
From: Campaign 2022 Policy <campaign.policy@ontarioliberal.ca> 
Date: Mon, 28 Mar 2022 at 15:41 
Subject: RE: Will the Ontario Liberal Party support community access to schools? 
To: spacecoalitionon@gmail.com <spacecoalitionon@gmail.com> 
 

Hello Susan and Heather, 

Thank you for reaching out to Ontario Liberal Party regarding some of your policy questions. 

We are sorry for the delayed response. Below is a response from our Leader, Steven Del Duca 

regarding your questions. If you would like to share any concerns or ask any questions, please 

reach out to Fahim Khan (campaign.policy@ontarioliberal.ca). 

Thank you! 

Regards 

Fahim Khan 

Response from Steven Del Duca, Leader of the Ontario Liberal Party 

Dear Susan and Heather, 

Thank you for your letter and for the SPACE Coalition’s leadership over the last two 

decades to open up our communities and increase access to public space. 

As you know, it was an Ontario Liberal government that created the Community Use of 

Schools program and strengthened it over time in response to feedback from groups like 

yours. Ford’s cuts to this important program were reckless before the pandemic — now 

with the urgent need to re-connect communities isolated during the pandemic, reinvesting 
in these critical supports is paramount. 

It was also our government that amended the Education Act to enshrine “to promote the 

use of school buildings and premises by community groups and to allow community groups 

to use such buildings and premises” as a core function of provincial education funding 

(section 234). 

An Ontario Liberal government will reverse the Ford government’s cuts and increase 

equitable support for community use of schools, which includes support for programming 

in high-need neighbourhoods, community outreach and coordination, community use of 

space advisory committees; and after-school as well as summer student employment 
opportunities. 

The global pandemic created unprecedented challenges for Ontario’s public education 

system. Many students, particularly those in lower-income households, have fallen behind 

in their learning. Ontario families deserve a plan that will invest in in-person learning, 

smaller class sizes, and programs to catch up for lost learning time. Ontario Liberals have 

listened to education workers, students and parents. With their input and feedback, we 



have built an Education Recovery Plan — something our children and families desperately 

need, which you can find here. 

On behalf of the Ontario Liberal Party, thanks again for all of your work in connecting 
Ontario’s communities. 

Best, 

Steven Del Duca 

Leader 

Ontario Liberal Party 

https://ontarioliberal.ca/ontario-liberal-education-recovery-plan/

