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Many Members, One Mission!  

Imagine the possibilities when One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church comes together 
and moves as one body to fulfill its commission to save souls in season and out of 

season.  
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FOR IMPACT: In a nutshell, with an estimated 56% of Catholics in the pew sincerely 
believing that supporting abortion is fine, the objective of this campaign is to get a clear, 
concise and authoritative message from a leading prelate in front of as many Church leaders 
and Catholics as possible stating a Catholic (a) in good standing cannot support abortion in 
any shape or form, (b) should not approach Holy Communion if actively supporting 
abortion, and (c) should strive to keep this preeminent life issue on the American 
conscience.  
 
For a second level of impact, we strongly believe that as the Eucharistic Revival strategy and 
the parallel activities of A Faithful Echo of the Eucharist campaign described in this 
document will serve to galvanize participation from the laity and clergy by facilitating and 
capturing commitments that affect behavior as it relates to Mass attendance and receiving 
Holy Communion worthily. Simultaneously, it will assist in removing a hard impediment of 
scandal also referenced in this document.   
 
Finally, and according to Cardinal Burke regarding Phase I of this initiative, “this work is to 
ensure due respect be paid to the Most Blessed Sacrament, to safeguard the salvation of the 
soul of the person presenting himself to receive Holy Communion, and to avoid scandal in 
any age.”   

Situational Analysis 

As we approached the presidential election 2020, Catholics throughout the United States 
and the world were bewildered and therefore reasonable to question whether (a) then 
Democratic Presidential candidate, Joe Biden, was a Catholic in good standing, (b) if we 
could judge a candidate’s platform and positions, and (c) a candidate that is in favor of 
abortion should approach to receive Holy Communion?  
 
As many of you know, Cardinal Burke consistently refuses the temptation to be a spectator; 
and, leading up to the election, he provided clarity so we could give great witness for our 
Catholic Faith in the public forum. His Eminence exhorted all of us when he said, “our faith 
must inform us not only during an election, but in every area of our life including social and 
civic participation.”  
 
During that political season and contrary to the predictable red herrings lofted at any public 
stance a Catholic took, the issue at hand was never primarily political per se. It was a 
response to the reality that more than any previous time, studies suggested that moral lines 
had been blurred to the degree that Catholic voters largely aligned with American voters. In 
other words, we all realized that we have much work to do.  
 
Background 
 
When Cardinal Burke was the Archbishop of St. Louis, he publicly forbade Presidential 
candidate John Kerry from receiving Holy Communion in the Archdiocese of St. Louis in the 
run-up to the 2004 election, due to the grave scandal of Kerry’s pro-abortion advocacy, 
among other things. Later that year, His Eminence attempted to influence the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops to adopt a similar policy – to no effect. The liberals, led by 
then Cardinal McCarrick, derailed the Bishop’s Conference from taking action. Even Cardinal 
Ratzinger (later Pope Benedict XVI), who then was the Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, wrote to the American bishops affirming the teaching of denying 
Communion. 
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Cardinal Burke considered this issue of denying Holy Communion to public sinners so 
serious that in 2007 he wrote an essay as a pastoral response. He wanted to address that 
same scandalous controversy and, as a shepherd of souls and the leading Canonist in the 
Church, he wanted to clarify the issue which was being presented by liberal bishops and 
priests as unfounded, confusing and outdated.   
 
With the 2020 election, that same issue was unfortunately a major issue once again. We 
now have a President who professes to be Catholic and goes to Church every week and yet 
he is the most pro-abortion, pro-homosexual marriage advocate in the history of our 
country. Also, the same with goes for the Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi and many 
others. 
 
Setting the Record Straight: In Deny Holy Communion?  Cardinal Burke lays down the law, 
literally. In so doing, he provides a definitive guide for pastoral ministers on cases in which 
Holy Communion must be denied.  His Eminence articulates the Church’s well-grounded 
reasoning – canonical, theological, and pastoral – for the denial of Holy Communion to 
obstinate, public sinners. His Eminence shows how and why this has been the teaching of 
the Catholic Church since the founding by Our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Most bishops, and much less priests, understand the teaching of Canon 915 which prohibits 
public and notorious sinners from receiving Communion without publicly renouncing their 
sin. Cardinal Burke’s pastoral wisdom applies as directly to present-day circumstances as to 
those in 2004.  
 
