
 

 

   Considering SELLING/BUYING Real Estate? Call Leon Williams,  
Your Shepherd Park Neighbor and Long & Foster Realtor (202) 437-6828   

(301) 654-3535 
 

Shepherd Park News 
    A quarterly newsletter for residents of Shepherd Park, Colonial Village and North Portal Estates  
 

Newsletter of the           Shepherd Park Citizens’ Association       Winter 2004 
 

Calendar 
FEBRUARY 

3—ANC 4A meeting, 7:15 p.m., 
Ft. Stevens Rec Center  
7—Free health screening, 
11 a.m.–2 p.m., National 
Museum of Health & Medicine 
at Walter Reed, call 782-2200  
7—Neighbor’s Inc. Valentine’s 
Dance, 9 p.m.-1 a.m., Tifereth 
Israel, call Rosemary Reed at 
234-1212 (days) 
 14—PSA 401 meeting, 11 
a.m., Sh. Pk. Library  
18—Mayor’s Ward 4 Summit, 
7 p.m., Nativity School,  
6008 Georgia Ave., NW 
19—MPD 4th District Citizens 
Advisory Council, 7 p.m.,  
4th District Police Station 
*25—SPCA Community 
Meeting on parking/traffic, 
7 p.m., Shepherd ES  

MARCH 
3—Community meeting on 
crime, 7 p.m., Sh. Pk. Library 
6—Free health screening, 
11 a.m.–2 p.m., National 
Museum of Health & Medicine 
at Walter Reed, call 782-2200  
2—ANC 4A meeting, 7:15 p.m., 
Ft. Stevens Rec Center  
13—PSA 401 meeting, 11 a.m., 
Sh. Pk. Library  
18—MPD 4th District Citizens 
Advisory Council, 7 p.m.,  
4th District Police Station 
 

At the Juanita E. Thornton/ 
Shepherd Park Library 
January 31—Friends of the 
Library meeting/election of 
new board; 9-10:30 a.m. 
Story Time, every Tuesday, 
10 a.m. (ages 3-5) 
Tales for 2s, every T, 11 a.m.  
Preschool Films, every 
Thursday, 10:30 a.m. (ages 2-7) 
 

Watch for the next issue of the 
Shepherd Park News in late 
April.  
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Dear Neighbors: 
 

At the start of a new year we often find ourselves making resolutions or promises to improve 
aspects of our lives that we’d like to change. Some people start the year by developing goals and 
objectives, while others put together a To-Do List. It does not matter which approach you use to 
plan for 2004, we encourage you to add, “Join the Shepherd Park Citizens’ Association 
(SPCA) and get more involved in my community” to the list. Why? Because you and the 
community will benefit from the experience. And quite frankly, SPCA needs you.  
 
You can start by becoming a member of SPCA Board and help shape the direction of SPCA. 
The term is one year and begins on July 1st. Elections will be held at the SPCA Annual Meeting 
on May 19. If serving on the Board does not interest you, consider volunteering for the 
nominating or audit committee. Both committees are essential to the operations of SPCA. The 
nominating committee facilitates SPCA’s elections process and the audit committee reviews 
SPCA’s bookkeeping and accounting practices. If you are interested in serving on the Board or 
one of the committees, please contact Vivian Tucker at 291-1179 by February 29. 
 
One of SPCA’s goals is to create a website and we urgently need someone to serve as the 
Webmaster! We believe that a website will improve neighborhood communications as well as 
showcase our great community beyond its boundaries. If you are interested, contact Beth 
Allaben at beth.dc@verizon.net. 
 
This issue of the Shepherd Park News includes a list of “Useful Information” concerning city 
service providers and other community resources. We hope you will keep the list for easy 
reference. In keeping with SPCA’s support of community businesses, we are featuring Jimmy’s 
Deli in this issue of the News. We have scheduled an informal brunch at Jimmy’s for Saturday, 
January 31, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Please join us and bring your kids, neighbors, or friends.  
 
