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CHAIRWOMAN’S COMMENTS 

 

Hi to all - welcome to the first issue of SCDC 

News for the new year. We hope you had a 

wonderful holiday season and that the first 

months of 2023 are treating you well. 

A new year represents new beginnings and 

fresh starts, but if we’ve learned anything 

from the last seven years, past is almost 

always prologue — if we don’t learn the 

lessons of the past, we are almost certainly 

doomed to repeat them. In this spirit, we are 

dedicating part of this issue to analysis and 

takeaways from the 2022 midterm elections.  

Sincerest thanks go out to Susan Weiss, 

Wantage Township Municipal Chair and Co-Chair of the SCDC Research 

Subcommittee, both for her work on this report and her invaluable insights 

into the data. We hope you will find the information we provide here both 

illuminating and encouraging as we move forward in the 2023 election cycle 

and towards the presidential election of 2024.  

Looking ahead to this election year, there are important races coming up on 

the state, county and municipal levels — ones for which we will need 

considerable assistance from our friends and supporters throughout the county. 

These races will decide the kind of homegrown infrastructure we will have in 

place for 2024 and beyond. We will also be electing a full county committee 

slate on this spring’s primary ballot— if you have ever been interested in 

becoming a county committee member, now is the time. (See page 3.) 

As we slowly emerge from the pandemic phase of COVID-19, I hope to see 

many of you at some upcoming in-person events, as appropriate and with 

proper precautions, during the warmer spring and summer months. Until then, 

have a wonderful rest of your winter, and take good care! -DR 

 

IMPORTANT SPRING 
2023 DATES 

Sunday, March 26, 10 AM 

SCDC Nominating Convention 

Barry Lakes Clubhouse, Vernon 

Monday, March 27, by 4 PM 

County Committee petitions 

due - township clerks 

 

Tuesday, June 6 

Primary Election Day 

 

June 7-June 12 

Municipal Committee 

Reorganization Meetings 

 

Tuesday, June 13 

SCDC Reorganization Meeting 

Time and location TBD 

 

 
 

A Dollar Goes A Long Way! 

Each donation to the SCDC   

helps further the Democratic 

cause in our county. Please visit 

our site to make a monthly or 

one-time contribution or learn 

about our ongoing fundraisers. 

mailto:info@sussexdems.com
https://www.sussexdems.com/donate
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NEWS YOU CAN USE: SPOTLIGHT ON THE 2022 MIDTERMS 

While there was much for Democrats to 

celebrate on the national stage, with much 

of the country bucking historic midterm 

trends, Sussex County remained decidedly 

more traditional in its voting practices and 

patterns.  

Turnout for Sussex Republicans, as the party 

out of power in Washington, exceeded 

Sussex Democrats, which lagged 

considerably as a percentage of its 

electorate. Republican turnout was nearly 

13% greater in the general election and 

50% higher in the June primary. This is 

what we would normally expect in typical 

midterm years, but with animating issues 

such as reproductive, voting and civil rights 

coming sharply to the forefront last year, 

there were hopes that Sussex Democrats on 

the whole would be more energized to 

vote.  

Clearly there is still much work to be done 

here on the home front. But the news isn’t all 

bad, because there is a huge bright spot and a 

possible way forward that has emerged from 

the numbers: Vote-By-Mail (VBM). Sussex 

Democrats are over 200% more likely to use 

VBM compared to Republicans (29% vs. 

9%), with Dems accounting for 4,059 (60%) 

of the total number of VBM ballots cast. 

 

 

 

 

 

Get-out-the-vote efforts are just getting 

started for 2023. If you would like more 

information on how you can help this 

year’s candidates and do critical voter 

outreach work for 2024, please contact us 

at info@sussexdems.com. 

mailto:info@sussexdems.com
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 HOW TO GET INVOLVED: JOIN COUNTY COMMITTEE! 

June 6, 2023 isn’t just primary day for our state legislature, county 

commissioner, and municipal candidates. It’s also the day when the 

membership of the Sussex County Democratic Committee will be decided 

for the next term. There are two SCDC spots open on the primary ballot 

for every municipal voting district in the county, ranging from two in our 

smallest townships to 40 in our largest.  

If you are a registered Democrat in good standing who wants to make a 

difference right here at home, someone who wants to roll up their sleeves 

and do the work that will help turn this county a little bluer every cycle, 

then we need you! We work to recruit and support Democratic candidates 

up and down the ballot, raise funds to assist campaigns, and get out the 

vote for our candidates throughout the course of the election cycle.  

