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A Fantastic Time for Meeting, Greeting, and Eating
– The SPCA Annual New Year’s Potluck Dinner!  

by Rosalyn L Coates, Potluck Committee Chair 

SPCA Welcomes the Season for Giving  
by Mark Pattison

Next Community 
Meeting
Tuesday, 
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Thanks to all who contributed to 
SPCA’s first kids’ winter coats, 

hats, and gloves drive, which was a hugh 
success!  According to Hope and a Home, 
most of the kids were outfitted for the 
winter. Thanks also to Rex Cleaners for 
being a dropoff point. On the heels of 
this drive, we’ve launched a holiday gift 
drive. Here’s how it works. Email me at 
pattison_mark@hotmail.com and tell 
me the age and sex of a child you’d like 
to get gifts for. I’ll reply with the name 
and age of that child, and gifts that would 
be good for him/her.  You buy and wrap 
the presents, and put the child’s name on 
each gift. Drop off your gifts at Morris 
Miller, 7804 Georgia Avenue, NW, and 

The SPCA  community of neighbors 
and friends will celebrate our 

cultural diversity and culinary talents 
at the Annual New Year’s Potluck on 
January 31, 2016 from 5-7 pm.  The 
event will be held at the Northminster 
Presbyterian Church, Kalmia Road and 
Alaska Avenue, NW.  We are grateful 
to the leadership and members of this 
congregation for graciously opening 
its doors to the SPCA and providing 
wonderful support so that this premier 
event can continue to be a success.  
Neighbors new and old take advantage 
of the opportunity to catch up and 
make new acquaintances.

We are rotating the groupings 
for food contributions so that our 

neighbors can share different aspects 
of their culinary talents. Accordingly, 
families with last names that begin with:
A-H Bring Desserts
I-R   Bring Main Dishes 
S-Z  BringSideDishes/Vegetables/Salad

The SPCA will supply beverages. 
As in past years, we will have a 

the Hope and a Home organization will 
pick them up.  The deadline for asking for 
a name is Sunday, Dec. 13. The deadline 
for dropping off gifts is Monday, Dec. 21.

We’ll be festive at our community 
meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 8, 7 pm at 
Shepherd Elementary. We will have 
the rescheduled school tour with new 
principal Jade Brawley, and we will 
introduce proposed amendments to the 
SPCA bylaws. Visit www.shepherdpark.
org to read the current and proposed 
bylaws and to submit comments, which 
are due by January 9. SPCA members will 
vote on the amendments at the February 
community meeting.

The Shepherd Park Citizens 

Association has ordered a fresh batch 
of SPCA shirts, which show off our 
neighborhood pride. We’ve stocked 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, and – for the first 
time – polo shirts.  All shirts are available 
in S, M, L, and XL, and in four colors: deep 
forest green, navy, charcoal, and maroon. 
Prices are well within reach, too: $28 
each for polo shirts and sweatshirts; and 
$16 each for tees. They’ll be available at 
the Dec. 8 community meeting (perfect 
for holiday gift giving!) and at our annual 
New Year/New Neighbor Potluck to 
be held Sunday, Jan. 31, 5-7 pm. You 
can also order them online at www.
shepherdpark.org. Follow the prompts 
to order and pay.

Continued on pg 5
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from you!
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Tax Time:  Shepherd Park 
Neighbors Provide Assistance

by Liz McNichol and Margie Odle

Every year in libraries, churches, and 
other locations throughout the area, 

hundreds of local volunteers, including 
the two of us from Shepherd Park, help 
taxpayers in predominantly low-income 
households prepare their taxes for free. 
Liz works with Community Tax Aid, and 
Margie works with AARP Foundation’s 
(Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) Tax 
Aide Program to provide professional 
tax filing assistance.

Volunteers help clients complete 
their returns, review them for accuracy, 
and submit them electronically. They 
also help clients claim all the tax 
credits they’ve earned and realize other 
benefits to which they are entitled 
(such as credit for education expenses 
or teacher expenses). Minimizing their 
taxes helps clients meet day-to-day 
needs and care for their families.

The rewards are many.  Volunteer tax 
preparation is not just about crunching 
numbers. The IRS software does that. 
Volunteers also get to meet and hear 
the stories of a host of DC residents. 
One of Liz’s favorite parts is being 

greeted by regulars who come to the 
basement of the Martin Luther King 
Public Library to have their taxes 
prepared each year.

