
COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
 

To: Chairman Phil Mendelson 
 
From: Councilmember Elissa Silverman  
 
Date: October 13, 2022 

 
Subject: Request to Agendize Measures for the October 18, 2022 Legislative Meeting  
 
I request that the following measures be included in the agenda for the additional legislative 
meeting to be held on October 18, 2022. 
 

 Housing Authority Accountability Emergency Declaration Resolution of 2022 
 Housing Authority Accountability Emergency Amendment Act of 2022 
 Housing Authority Accountability Temporary Amendment Act of 2022 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”) has issued a report describing 
the results of an on-site assessment of the D.C. Housing Authority (“DCHA”).  The report is 
intended to serve as the foundation for the development of strategies and plans for improving 
DCHA’s deficiencies.  

DCHA’s deficiencies are serious and touch nearly every aspect of operations examined in the HUD 
assessment. They include: a failure to provide decent, safe, and sanitary housing for residents; 
inadequate oversight, management, and tracking of financial management and procurement 
activities; inadequate management and knowledge of the property management functions of a 
public housing authority or housing choice voucher program functions; and poor oversight of 
agency policies and operations by DCHA’s Board of Commissioners and executive leadership. 
HUD recommended that Commissioners and executive leadership receive training on a variety of 
topics that are central to the functions of a public housing agency. 

This training cannot happen soon enough.  DCHA has publicly stated it will respond with a detailed 
action plan to address all findings and recommendations in HUD’s assessment.  An understanding 
of the proper functioning of a public housing authority is fundamental to the ability of the Board 
and executive leadership to develop, review, and adopt an adequate corrective action plan. 

Further, DCHA has deficiencies that were not addressed in HUD’s assessment, which focused on 
federal standards and the use of federal funds. Through the District’s Housing Authority Subsidy, 
DCHA receives hundreds of millions of dollars each year to implement the Local Rent Supplement 
Program, public housing repairs, and other local priority programs. Thus the District as a funder 
has an independent interest in DCHA’s improvement.   



And, of course, DCHA serves District residents who deserve much better.  Currently, DCHA is 
contesting a lawsuit filed by the Office of the Attorney General on behalf of public housing 
residents, including claims under the Consumer Protection Practices Act (“CPPA”). In 2018, the 
Council amended the CPPA to apply to all landlord-tenant relations.  Yet, contrary to the intent of 
the Council, DCHA now argues that the CPPA claims do not apply to DCHA as a landlord. 

This legislation has three objectives: (1) to require immediate and ongoing training for members 
of DCHA’s Board of Commissioners, (2) to require DCHA to produce reports on its operations 
including its use of District funds, and (3) to amend the Consumer Protection Practices Act to 
clarify that it applies to all landlords including DCHA. 

This emergency and temporary legislation represents a modest set of legislative changes that 
should proceed immediately. But the reforms needed at DCHA are far-reaching and will require 
the support of its governing body. I am working with the Attorney General to draft permanent 
legislation to address DCHA’s fundamental issues, which I intend to introduce this month. We 
would welcome your support. 

Drafts of the emergency and temporary measures are attached.  Should you have questions, please 
contact Maya Brennan in my office.  

 
cc: All Councilmembers 

Office of the Secretary 
Mayor’s Office of Policy and Legislative Affairs 


