
SPEED LIMITERS AMENDMENT ACT OF 2022  
   

 

 
This document is intended for D.C. Council members and staff. 

Contact Sam Rosen-Amy at srosenamy@dccouncil.gov for additional information. 

 

WHAT THIS BILL WOULD DO 

The bill requires all city-owned cars have a speed limiter installed.  The limiters will restrict the cars from 

driving faster than 40 miles per hour, unless there is a demonstrated need for the car to go faster.  The 

bill does not apply to emergency vehicles such as fire or police cars. 

WHY THIS LEGISLATION IS IMPORTANT 

Speed kills. A pedestrian hit by a car going 50 miles per hour has just a 20 percent chance of surviving. 

Lowering the speed of the car by just 10 miles per hour, to 40 miles per hour, doubles the odds of the 

pedestrian surviving. 

The District has long recognized the need to control speeding, and has been steadily lowering the speed 

limit on city streets.  The default speed limit on most streets is 20 miles per hour, and the speed limit on 

several major commuter arteries in the city was reduced to 25 miles per hour.  Only a very few parts of 

the city, such as parts of 295 and Route 50, have 50 mile an hour speed limits. 

The city owns and operates more than 6,000 vehicles, ranging from sedans to small vans to large trucks. 

Of these vehicles, about 3,000 are non-emergency vehicles managed by the Department of Public 

Works. These 3,000 vehicles roam the city every day, sweeping streets, delivering supplies, transporting 

city employees, and doing other important government work. 

However, the vast majority of these vehicles do not need to be driving quickly.  For instance, as of FY 

2020, DC Library had almost 30 vehicles, mostly sedans and pickup trucks, and it is unlikely the majority 

of those vehicles need to drive faster than 40 miles per hour.  Similarly, the Council itself has three 

vehicles, none of which need to be driven faster than 40 miles per hour.  

Speed limiters are relatively cheap and easy to install, and many new cars come with a limiter already 

installed.  Many delivery vehicles also use speed limiters, and most heavy trucks have had them installed 

since the 1990s. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration is considering a rule to require them 

on large commercial motor vehicles.  Many cities require them, most notably New York City, which just 

started a pilot using intelligent speed limiters, which adjust the car’s maximum speed based on the local 

speed limit on the road at that time. 

Requiring speed limiters on the 3,000 non-emergency vehicles owned or operated by the city will help 

ensure the vehicles are driven safely, both reducing the odds of a dangerous crash and reducing fuel 

costs.   
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