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Introduction

Google Play and Android connect the German public to apps they use everyday as well as
cutting-edge Al tools, while helping local developers reach a global audience. By pairing an open
platform with secure devices and distribution, the ecosystem builds essential consumer trust, in
turn helping developers scale their revenue and drive growth in the German tech sector.

As of 2025, approximately 8,000 app and game businesses based in Germany were active
on Google Play, collectively bringing over 29,000 apps to the market.

Driving national economic impact

The Play and Android ecosystem contributes to the German economy through a mix of direct
developer revenues and wider spillover effects across industries. By enabling businesses of

all sizes to build, distribute and monetise apps, it supports high-productivity jobs and drives
growth in burgeoning sectors such as e-commerce, digital media and the gig economy.
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in the Al economy

Al is rapidly reshaping the capabilities of mobile devices and the productivity of app developers
across Germany. Al-powered tools are lowering development costs, accelerating production
cycles and enabling smaller teams to build more sophisticated products. For users, Al is
increasingly embedded in everyday mobile experiences, helping them save time, learn new
skills and interact more intuitively with technology.

On average, Android users
estimated that they had saved 2
hours a week using Al tools on
their device to complete basic tasks

On average, we estimate that Al tools could more quickly.

make Play and Android developers 33%
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MyTherapy: Digital Health Reaching More Users

“Play and Android’s tools and software development kits play a major role in the
distribution of our app and in reaching new audiences. For example, Android simplified the
switch from large package downloads to App Bundles to make apps smaller, which
supported our growth in countries with low bandwidth. In regions where downloading 100
or 200 megabytes isn't feasible, but six or eight megabytes is fine, they found a very
smart way of supporting our global expansion.”

Florian
Mueller

Head of Product
at My Therapy, a local
digital health app




Ensuring safety and security

Android and Google Play provide multiple layers of protection, from app vetting to on-device
security, giving users the confidence to download and use services safely. This resonates
strongly with users in Germany where data privacy and digital security are among the highest
consumer priorities and trust in digital platforms is a precondition for widespread adoption.
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Helping create better societal outcomes

Mobile apps have become a core part of everyday life in Germany, from DB Navigator simplifying
rail travel to ELSTER handling tax returns. And their benefits reach well beyond tech-savvy early
adopters. As more administrative work moves online under the Online Access Act, affordable
smartphone access is increasingly a prerequisite for full participation in German society.
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*Refer to the methodology note for the definition of consumer surplus