The 65-page book has never been published and His Eminence has given Catholic Action for 
Faith and Family the rights to publish the book as we have previously published his other 
works.  
 
We are not only going to publish Deny Holy Communion, but we are also going to position its 
release as part of a three-year campaign strategically aligned with the USCCB’s Eucharistic 
Revival, titled A Faithful Echo of the Eucharist.  
 
I invite you to read further in this document as we delve deeper into the three-year strategy, 
goals, and objectives. I look forward to hearing from you and welcome your thoughts and 
insights.  

In the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

 

Thomas J. McKenna  
Founder and President 
Catholic Action for Faith and Family 
http://www.catholicaction.org/ 
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A Faithful Echo Movement 
 
Launched in the Fall of 2019, A Faithful Echo Movement is based on the reality that for the 
Church to serve as a guide for society and to be able to determine the deep conditioning of 
the course of history, now is the time for Clergy and Laity to come closer together to restore 
the sacred trust it once shared as Christ founded.  
 
These twin towers of Catholic Fidelity ─ Clergy and Laity ─ together must reestablish the 
principles of Christendom’s precious ensemble of spiritual, cultural, moral, and social 
values. In other words, to compete for hearts and minds, it seems the Church can benefit 
from better message discipline and unity sooner rather than later if it is to optimize its 
effectiveness. A Church divided will not stand; and if it does not stand, it will not fulfill its 
mission.  
 
A Faithful Echo of the Eucharist – Campaign Summary  
In the USCCB’s multi-year strategy for Eucharist Revival, the Committee for Evangelization 
and Catechesis stated that the Church is facing challenges today including but not limited to 
declining Mass attendance, the lack of understanding of the real presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist and increasing religious disaffiliation. As a response, their strategic plan is 
designed to emphasize the importance that Catholics return to the Eucharist as the “source 
and summit” of who we are and what we do as Catholics. Echoing that sentiment, Cardinal 
Burke reminds us “the Holy Eucharist is the greatest treasure we have in the Church.”   

Speaking about the comprehensive initiative, Bishop Andrew Cozzens of Crookston, Minn, 
who is leading the effort as chairman of the bishop’s committee on evangelization and 
catechesis, His Excellency stated, “our hope for this Eucharistic Revival is to affect the 
Church at every level.”  

A Faithful Echo Program Features 
 
Phase I: Get a personal copy of Deny Holy Communion to every Bishop, priest, and deacon in 
the United States. 
 
Phase II. National clergy and laity specific pledges to be faithful echoes of the Eucharist 
(weekly Mass attendance, weekly examinations of conscience, reconciliation, adoration, 
etc.).  
 
Phase III. Annual Faithful Echo Conference dedicated to bringing together clergy and laity to 
usher in a new era of dialogue and formation (topics begin from Canon 915 and the true 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist to the Holy Eucharist being the Source and Summit of 
our faith). As with other Catholic Action conferences, speaker lineups will be best-in-class, 
subject matter experts.   
 
Post July 2024: Phase IV. Diocesan implementation program kicked-off by A Faithful Echo of 
the Eucharist diocesan conferences.  
 
*Annual Faithful Echo Awards. And much more…  
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A Faithful Echo of the Eucharist 

 
The purpose of the following information is to outline a proposed development 

and budgeting framework for Phase I followed by a rolling forecast which serves 

to allow work to be regularly prioritized, planned and executed against.  

 
Phase I. Objectives and Purpose.  
 

• Get a personal copy of Deny Holy Communion to every Bishop, priest, and deacon in 
the United States. (This has not been done before and will put us in contact with 
every clergyman in the country.  The response and engagement levels gained will 
give us a list of who are the conservative clergy in our country with whom we can 
follow up). 

• Ensure that every ordained minister of the Catholic Church in our country is given 
an opportunity to be enlightened by this teaching.  

mailto:info@CatholicAction.org
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• Facilitate a tipping point, in fact conclude the debate about the proper situations and 
the practical application of exercising the discipline of denying communion. 

• Provide central repository for peer-to-peer support for our good bishops like 
Archbishop Cordileone, our priests and others, who want to take the right position 
and deny Communion to public sinners.  

• Equip our bishops and pastors a layer of defense having a lay driven organization 
mobilize efforts to help Catholics return to Mass, return to reverence, and return to 
the Eucharist.  

• Provide a lay driven communications platform and public relations strategic high 
point ‘promontory’ for the campaign to disseminate professionally and rapidly. 

