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Ontario 2023 Budget: SPACE Coalition Pre-Budget Submission 
Activating Community Use of Schools 

 
Introduction 
Community use of schools is a cornerstone of healthy and vibrant neighbourhoods, 
and an important element to supporting Ontarians’ prosperous recovery from the 
effects of the last three years. Our recommendations for the 2023 budget focus on 
activating school facilities outside of the regular school day, making them a place for 
growth and well-being for the entire community. 
 
Recommendations 
The SPACE Coalition urges the Government of Ontario to immediately invest an 
additional $19.44 million to capitalize on the existing investment in community use 
of schools and related programs. These new funds will be comprised of:  

● $3 million to the core Community Use of Schools (CUS) program (i.e., 10% 
increase to the 2022/23 approved allocation). 

● $7.04 million to support school board-led community outreach.  
● $8.25 million to support free/low-cost permits in high needs neighbourhoods. 
● $1.15 million to Focus on Youth program (i.e., restore the 2018/19 funding level 

plus a 10% inflationary increase). 
 
The 2023 budget must address the significant burden of the pandemic on 
communities and local organizations, starting with community use of school spaces. 
The investments outlined here are an important step in restoring community-level 
programming and ensuring Ontarians thrive in the years to come. 
 
Rationale 
The SPACE Coalition notes that utilizing school space for community purposes has 
both financial and social dividends. In general, community use of schools promotes:  

● Improved student performance, 
● Lifelong learning, 
● Good value for taxpayers, 
● Physical activity and healthy lifestyles, 
● Safer neighbourhoods and crime-prevention, and 
● Newcomer settlement integration.  

 
To add to the benefits for the community, school buildings are public spaces that are 
important to create a progressive community. However, additional resources are 
needed to reduce financial and other barriers that prevent community use. With 
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more support, including board-led outreach to increase awareness about the CUS 
program, essential programming for children, youth, seniors, newcomers, and the 
entire community can take place in our schools, the hearts of our neighbourhoods. 
 
In particular, we are asking that the Government of Ontario prioritize access to free 
and low-cost school permits in under-resourced neighbourhoods. This targeted 
funding is necessary to help level the playing field for families in disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods with high poverty rates and fewer opportunities. Free community 
access to schools will help to restore social connections, community involvement, 
civic engagement, and the mental and physical well-being of residents. 
 
We further recommend that you expand the successful Focus on Youth Program. 
The Focus on Youth Program helps to minimize summer learning loss for children. 
The program also provides vulnerable or historically underserved youth with 
rewarding work and transferable skills, while building their social capital through 
employment references and mentorship.  
 
Both of the above priorities utilize the expertise and infrastructure of nonprofits, 
often ones based in the school community where they have developed high levels of 
trust. 
 
Schools are important public assets — built with taxpayers’ money — and Ontarians 
should enjoy these facilities outside of the regular school hours and beyond the 
mandate of educational instruction. When schools are affordable, accessible and 
welcoming, it is an investment in the future of Ontario. These community programs 
— like Girl Guides, arts, community sports, and more — enable labour force 
development, productivity, and social inclusiveness. What gets accomplished in 
these spaces creates tremendous value. 
 
About the SPACE Coalition 
The SPACE Coalition (Saving Public Access to Community space Everywhere) is an 
umbrella group of organizations including a range of province-wide groups, local 
organizations, social services, child welfare, sports organizations, and planning 
bodies such as Social Planning Toronto. 
 
For additional information: 
Please see: 
Moving Forward: Maximizing Community Use of School Space (Briefing Note) 
 
Please contact: 
Susan Fletcher, Co-Chair, SPACE Coalition 
SpaceCoalitionON@gmail.com  


