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MISSION
To amplify the voice of Toronto’s diverse public benefit sector to government, funders, 

the private sector and others, in order to create an enabling environment and 
influence systemic change on issues relevant to the nonprofit sector and unique to 

the size, diversity and geography of Toronto.

VISION
A Strong and Resilient Nonprofit Sector. 
Thriving Communities. A Dynamic City.

VALUES
Courage to take risks and do things differently.

Diversity of perspectives, creativity, and expertise to get stuff done.

Commitment to lead collective action to end systemic racism and oppression and to 
promote equity, diversity and inclusion across the nonprofit sector.

Optimism and determination.

Celebrating our successes and learning from our experiences.

Strength that comes from working together.
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Statement from the Steering Committee

Steering Committee Members

Toronto is home to Canada’s largest and most diverse concentration of nonprofit organizations—a collective force that translates into $14 Billion in annual revenue 
and over 8% of Toronto’s GDP.    

In 2019, 19 diverse organizations came together to develop a city-wide network of nonprofits known as the Toronto Nonprofit Network (TNN). We exist to bring the 
varied voices of the city’s nonprofit sector to government, funders, and business to create and influence systemic change. To date, over 400 nonprofit organizations, 
representing a wide range of sectors, including social services, arts and culture, health, education, and sports and recreation, have joined the network.   

This report is a point-in-time update on TNN’s strategic priorities over the past three years and aims to educate stakeholders on the profound role our collective 
network holds in community. It has been a complex operating environment and evolving landscape for all sectors and sizes of nonprofits, collectives and groups. 
But we acknowledge the resiliency, dedication and courage of the people in our sector, mobilizing support and standing up for the needs of Torontonians while 
leading public benefit, grassroots and community organizations across Toronto.    

Join us in recognizing the importance of our nonprofit sector as essential service providers, advocates for human rights, and builders of social capital in our city.  
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We create space 
for informed, insightful 

and inclusive city-building 
processes that involve 

nonprofit sector and public 
benefit organizations.

We drive systemic 
changes that advance 

sector sustainability and 
resiliency by facilitating and 

leading innovative partnership 
tables to propel change-

making in key areas.

We learn from 
a strong, reputable, 

and grounded network of 
nonprofit sector contributors, 

community-driven experience, 
and the diverse expertise 
and contributions of the 

nonprofit sector in 
Toronto.

We amplify the 
needs, contributions and 
capacity of the nonprofit 

sector to decision makers and 
the public, thereby advancing a 

unique portal of information 
exchange, analysis and 

synthesis.

our 
unique 
value
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Toronto is home to Canada’s largest and most diverse concentration of nonprofits, grassroots groups and collectives. Together, they play a critical role in ensuring 
the physical, mental, and financial wellbeing of Torontonians. From homelessness and housing to arts and culture to education and employment, they offer essential 
programs and community-building services to all.

Nonprofit 
labour

105, 000

>1/2 54%

1.7+ Billion
full-time workers and more than 
100,000 part-time workers1 are 
employed by the nonprofit sector 
in Toronto

of nonprofits actively 
engaging volunteers have a 
budget of less than $75,0003

of all volunteer roles are 
now completed remotely3

volunteer hours are 
given to Toronto 
nonprofits every year1

2022 needs Update

80%

31%40%

75%

73%

~400

of organizations forecast not 
being able to sustain their 
operations for over a year4

nonprofit organizations want 
to address spatial justice and 
access as a key issue5

of organizations report that they’ve 
had trouble bringing volunteers 
back after the pandemic4

of nonprofits have 
experienced increased 
demand for their services4

report burnout and stress as 
the factor most affecting their 
ability to recruit/retain staff4

of organizations reported 
increased costs between 
April 2021 and March 20224

>8%

7%

of Toronto’s GDP1 is contributed  by 
nonprofits

of total revenue for nonprofits comes 
from local government investments - 
93% comes from other sources1

nonprofits, grassroots groups and 
collectives in Toronto1

State of the Sector

A nonprofit is a club, society, collective or 
association that is organized and operated for 
social welfare, civic improvement, pleasure or 
recreation, or any other purpose, except profit.2

Toronto’s Nonprofit Sector: A Snapshot

1 City of Toronto: https://www.toronto.ca/not-for-profits/ 
2 City of Toronto: For Public Benefit Report, 2018: https://www.toronto. ca/wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/8c1c-SDFA_ForPublicBenefit_WEB_Jan31.pdf

3 Volunteer Toronto, 2022
4 Ontario Nonprofit Network: 2022 State of the Sector Survey (2022)
5 Toronto Nonprofit Network: Priorities Survey (2020)

Notes
Created in 2022 by the  
Toronto  Nonprofit Network

14k
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42,000+
impressions during our 2021 and 

2022 Toronto Nonprofit Recognition 
Day and Nonprofit Sector 

Appreciation Week campaigns

OUR REACH

 � City of Toronto – For Public Benefit Committee
 � Ontario Nonprofit Network
 � Social Purpose Real Estate Reference Group
 � Province of Ontario

Strategic Stakeholders

Thank you to the committees, networks, and groups 
who continue to uplift the Toronto Nonprofit Network’s 
priorities by sharing insights, connections, and resources.