SPCA’s next community meeting, on Wednesday, 
February 25 at Shepherd Elementary School, will provide 
an update on the police/community crime reduction 
strategy.  We’ll also discuss the impact of Silver Spring 
development on neighborhood traffic and parking; Georgia 
Avenue economic development; Eastern Avenue 
self-storage facility proposed expansion; single container 
alcohol sales; and SPCA spring community events. This 
will also be a chance to get your Shepherd Park sweatshirt – 
Councilmember Adrian Fenty already has his. See page 2 for 
details.  

Please Join SPCA and get more involved. You and the 
neighborhood will benefit from the experience. 
         — SPCA Board of Directors 
 

It’s time to pay your 2004 SPCA dues!   
Whether you’re already a member or are joining for the first time, it’s time to pay your 2004 
dues. Dues are $20 per household for the calendar year and help defray the cost of this 
newsletter and other activities. Fill out the form at the back of the newsletter. We know you 
care about our community, so please become a member TODAY!   

SPCA President Joan Hoyte, 
Councilmember Adrian Fenty and SPCA 
Past President Ralph Blessing show off the 
new Shepherd Park sweatshirts. 
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  Happy 2004 from Ward 4 Councilmember Adrian Fenty 
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By Gwynne Guzzeau 

The SPCA community meeting on Wednesday, 
February 25 at 7:00pm will focus on the changing traffic and 
parking patterns in our neighborhood due to the increased 
development – business and residential – in Silver Spring. At our 
November meeting, residents expressed concerns over the 
increased traffic using neighborhood streets to travel between 
16th Street and Silver Spring. Others noted that the residential 
housing boom in Eastern Ave/East-West Highway/Georgia Ave 
triangle will place increased pressure on nearby Shepherd Park 
streets, particularly at night and on weekends when DC does not 
ticket parking violators.  
 DC’s Department of Transportation representative for this 
area will attend the meeting. We have also invited and other DC 
and Montgomery County government officials. We encourage 
your presence and participation! 
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May 19 – SPCA Annual Meeting/Election 

     June 5 & 6 – 8th Annual Yard Sale  
     June 27 – Shepherd Park Community Picnic 
�
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By Vivian Tucker 

Thanks to this persistent chant by Shepherd Park residents 
at a recent community crime meeting, Officer Ken Sodimu will 
stay in PSA 401– for at least another year, despite previous 
MPD plans to transfer him to another PSA as a result of the 
recent MPD open season. Sodimu says he was shocked and very 
appreciative of the community’s support, especially because it 
occurred in the presence of his bosses, MPD Chief Ramsey and 
4th District Commander Burton, and many of his colleagues. 

In 2001, after losing 265 pounds and getting in great 
physical shape, Sodimu came to PSA 401 and was assigned to a 
bike patrol on Georgia Avenue. He quickly became a 
much-needed MPD contact for the Shepherd Park Orange Hat 
Patrol. Since then, he has worked the plain-clothes detail and he 
currently meets with the Montgomery County Police each week 
to exchange helpful information in resolving inter-jurisdictional 
crime issues. Although he has a 9-month old son and a 3-year 
old daughter, Officer Sodimu uses his personal time to send out 
crime prevention and safety tips to the community and to answer 
our emails inquiries. He and his daughter are regulars at PSA 
401 monthly meetings. He says he enjoys working in this 
community because it is “one of quieter PSA’s and the residents 
are intelligent.” We need to know his weight loss secret! 

 

For more news, join the Shepherd Park email group by 
sending a blank email to  
shepherdpark-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or contact  
Beth Allaben at beth.dc@verizon.net. 
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By Beth Allaben (with thanks to Barbara Goodman for her summary of the 
initial meeting) 

The murder on Juniper and 9th Streets on November 23 was 
the tipping point. On the Shepherd Park listserv and in 
discussions throughout the community one thing was clear, that 
community members wanted a plan to address the crime issues 
along Georgia Avenue and in the neighboring areas. Community 
leaders set a meeting for December 4 at Shepherd Elementary 
School. Councilmember Adrian Fenty assembled City 
Administrator Robert Bobb, MPD Chief Ramsey, 4th District 
Commander Hilton Burton, and other city officials to attend.  

A frequent request at the meeting was that police officers 
get out of their cars and walk about the neighborhoods. Other 
concerns were that our area doesn’t have enough officers, that 
during “Open Season” we may lose some of our fine officers, 
and that there isn’t enough cooperation at the border with 
Maryland. In response, Chief Ramsey committed to developing 
a plan to reduce crime in our area.  

