
      
 

San Francisco List of Accused Priests: Executive Summary  
 

The releasing of lists of “Credibly Accused” priests is not a new trend. The first such list was 
released by the Diocese of Tucson on June 21, 2002, during the leadership of Bishop Manuel 
D. Moreno. Four months later, the first Archdiocesan list was released when Cardinal William 
Keeler published a list of accused priests from the Archdiocese of Boston. Today, in 
September of 2022, only 15 dioceses – out of the 176 in total – have refused to release a list 
of their own, and the Archdiocese of San Francisco is the largest of those remaining holdouts. 

On this page you can find a breakdown of some of the numbers and trends contained within 
the list as well as particularly interesting or noteworthy cases or examples that were discovered 
through the creation of this list.  

Our ultimate goal is to ensure that parents and parishioners are informed, that children are 
protected, and that survivors are supported. If you want to help us with this goal, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us or donate towards our mission. 

 

List At-a-Glance 
 

• The list contains 312 total names of priests that have been publicly accused of abuse. Of 
those names, 225 priests worked in three main counties that comprise the current 
geography of SFAD; Marin, San Francisco, and San Mateo. 

o This number would make SFAD the second-longest list of abusive priests 
released in the US, lagging behind only the Archdiocese of Los Angeles who has 
released 352 total names. The third-longest list belongs to the Archdiocese of 
Boston with 171 names, little more than half of what we are releasing for SFAD. 

o The comparison is worth noting because Los Angeles has a Catholic population of 
~4.4 million, whereas San Francisco has a Catholic population of ~440,000. This 
leads us to believe that the LA list, like the majority of lists released, is shorter 
than it should be. 

• 117 total priests worked within parishes within the current geography of SFAD.  
• 68 worked within schools within the current geography of SFAD. 
• On average, assignments for abusive priests within the SFAD lasted for 6+ years. What 

this means is that every generation of children since 1916 that came through the SFAD 
were exposed to a predator. 

• 21 names were exposed due to the currently-open Window to Justice in California. As 
this window continues to allow more cases to be brought forward, we are sure that 
more names will be exposed. 

mailto:zhiner@snapnetwork.org
https://victimsofcrime.org/child-victims-act-in-california/

	San Francisco List of Accused Priests: Executive Summary
	List At-a-Glance