For more information about 
services and/or volunteering, visit the 
Community Tax Aid website (www.
communitytaxaiddc.org) or AARP 
Foundation’s Tax-Aide website (www.
aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp_taxaide). 
Training and the required certification 
testing will start in December. Tax 
preparation starts early next year. 
Why not join us this year?

The Shepherd Park News is published 
four times per year: October/
November; December/January; 

March/April; and May/June.



 DECEMBER 2015/JANUARY 2016                                 SHEPHERD PARK NEWS                                        PAGE  3 



 







Neighborhood and Municipal Issues Discussed 
at October Community Meeting

by June Confer

The SPCA community meeting on 
October 20 had a full agenda. Mark 

Pattison, SPCA President and former 
active Shepherd ES parent, summarized 
the completed renovations and 
proposed work for this school year. (Jade 
Brawley, the new school principal, was 
unable to attend due to the death of her 
mother. SPCA sent condolences.) June 
Confer, SPCA board member and also 
President of Friends of the Library, gave 
highlights of the proposed “refreshing” 
and repairs at the Juanita E. Thornton/
Shepherd Park Library (see article on 
p. 5).  Representatives from the Jewish 
Primary Day School, 6045 16th Street, 
NW, which serves almost 50 Shepherd 
Park children, shared expansion plans 
and asked for SPCA support. 

Stephen Whatley, chairperson of 
ANC4A, shared updates of Walter Reed, 
new senior citizen parking across from 
the Georgia Avenue Walmart, ANC and 
Councilmember Todd’s recent actions 
to address the 16th Street Circle 

traffic problems, and the proposed alley 
closing off Eastern Avenue as part of 
the planned Harris Teeter development. 
Mark Pattison announced the SPCA 
winter coats, hats, and gloves drive 
and the Halloween home decorating 
contest and parade. 

For the final presentation, Pepco Vice 
President Marc Battle and Mark Tidwell, 
President of Chesapeake Climate Action 
Network, participated in a mini-debate 
on the proposed merger of Exelon and 
Pepco, rejected by the Public Service 
Commission and later renegotiated by 
Mayor Muriel Bowser’s representative. 
Mr. Battle highlighted various positives 
to the amended agreement: delayed 
rate increases until 2019; reliability 
factors that would meet and/or exceed 
government standards; Exelon support 
for solar power and other sustainability 

Fall Plant-in
Plans for a Blooming 

Spring 
by Cynthia Prather

On October 17, neighbors removed what was left 
of the geranium plants and sweet potato vines, 

and planted 100 daffodil bulbs.. Thanks to planters 
Gay Gellhorn and Sam Prather, as well as to LeCardo 
Garvey, Trish Gallorini, and youth planters Jorge and 
Damian Escobar, for their help. Thanks also to Ledo 
Pizza and Pasta for donating the staging space. 

If you have flower ideas, want to volunteer for the 
spring planting, or would like to adopt a pot, contact 
Cynthia Prather,scsprather@aol.com or any member 
of the SPCA board. Watch for the blooms come spring!

efforts; and acceptance of Pepco/Exelon 
plans by nearby Virginia and Maryland. Mr. 
Tidwell’s presentation focused on Exelon 
as a major nuclear power company and 
its moves to acquire profitable utilities to 
help its bottom line and build its nuclear 
infrastructure.  He also talked about 
Pepco’s willingness to negotiate only 
after PSC rejected its original proposal, 
the potential for lost jobs, a threat that a 
failed agreement would result in millions 
lost from Pepco’s charitable giving, and 
the extensive campaign to market/
promote the merger. Tidwell noted that 
DC is already building a 5-megawatt solar 
facility. Rebuttals, questions, and answers 
followed. Literature was distributed. 

Attendees enjoyed Ledo’s pizza, 
which was provided for the meeting 
(thanks, Ledo’s!).
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Halloween Parade Brings 
Neighbors Together 

by Mark Pattison, Photos by Beth Allaben

The 12th annual Halloween Parade 
was a big success! It’s hard to 

know turnout, but 200 trick-or-
treat lists, 200 glowstick necklaces, 
and 750+ pieces of candy were 
distributed! Costumes and laughter 
abounded. Superman was the grand 
marshal!  
 Thanks to the many neighbors 
who made this year’s parade such 
a special one: the Chatain and 
Toye families for judging the house 
and pumpkin decorating contest; 
neighbors Benidia Rice and Herb 
Scott for their donations toward the 
candy purchases; Board members 
Yvette Pearson, Rosemary Reed Miller, 
Ed Atkins, and Eddie Cordone and 
Jasmine Benab from Mayor Bowser’s 
office for handing out glow sticks 
and treats; the cadre of early-arriving 
parents who helped the above-named 

folks put the necklaces together; 
Mayor Bowser and Councilmember 
Todd who joined in the festivities; and 
the 100+ neighbors who signed up for 
this year’s trick or treat list!   
     Also, congratulations to the following 
contest winners:  Best House and Best 
Pumpkins - Tori and Damon Robinson; 
Funkiest House - Willie Wood; and 
Funkiest Pumpkins - Liz McNichol.
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kosher table, which will be coordinated by Sarah Gershman.  
She can be reached at sarah.gershman@gmail.com.