Four days later, Ramsey released a four-month plan for 
“Operation Shutdown,” which includes strategies for ending the 
open-air drug activity on upper Georgia Avenue, reducing other 
neighborhood crime, and benchmarks to measure the plan’s 
effectiveness.  

At a follow-up community meeting at the Shepherd Park 
Library on January 6, Chief Ramsey discussed the plan’s 
implementation. Administrator Bobb reiterated his vision that 
every city agency has responsibility for crime and public safety. 
Chief Ramsey acknowledged that in addition to Operation 
Shutdown, strategies must be implemented to sustain and build 
on those gains. Ramsey invited the community to participate in 
the effort by attending the monthly PSA 401 meetings (11 a.m. 
on the 2nd Saturday of every month at the Shepherd Park 
Library). In addition, there will be another community meeting 
on March 3, 7 p.m. at the Shepherd Park Library to further 
the dialogue and to review the progress.  
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The new Shepherd Park sweatshirts are here! 

 
The gray sweatshirts are $25 each, or 2 for $45 if you’re a SPCA 
member. Available in adult sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL, and XXL. 
Call Vivian Tucker at 291-1179 to get your sweatshirt now!   

Treat yourself to a sweatshirt or buy one for someone who 
used to live in Shepherd Park – your parents, friends, college 
kids – or someone you know who would like to live here. And 
watch for Shepherd Park t-shirts in the spring.  

front back 
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Happy New Year SPCA from                      Deli. 7828 Georgia Avenue, (202) 726-8000 
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By a Jonquil Street correspondent 

A visit to this fascinating 
Shepherd Park neighbor will make 
you feel safer once you learn that 
part of its building was built to 
shelter President Eisenhower in case 
of nuclear attack. It will make you 
healthier after you participate in its 
free health fairs on the first 
Saturday of each month.  

A wealth of information lies within the walls of this 
museum, from the world’s largest collection of microscopes to 
Paul Revere’s dental tools to humanitarian MREs dropped into 
Afghanistan – something for everyone. Don’t miss the gift store 
with its postcards of the world’s biggest hairball and fragments 
of Lincoln’s skull.  

The museum welcomes visitors and new volunteer docents. 
You only need a valid photo ID and children need nothing to 
enter the Walter Reed Campus either from 16th Street or Georgia 
Avenue. Admission and parking in front of the museum are free. 
Open daily from 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., except Christmas. For more 
information call 782-2000 (general info), 782-2456 (volunteer 
info), 782-2200 (health screening), or visit the museum’s 
website at www.nmhm.washingtondc.museum. 
�
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By Dolores Bondurant 

Born in Holland, strong 
advocates of diversity, and 
residents of Shepherd Park 
since 1961 . . . Paul and 
Marianne Meijer extol their 42 
years in the area and vow never 
to leave. The retired university 
professors (Paul/Catholic 
U/Physics and Marianne/U of Md/French Literature) raised and 
educated their four children in the community. Their son, Daniel 
(Maryland Co-chair of the Gateway Coalition), is proof of their 
positive influence. Dan avidly supports both Silver Spring and 
Shepherd Park, including SPCA. 

Marianne, a Holocaust survivor, continues to lecture to high 
school, university, and civic groups about her life as a Jewish 
teenager in occupied France. The DC Council and the Maryland 
General Assembly recognized Marianne for donating her 
reparations settlement (over $23,000) to the Southern Poverty 
Law Center’s Teaching Tolerance Program in Alabama in 2001. 

Paul is a longtime activist for the Metropolitan Branch Bike 
Trail Coalition whose dream is to complete a 35-mile bike loop 
around the District. He continues also to publish books and 
articles on physics and mathematics. Today, they spend their 
spare time reading, traveling and entertaining out-of-town guests 
in their Geranium Street home and their summer residence in 
Pennsylvania.  

�	
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Shepherd Elementary News. Shepherd continues its 

search for a permanent principal. You can help by passing on 
the word to anyone you may know who may be interested. For 
more information, contact Sheryl Black, PTA President at 
723-6861 or sheryblack@aol.com. Shepherd students, parents, 
and staff are also preparing to celebrate the school’s 
75th anniversary. The Shepherd Park News is searching for 
early alums still in the neighborhood to profile in the spring 
issue. Contact Beth Allaben at beth.dc@verizon.net / 882-2609. 

