
biodiversity, in order to maintain a healthy ecosystem. Furthermore, the practice of exploiting prison labor to 
fight wildfires - with brutal shifts and for less than $3 a day - is an embarrassment and must be put to an 
end.

Assembly District 17

Please ll out the following only if you are a candidate for Assembly District 17. 

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL District 15: If elected, what will be the first piece of legislation you will 
author?  

ASSEMBLY 17: How will you close the opportunity gap  for residents in Assembly District 17?  

ASSEMBLY 17: How will you be a champion to the issues that are most important to  the City and 
County of San Francisco in Sacramento?  

ASSEMBLY 17: Do you have any key endorsements that you would like to share? Why are these 
endorsements meaningful to you?  