In addition to the delectable edibles on the menu, the 
event will feature door prizes. We also are looking for two 
teenagers to assist by providing babysitting services for 
the dinner attendees. We also need toys for the play area.  
For further information and if you have a teen interested 
in babysitting and/or toys (Legos, coloring materials, etc.), 
contact Rosalyn Coates at rwil730@aol.com. 
  The SPCA 2016 Potluck Committee (Rosalyn Coates, 
Bonnie Randolph, Doris Spruell and Dan McDade) and the 
SPCA Board wish all of our neighbors a wonderful holiday 
season.  We look forward to welcoming the New Year with 
you at the 12th Annual SPCA Potluck Dinner.

Potluck; from pg 1

Shepherd Park Library Closes for Renovations
by June Confer

On November 6, the Juanita E. Thornton/Shepherd Park 
Library closed for a four-month renovation. With the 

exception of the weekly “Let’s Read” Book Club sessions at 
Shepherd Elementary led by the children’s librarian, all library 
services will be suspended during the renovation. Community 
members can use the Takoma Branch at 4th & Cedar 
Streets, NW or the new downtown Silver Spring Library 
at Wayne Avenue and Fenton Street during those months. 
The “refreshing” and repairs, slated to cost $1.1 million, will 
provide needed changes inside and out.  Exterior repairs 
include a roof replacement/repair, corrections to an outside 
drainage problem, and a relocated exterior book drop. On 
the inside, improvements are slated for every level.  The teen 
area will be moved down from the mezzanine, which will be 
repurposed for study rooms and conference space. The first 
floor reading area will be reconfigured to provide reading 
areas for children, teens, and adults, Equipment and power 
outlets will be provided, and the areas for copying, book 
search, and checkout areas will be updated. A counter, with 
power for the computer catalog, Express PCs, and Overdrive, 
will replace the windowed wall between the public space and 
the foyer. The foyer will have conference rooms and areas for 
community/library notices and stroller parking. (The SPCA 
Used Book Room will be closed, but storage space will be 

provided.) On the second floor, additional storage will be 
added, the conference room divider will be removed, and 
the staff lounge will get a makeover. New paint, flooring, and 
furniture throughout will give a brighter, more userfriendly 
look. For more details, visit www.dclibrary/shepherd.gov. At 
the spring reopening, the Juanita E.  Thornton portrait and 
photographs will be returned and recognition will be given to 
the children and staff at Shepherd ES who spearheaded the 
“Books, Not Burgers” campaign, the movement that helped 
bring a new library instead of another fast food location to 
Shepherd Park.
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Visit www.shepherdpark.org for a list 

of all of our business and community 

members. We encourage our neighbors 

to check out their goods and services.

Business 
Beat

Renewing Platinum Member
Terra Nova Enterprises Inc.
7826 Eastern Ave NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20012
Phone: (202) 829-6363
Fax: (202) 829-4033
Email: Terranova7826@yahoo.com

















DC Diaper Bank Site 
in Shepherd Park

DC Diaper Bank works to strengthen families by 
providing a reliable and adequate supply of free diapers 

to families in need living in the Washington, DC metropolitan 
area. Shepherd Park neighbor Eleanor Lewis is a Diaper Bank 
Ambassador, serving as a drop off point for people to donate 
the diapers that their that their children have outgrown (or 
you can pick up an extra pack at the store to donate!). DC 
Diaper Bank accepts new, clean, disposable diapers of any 
size.
 You can drop off diapers in Shepherd Park at 7815 12th 
Street, NW. Leave them in the collection box on the side 
porch labeled “DC Diaper Bank.” Include a note with your 
contact information so they can let you know how much 
your donation is appreciated. For other drop-off sites and 
more information, go to DCdiaperbank.org.

by Beth Allaben
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Community Calendar, December 2015-January 2016
Shepherd Park Library 
Programs
During the renovation, the following 
programs will be continued at other 
locations.