Friends of the Library Membership Meeting. The 
Friends of the Shepherd Park Library will hold their membership 
meeting and election at the library on Saturday, January 31, 
9-10:30 a.m. Bring your children and your neighbors for coffee 
and bagels and to look at the new library store. If you're not yet a 
member of the Friends, you can join at the meeting. 

Arts center now in downtown Silver Spring. Create 
Arts, a nonprofit arts center operated by Shepherd Park 
neighbor Tamar Hendel has just moved to 816 Thayer Street. 
In its 17th year, Create Arts offers classes for children and adults 
and is looking for board members and other volunteers. Contact 
Tamar at 301-652-2787 or createarts@verizon.net. 

Montgomery College opens Georgia Avenue 
branch. Saturday, January 31, will mark the grand opening of 
the Montgomery College Health Sciences Center Building on 
Georgia Avenue in Silver Spring. The building includes a small 
business development center, a satellite office of the Holy Cross 
Hospital, and courses in nursing, physical therapy, etc.  
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By Marina Marich 

In the nearly four years that owner Jim 
Bly has operated Jimmy’s Deli at the corner 
of Georgia and Eastern Avenues, he has 
seen a lot of positive changes in the area. 
He’s now hoping that his newest neighbor, 
Montgomery College Health Sciences 
Center, will bring additional business. 

“It’s been a tough market; I’m very 
excited about the school opening,” said Bly. 
He added that he enjoys serving the local 
residents, who make up the bulk of his 
customers. The students – along with all diners – 
will find many delicious options at the local delicatessen. 

Bly makes his own bagels daily, offers homemade 
cheesecake, and serves breakfast all day. It’s this homemade 
touch that Bly hopes will encourage local residents who haven’t 
been to his deli to give it a try. “We make all of our specials 
fresh every day,” Bly said. Jimmy’s Deli also caters.  

A local resident, Bly has spent many years in the restaurant 
business. This is his first solo venture, and he’s proud to employ 
six people. Jimmy’s Deli is located at 7828 Georgia Avenue and 
opens Monday through Saturday at 7 a.m. Depending on time of 
year, closing hours are either 5 p.m. or 7 p.m. There is plenty of 
parking behind the restaurant and ample seating indoors. 

   Jim Bly 

Dr. Lenore Barbian and one 
of the museum’s “residents” 

       Marianne & Paul Meijer 
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Adult Name:              Adult Name 2:                 
 
Address:               email:                
 
Phone Number:             Fax Number:              
 
Add me to the Shepherd Park email group �      I’m already part of the email group � 
 
I live in the area bordered by Eastern Avenue on the north, Aspen Street on the south, Georgia Avenue (west side) on the 
east, and Rock Creek Park on the west and want to join SPCA. 
 
Signature:               Make your check payable to SPCA and mail to: 
A fee will be assessed for any returned checks.   SPCA, 7600 Georgia Avenue, NW #404, DC 20012 
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Shepherd Park Citizens’ Association 
7600 Georgia Ave., NW #404 
Washington, DC 20012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPCA Community Meeting Wednesday, February 25
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SILVER SPRING, MD 
PERMIT NO. 1721 JANE DAVIS ADAMS 

Shepherd Park Neighbor and Long & Foster Realtor                
FREE: Market Analysis & Real Estate Consultations 
Property Updates & Newsletter by email: www.JaneDavisAdams.com 
Service With The Personal Touch…            Call Direct: 202-726-0276 
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Not a member? Make SCPA Membership your New Year’s Resolution! 
Already a member? It’s time for all current members to pay their 2004 dues! 
Just $20/household for new and renewing members for the entire calendar year.  

From the SP News Editors: There was some confusion at the end of 2003 about whether current members needed to pay an additional $10 for the 
2nd half of 2003. The reduced dues were only for first time members. Members who paid $20 earlier in 2003 didn’t owe any additional amount. If you 
have questions about your membership status, contact Dolores Bondurant at 829-4989 or fbondurant@msn.com. 



 

 