• Drive a powerful call to action and call for Catholics to commit, or re-commit to 
renewal in Jesus Christ and the sacraments of the Catholic Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@CatholicAction.org


7                                     
© 2021-2024 Catholic Action for Faith and Family · All rights reserved. 

PO Box 910308, San Diego, CA 92191-0308: info@CatholicAction.org  

 
 

 
*Phase I; serving as a catalyst to the campaign - mail the bookl to every bishop, priest, 
and deacon in the country.   
 
Synopsis 
Deny Holy Communion?   
As the former head of the Vatican’s 
highest law tribunal, Raymond Leo 
Cardinal Burke applies his sharp 
legal mind and pastoral experience 
to provide a definitive guide for 
pastoral ministers on cases in which 
Holy Communion must be denied.  
 
Coming at a time of crisis of 
authority, identity and faith in the 
Church, Cardinal Burke reminds the 
faithful the Holy Eucharist is the 
greatest treasure we have and for 
ministers to exercise the discipline 
of denying Communion in certain 
circumstances is a pastoral duty, one 
derived from care and charity.  
 
Cardinal Burke eliminates confusion 
regarding the application of can. 915 
of the Code of Canon Law for 
Catholic politicians and clarifies the 
Church’s charitable response to 
denying communion to the person 
who, by his or her own action, 
intends to break communion with 
Christ and his Church. Every bishop, 
priest and deacon – in fact, every 
Catholic – should read this book to 
know the mind of Christ as 
presented to us by the pre-eminent 
voice of the faithful Church today.  
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS PLATFORM OVERVIEW 
  
The communications strategy proposes a multi-phased development anchored by a leading 
communications platform comprised of marketing/web, media relations, and donor 
development pillars. Success of the initiative will be measured for impact with success 
factors including eucharistic procession turnouts, increased Mass attendance, examinations 
of conscience, sacramental participation, adoration, etc.  
 
Catholic Action for Faith and Family is poised to catapult this mission aligned initiative into 
the media as well as raise the profile for the book and the USCCB’s Eucharist Revival.  
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MEDIA RELATIONS 
 
Catholic Action has selected and will employ a leading Public Relations professional and her 
team for the campaign with the following primary goals: 
 

1. To coordinate a go-to-market strategy with our market partners 

2. Serve as the communications liaison, consultant, and publicist for the campaign 

and spokespersons  

3. To generate widespread and favorable media coverage for the client 

4. To provide opportunities to raise the profile of the initiative by creating 

opportunities to become a newsmaker and desired voice on relevant topics of 

his expertise 

National/Regional Media Relations - Facilitating national and regional earned media 
initiatives and media relations management for the campaign with multi-media public 
awareness campaigns. Design campaigns to engage all levels of media with proven 
approaches and access to select and vetted: 

• Catholic diocesan newspapers, national weeklies and magazines 
• Catholic bloggers and editorial websites  
• Catholic media outlets (print and broadcast) for possible stories on content created 

including press released, position papers, articles and editorials 
• Outreach to top secular outlets, including print, broadcast and digital outlets 
• Ability to Identify media placement opportunities as they arise around newsworthy 

events so that the mission and message can be delivered. 
 

MEDIA DELIVERABLES 
 
In order to meet the above goals, Catholic Action will develop the following framework and 
evolve as needed.  
 

1. Development of a Custom Media Plan and Execution: Create a structured media plan 

which encompasses a multi-faceted strategy for successful media relations 

including: overall strategy and goals, detailed timeline, targeted media, out of the 

box ideas for unique placements, identification of target angels relative to the client.  

 
2. Collateral Creation. Create an electronic online media newsroom which contains 

various collateral pieces such as backgrounders, biographies, suggested interview 

questions, high resolution images, multi-media, in the news, resources.  

▪ Press Releases: all press releases are housed in the electronic newsroom 

▪ Backgrounders: relevant background information about related topics 

▪ Biographies: introduces the client (personality, organization to the media) 

▪ Suggested Interview Questions: presents key questions for media to lean on 

for various interviews) 

▪ High Resolution Images: images of spokespersons, key relevant images 

available for re-print/publication for instant access to media 

▪ In the News/media mentions (all news placements show coverage) 
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▪ Press Contacts (dedicated for the campaign outlined in this document) 

 

3. Strategic Planning and Consultation: Public Relations’ consultant will become the 

communications aid for strategic planning in all areas of need as it pertains to media 

presence and crisis communications if needed.  