Job Seekers Drop-In Clinic
Help is offered at all DC Public Libraries

Baby and Toddler Story Time
Story hours are offered at Takoma Library

Let’s Read
Moved to Shepherd Elementary School on 
Tuesday afternoons as aftercare offering

History/Biography Book Club
Moved to Ledo Pizza Saturdays at 3:30 pm
on Dec 19 (A History of the World in 6 
Glasses) and Jan 16 & Feb 20 (Malcolm X:  A 
Life of Reinvention)

Shepherd Park Book Club
Moved to Takoma Park Library 
Wed Dec 2, 1 pm  (Madame Bovary)

December
Tues, Dec 1, 7 pm
ANC 4A Mtg
Location TBD

Wed,  Dec 16, 7 pm 
Concerned Neighbors, 
Inc. Comm. Ass’n 
Meeting 
Ledo Pizza & Pasta
7435 Georgia Ave NW

Thurs, Dec 17, 7 pm
4D Citizens Advisory 
Council Mtg 
4D Headquarters
6001 Georgia Ave NW

Sun, Dec 27, 11 am
Encountering the 
Unexpected – A 
Drumming Story, featuring 
percussionist Tom Teasley, 
Wash. Ethical Soc’y

Thurs., Dec. 31, 10 pm
Watch Night – New Year’s 
Eve worship service, 
St. Mary’s Baptist Church

January
Tues, Jan 5, 7 pm
ANC 4A Mtg
Location TBD

 
  
  




Sat, Dec 5, 3pm
Family & Friends Talent 
Show! 
Show us your talent - There 
will be singers, dancers, poetry 
readers, skit performers, comedy 
routines, and more! 
St. Mary’s Baptist Church

Tues,  Dec 8, 7 pm
SPCA Community Meeting 
Shepherd Elementary School  

Wed,  Dec 9, 7 pm
PSA 401 Meeting
4D Headquarters
6001 Georgia Ave NW

Sat, Dec 12, Doors open at 6 pm, 
show at 6:30 pm
Winter Festival, a humanist 
celebration in story and song, 
Wash. Ethical Soc’y 

Sun,  Dec 13, 10:30 am
Louis Allen McCombs 
Memorial Scholarship 
Annual Day, Guest Preacher: 
Elder Leon E. Hatchett, Clinton, 
Md.  St. Mary’s Baptist Church

1640 Kalmia Road NW 
Washington, DC 20012 
202.577.2000 | lowellschool.org

Looking ahead to the 2016–17 school year? Join us for 
a tour to learn more about our programs for children 
ages 2 1/2 through 8th grade. Tours run October–January. 

An inclusive community of life-long learners 
in which each individual is valued and respected

Learn More!

Wed, Jan, 13, 7 pm
PSA 401 Meeting
4D Headquarters
6001 Georgia Ave NW

Sun,  Jan 17, 11 am
Poetry and Music of 
Witness and Provocation, 
Special presentation from poets 
Bernadine Watson and Beth 
Palubinsky, Wash. Ethical Soc’y

Wed,  Jan 20, 7 pm 
Concerned Neighbors, 
Inc. Comm. Ass’n 
Meeting 
Ledo Pizza & Pasta
7435 Georgia Ave NW

Thurs,  Jan 21, 7 pm
4D Citizens Advisory 
Council Mtg 
4D Headquarters 
6001 Georgia Ave NW

Sun, Jan 31, 5-7 pm
SPCA Annual New 
Year’s Potluck
Northminster 
Presbyterian Church

Early Readers 
Needed

Early Readers, the before-school reading support program 
that serves levels K-2 at Shepherd Elementary School, is 
looking for substitute readers. If you are interested, contact 
Shelley Brazier, beaugeste@rcn.com. The program also can 
use new or gently used primary level books. To donate, 
contact Cynthia Prather, scsprather@aol.com.
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SPCA Upcoming 
Events
Community Meeting
Tues, Dec 8, 7 pm
Shepherd Elementary 
School

New Year’s Potluck
Sun, Jan 31, 5-7 pm
Northminster 
Presbyterian Church
(note corrected time)

Community Meeting
Tues, Feb 9, 7 pm
Shepherd Elementary

Community Meeting
Tues, May 10, 7 pm
Shepherd Elementary

Spring Plant-in
Sat, May 14, 8:30-10:30 am
Ledo Pizza & Pasta

Garden Tour
Sun, May 22, 2 pm

Yard Sale
Sat & Sun, June 4 & 5
9 am-3 pm

Picnic
Sun, Jun 12, 2-5 pm
Place to be 
determined


