
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

November 9, 2021 Virtual 

 
Chair:  Paul Schwartz 
 
Secretary: Bob Gray 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
 

1. Agenda and Registration Report: The meeting began with 28 participants. 
President Paul Schwartz introduced Tako van Popta Member of Parliament for 
Langley-Aldergrove and also Christine Remedios Regional Representative of the 
Conservative Party and the Returning Officer for this meeting. President Paul also 
noted that the business to be conducted at our AGM and that in this virtual AGM all 
motions proposed are assumed adopted unless there is a verbal challenge. 
Christine Remedios reported that all of the rules for a virtual Annual General Meeting 
have been followed. Paul Schwartz moved that the Agenda be adopted. 
 
Motion Carried 

 
2. Adoption of the 2020 AGM Minutes: Paul Schwartz moved adoption of the 

minutes  
of the November 28, 2020 Annual General Meeting. 

 
Motion Carried 

 
3. President’s Remarks: President Paul Schwartz reported on the activities and 

achievements of the South Surrey-White Rock EDA while highlighting: 
-We have adapted and carried on through another year of Covid including by 
overhauling our email and telecommunications. Our efforts in this regard have 
succeeded. 
-The Blue Diamond Club reactivation has been a success with 95 members 
joining. 
-The virtual National Policy Convention went well in part due to the successful 
efforts of 
the convention co-chair our own Kerry-Lynne Findlay. At the local level, the EDA 
policy committee work was chaired by Chip Bowness. 
-The virtual Fireside Chats, developed and hosted by Alex Mazurek, continue to be 
a great success.  
-- In anticipation of an early election the EDA mailed out a brochure to 55,000 
addresses in the riding during July and early August. As well the EDA engaged in 
volunteer EDA brochure deliveries in the riding over the summer months. 
- The election campaign manager Fritz Radandt was well organized and effective 
during the election. Additionally there was a good level of volunteer support. 
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-Paul thanked the outgoing Directors. In particular Paul thanked Vice President 
Marc Burchell for his effective management of the website and our branding 
activities since 2014. Rob Johnston was thanked also for his very effective efforts 
as Financial Agent and in fundraising activities. Ed Penner was thanked for his 
many years of service including as our Policy Committee Chair. 
 

4. Financial Agent’s Report: Rob Johnston presented the financial statement as of 
October 31, 2021. Rob also updated the meeting on fundraising activities and 
objectives during the past year including the recent federal election campaign.  

 
5. Appointment of Auditor: Rob Johnston moved and Hardy Staub seconded that 

Gary Roson be reappointed as the EDA Auditor for 2021-22. 
       

            Motion Carried 
 

6. Guest Speaker Tako Van Popta M.P. Mr. Van Popta gave remarks and praised 
both the EDA and our member of Parliament for success in the recent election 
campaign. He also noted our EDA’s Blue Diamond Club success. 

 

7. Nomination Committee Report: Alex Mazurek gave the committee report of 
those nominated for Director as: Elaine Allan and Anne Bonner as non resident 

Director for a period of one year followed by Bob Gray, Logan Hicks, Matthew 
Kane, Alex Mazurek, Thomas Noakes, Hardy Staub and Gabor Toth as resident 
Directors for a period of two years. 

 
The report was accepted and those nominated were elected by acclamation. 

 
Paul Schwartz reported that Amar Singh will be stepping down as Secretary and 
that the new Board will meet virtually Saturday November 20 at 10:00a.m. 
Coordinates will be sent via email. 

 
8. Review of Code of Conduct for Directors, Volunteers and Campaign Staff 

Paul Schwartz reviewed the Conservative Party code of conduct and noted for 
information that It is posted on the EDA website www.sswr.ca for those wishing to 
review it in more detail. 

 

9. Member of Parliament Report: Kerry-Lynne Findlay gave remarks including 
thanks to all who had volunteered or donated to the successful election campaign.  
Kerry-Lynne also thanked Tako Van Popta for the excellent job he does as BC 
caucus chair. Mr. Van Popta noted the experience Kerry-Lynne Findlay brings to 
her shadow cabinet appointment to the national defence portfolio. Ms. Findlay  

also discussed some particulars of the 2021 election campaign and that the 
Conservatives want in the normal in-person sessions of parliament although a 
hybrid session remains the government choice. 
 

10. Other Business: Cici Liang asked why a nomination of James Yu was not 
included within the Nomination Committee report. (Mr. Yu had not been listed  
on the list of nominees sent to all directors prior to the AGM.) 

 
Paul Schwartz expressed the view that election of Directors at an AGM rather 

than appointment by the Board is preferred as it is a more democratic method of 
having directors but that the new board could also appoint Mr. Yu as a director at 
its next meeting. The new Board will address this matter at its first meeting. 

 

11. Adjournment: The Annual General Meeting adjourned at 8:30p.m. 
  

http://www.sswr.ca/

