
 

 
 
December 21st, 2023 
 
The Honourable Sheila Malcolmson, M.L.A  
Minister of Social Development and Poverty Reduction 
Province of British Columbia 
PO Box 9179, Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria British Columbia  
V8W 9H8 
 
CC: David Galbraith, Deputy Minister 
  
Via email: SDPR.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
 
Dear Minister Malcolmson, 
 
We are pleased to submit to you our most recent research report released this week, A 
Whole Life: The Impact of $10-a-Day Child Care on the Health and Socioeconomic 
Wellbeing of Low-Income Lone Mothers in BC.  
 
We are happy to report that our data reveals a positive correlation between access to 
$10-a-day ChildCareBC spaces and improved health, well-being, and economic 
outcomes for low-income, lone mothers in BC. Our research participants praised the high 
quality of child care at $10-a-day centres and valued its positive impact on both their 
children’s development and the health and well-being of their families.  
 
Our research also found that while the BC government promised a $10-a-day child care 
system, many years later progress towards this goal has faltered and slowed. Our 
existing network of spaces has proven inequitable, inaccessible, and incomplete for many 
lone-parent families. 
 
Data on family poverty tells us that while only 20% of families in BC are lone-parent led, 
58.6% of children in poverty are in lone-parent-led families, the majority led by lone 
mothers. The child poverty rate in lone-parent families in BC is 38.3% — nearly six times 
higher than for children in other families. In 2020, 35,230 children living in poverty were 
under the age of six, the demographic in our study. 
 
Lone mother participants reported that one of the single largest barriers to stable 
employment is exclusion from the labour market due to the lack of $10-a-day child care 
across the province. Our data affirms that accessible and affordable quality child care is a 
key poverty reduction tool impacting both mothers and their children, and it enables 
women’s equitable inclusion in all aspects of social, economic, and public life. 
 
While the BC government’s rollout of a $10-a-day child care system has been a lifesaver 
for families lucky enough to find a spot, there are significant challenges including a lack of 
sufficient spaces, transparency in space allocation, waitlists, capacity for children with 
special needs, location and hours of operation, and high staff turnover. 

mailto:SDPR.Minister@gov.bc.ca


 
The Centre for Family Equity is pleased that both the governments of Canada and BC 
have finally begun to recognize and respond to the urgent need for $10-a-day universal 
child care in women’s lives, but our inconsistent and unfinished system leaves too many 
vulnerable families out. 
 
Our report findings led to key recommendations for the provincial government including:  
 

• Transition all interested existing programs to $10-a-day sites to create up to 
50,000 fully publicly funded spaces and establish a cohesive child care system in 
BC. 

• Prioritize the establishment of new $10 a Day ChildCareBC centres in BC’s child 
care ‘deserts’.  

• Implement an equity-based approach to ensure marginalized, low-income families 
have access to $10 a Day spaces.  

• Expand the capacity of $10 a Day ChildCareBC centres to provide quality, 
accessible care for special needs children and implement a wage grid for workers. 

Our research and data show that universal $10-a-day child care is not just an important 
economic initiative but a comprehensive strategy that has far-reaching implications for 
the lives of vulnerable families in our community. The impact extends beyond labour 
market participation to encompass various facets of health, well-being, and social 
inclusion, all crucial to the realization of BC’s TogetherBC poverty reduction mandates. 
 
The report with a complete list of recommendations accompanies this letter and can also 
be accessed on our website here. The research team, including the peer researchers, are 
eager to meet with you to discuss the findings and any questions you may have. 
 
Thank you very much for your attention and consideration. 
 
Sincerely,    

 

Viveca Ellis 
Executive Director  
Centre for Family Equity 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.centreforequity.ca/reports_and_submissions