420
nonprofits, collectives, 

and groups in our 
network

1,500+
social media 

followers

4,234
views of Mayor John Tory’s 

video message in honour of Toronto 
Nonprofit Recognition Day 2021 – 

click on the button below 
to watch!
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https://twitter.com/JohnTory/status/1445400641589895170
https://twitter.com/JohnTory/status/1445400641589895170


Network 
convening

research and
Advocacy

recognition for
our Sector

We are a network for Toronto’s nonprofit sector, building spaces to bring together 
diverse organizations from across disciplines to address systematic issues and to co-
create solutions.  Our Steering Committee meets on a monthly basis to share trends, 
insights, resources and connections with one another and to advance the collective 
priorities of the membership, such as our work on spatial justice research and advocacy.  

As one of our first projects as a network, TNN conducted a Priorities Survey 
(February to April 2020) with nonprofit organizations, exploring alignment with key 
issues and trends identified by the Steering Committee. The response to this survey 
ratified spatial justice and community space as a foundational issue. Space—access to 
it, and its affordability, development, maintenance and retention—is an area that affects 
nonprofits across multiple sectors in the city. Our work on spatial justice has continued 
through into 2022 with the completion of a research report and two-pager outlining 
the network’s position statement.  

Twice a year, during Nonprofit Sector Appreciation Week and Toronto Nonprofit 
Recognition Day, TNN facilitates awareness and advocacy campaigns in recognition 
of the role of nonprofits in our city. We engage City of Toronto Councilors, foundations, 
and the sector as a whole during these relevancy periods to ask for more than just 
a thank you, but an acknowledgement and investment in the nonprofits serving our 
communities. Through these campaigns, we have also facilitated the delivery of micro-
grants to grassroots groups, bolstering their ability to communicate impact.  

key projects
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Spatial Justice Project Summary

Toronto’s nonprofit sector has long been confronted with unique challenges related to access, development, and retention of spaces 
for community use. Prior to the pandemic, TNN identified access to space as a “founding and forever” issue, with almost 400 nonprofit 
organizations, representing a wide range of sectors, having indicated an interest in working on space-related issues together.   

The complexities and challenges around access, development and relationships with space and land have been magnified by the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on urban communities. Most affected were Indigenous-led and Black-led organizations, as well as 
arts, social, recreational, and health organizations, who experienced a wide range of inequities even before the pandemic.  

Several members of TNN’s Steering Committee have formed the TNN Spatial Justice Constellation to document and generate 
evidence-based strategies that consolidate, recommend and guide action. As a network primarily made up of non-Indigenous 
organizations and allies, TNN seeks the input of Indigenous-led nonprofit organizations to ensure that we are engaging in this work in a 
beneficial, respectful, open and inclusive way. We also intend to more broadly engage fellow nonprofits, as well as foundations, private 
sector actors, and government agencies. 

Key goals of the work include: 

� Advocating for affordable ownership, as well as secure and 
affordable rental, across the sector

� Expanding community access to public and nonprofit-owned 
spaces 

� Leveraging and building social purpose real estate and 
community wealth

� Better documenting and articulating the complex relationships 
that govern access to space

� Promoting healthier relationships with the land and each other, 
with a particular focus on reconciliation between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous people

Image credit: Wampam Belt by Reconciliation Education



The City of Toronto’s For 
Public Benefit Report establishes 
space for nonprofits as a priority. 

Read the report.

Spatial Justice Project Timeline

Based on its 
Priorities Survey, TNN 

determines space to be a 
founding and forever issue.  

Management of the SPRE 
Working Group is 

transferred to UofT 
School of Cities.

2018

2022

2019

2021

2020

United Way GTA identifies 
space as a priority and 

provides support to the Social 
Purpose Real Estate (SPRE) 

Working Group.

TNN contracts CP 
Planning to advance the 

Constellation’s work. 
 

CP Planning completes an internal 
research report. TNN releases 

a two-page position 
statement regarding 

spatial justice.

TNN forms a Spatial Justice 
Constellation
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Spatial Justice for nonprofits: 
This is what inequality looks like

read our position statement

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/8c1c-SDFA_ForPublicBenefit_WEB_Jan31.pdf
https://www.torontononprofits.org/survey
https://www.schoolofcities.utoronto.ca/events/social-purpose-real-estate-training-modules
https://www.schoolofcities.utoronto.ca/events/social-purpose-real-estate-training-modules
https://www.torontononprofits.org/spatial_justice


CONTACT us 
 

torontononprofits.org
torontononprofitnetwork@gmail.com

Follow us

https://www.torontononprofits.org/
mailto:torontononprofitnetwork%40gmail.com?subject=
https://twitter.com/TOnonprofits
https://www.linkedin.com/company/40670616/admin/
https://www.facebook.com/TOnonprofits