 
4. Consultant will employ media relations for the client to net media placements 

(stories) and opportunities in mainstream, general Christian and Catholic media in 

print, television, radio and new media. Media relations consists of strategy, pitching, 

booking interviews, fielding press inquiries, setting up telepress conference calls, 

live web streams and/or press tours, carving out various media angels and tracking 

current news cycle for relevant opportunities for the client, distribution of press 

releases and news alerts, fielding of national inquiries from the press 24/7.  

 
5. Creation and Distribution of Press Releases and Media Alerts: Create and distribute a 

press release or press releases depending upon the nature of the client’s needs. Our 

media distribution reaches the Catholic, General Christian and mainstream market.   

 
6. Media Coaching for spokespersons on a variety of topics, voice, image, messaging, 

style, versatility in general and custom for each appearance.  

 
7. Execution of Media Tours and Events: Manage the execution of various media events: 

press tours, press calls, live web streams, press conferences where applicable.  

 
8. Social Media: Our social media expert will push this campaign up and running on 

various forms of social media which make sense for objectives and to ensure key 

messages garner maximum engagement on the digital continent: This includes, 

Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, blogs and multi-media.  

 
 

mailto:info@CatholicAction.org


10                                     
© 2021-2024 Catholic Action for Faith and Family · All rights reserved. 

PO Box 910308, San Diego, CA 92191-0308: info@CatholicAction.org  

 
 

 

********** 

For the scope and outreach necessary to penetrate the collective consciousness of the 
Catholic Church, Christian and friendly secular communities and to build enduring 
relationships, we will apply a multi-phased approach. Each phase establishes a set of 
activities with well-defined deliverables to ensure the effort stays on the right track. Also, 
the deliverables we create serve not only as sources for feedback and approval, but also 
strategically feed the activities of subsequent phases.   
 
 
Signature based upon approval for this to serve as a Letter of Intent. 
 
 
 
                  Thomas J. McKenna                                    
     Catholic Action for Faith and Family                               Benefactor                
  
 
Date: __________________________                Date: _________________________ 
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Catholic Action for Faith and Family - Mission 
ADVANCING CATHOLIC ACTION for the 21st Century, Catholic Action for Faith and Family 
places faith and family at the center of its mission and sets forth to restore our society to its 
foundation of Christian order, virtuous living and to the pursuit of God’s eternal kingdom.  

About Catholic Action for Faith and Family 

Catholic Action is comprised of a multi-disciplined team of accomplished professionals 
dedicated to uniting a family of souls, both laity and clergy, to take individual action and 
where appropriate, combined action to make authentic progress in restoring the culture 
back to a society where the human person can flourish and find fulfillment in contributing 
to the greater good.  By their union, collective strength is multiplied in order to mount an 
effective response to forces seeking to subvert the Kingdom of Christ and to usher in 
Christendom.  

Looking across the landscape of our culture today, everyone knows there is a war in this 
country on the Church, on religious believers, for souls−on our individual souls and for our 
country. The status quo is not working. The time has come where we must make radical 
choices, return to our roots, live fundamentally different lives, and proclaim the Gospel 
fearlessly. Won’t you join Catholic Action for Faith and Family in this commitment to lay 
down markers and over the next 36 months, turning our focus to mounting a coordinated 
response and to creating and supporting innovative ways to tackle critical problems in 
these five program areas.  

1. Operation Storm Heaven, a Global Rosary Crusade, organized by Catholic Action and 
led by Cardinal Burke, seeks to join one million Catholics praying the Rosary on the 
1st of each month in union with the Holy Mass celebrated by Cardinal Burke on that 
day.  

2. Advance Cardinal Burke’s apostolates designed to guard the Catholic faith handed 

down by the Apostles and hold together in a Catholic way, doctrine, morals and 

praxis.   

3. Revitalize the Priesthood (Cardinal Burke’s release of In Persona Christi book, Adopt 

a Priest campaign, A Faithful Echo conference and movement for Clergy & Laity).  

4. A Faithful Echo Movement is directed to drawing the clergy and the lay faithful in 

ever closer unity to combat the darkness of the present confusion, error and 

division in the Church.” 

5. Usher in a Catholic Medical Culture in the United States under the patronage of St. 

Gianna Molla. 
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