Please consider joining us! The more committed Democrats we have 

working on behalf of our candidates, the more we will accomplish here in 

Sussex County. For more information on becoming a member and what 

membership both offers and entails, feel free to reach out to us at 

info@sussexdems.com. To find out more about how to get on the ballot, 

check out our quick tips below, reach out to us via email, or visit the Sussex 

County Clerk’s Office website for more details. The deadline to submit 

ballot petitions to your township clerk is Monday, March 27 by 4 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Maximum Number of 
Signatures Required for 

County Committee 
Petitions (by town) 

• Andover Borough – 1 

• Andover Township – 3 

• Branchville – 2 

• Byram Twp – 3 

• Frankford Twp – 3 

• Franklin Borough – 2 

• Fredon Twp – 1 

• Green Twp – 1 

• Hamburg Borough – 3 

• Hampton Twp - 2 

• Hardyston Twp – 4 

• Hopatcong Borough – 3 

• Lafayette Twp – 1 

• Montague Twp – 2 

• Newton Borough – 3 

• Ogdensburg Borough – 2 

• Sandyston Twp – 3 

• Sparta Twp – 4 

• Stanhope Borough – 2 

• Stillwater Twp – 3 

• Sussex Borough – 2 

• Vernon Twp – 3 

• Walpack Twp – 1 

• Wantage Twp – 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GETTING ON THE PRIMARY BALLOT, 2023 EDITION 

• To get started, you’ll first need a copy of the county committee 
ballot petition, found here. You can also get the petition by 
emailing us directly. 

• Get the required number of signatures for your voting district on 

your petition. One of those signatures can be your own. Your 
other signatories must be registered Democrats and residents of 
your voting district. We have included the maximum number of 
signatures for any given voting district in your town or township 
(sidebar, right). If you get that number, you should be set.  

• To seek the SCDC endorsement for your petition, feel free to 

contact us by email. We will get back to you with information. 

• Get your petition notarized by a notary public. Most township 
clerk’s offices have them. Notaries can also administer the oaths 
you will need to take as part of the petition process. 

• Submit your completed petition to your township clerk no later 

than 4 PM on Monday, March 27. 

 

  

 

mailto:info@sussexdems.com
mailto:info@sussexdems.com
https://sussexcountyclerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/PRIMARY-PETITION-FOR-MEMBER-OF-COUNTY-COMMITTEE.pdf
https://sussexcountyclerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/PRIMARY-PETITION-FOR-MEMBER-OF-COUNTY-COMMITTEE.pdf
https://sussexcountyclerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/PRIMARY-PETITION-FOR-MEMBER-OF-COUNTY-COMMITTEE.pdf
https://sussexcountyclerk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/PRIMARY-PETITION-FOR-MEMBER-OF-COUNTY-COMMITTEE.pdf
mailto:%20info@sussexdems.com
mailto:%20info@sussexdems.com
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SUSSEX DEMS  IN YOUR COMMUNITY 

Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-NJ-5) 

has been extremely busy in 

Washington since his re-election 

to Congress last fall. But that 

doesn’t mean he isn’t working 

hard for his Sussex County 

constituents. In December, Rep. 

Gottheimer announced a 

$314,000 grant to Zufall Health 

Center in Newton for a medication delivery van, bringing driveway service 

to underserved populations. Then, in January, thanks in part to federal 

funding secured by Rep. 

Gottheimer, Newton Medical 

Center unveiled a brand-new 

behavioral health unit for its 

Emergency Department. The 

unit features enhanced room 

and bed capacity and a nurses 

station with remote monitoring 

— providing a more dedicated 

and private space for 

behavioral health patients in crisis and their team of physicians.  

Sussex Borough Municipal Chair 

Damaris Lira will again be 

running for Sussex County 

Commissioner. For more 

information or to get involved 

with her campaign, feel free to 

send her an email or message her 

via her campaign Facebook page.  

Stanhope Borough Councilman AJ Riccardi has 

announced he will stand for re-election this fall. 

AJ is excited to get out on the campaign trail to 

talk about the great work he’s been doing on 

behalf of his constituents, including working to 

complete the Stanhope Pedestrian Loop Project 

and helping secure over $900,000 in 

infrastructure improvement grants. For more 

information on AJ’s campaign, you can contact 

him at anthony.j.riccardi@gmail.com. 

FOCUS ON: CHARITY 
 

With its 3
rd
 Annual Winter Coat and 

Clothing Drive, the SCDC was able 

to spread the warmth of the 

holidays to local folks in need 

throughout the winter months. This 

year’s beneficiaries were 

NORWESCAP and Project Self-

Sufficiency. (Pictured above, left to 

right, with just a fraction of SCDC’s 

haul, is SCDC Chair Dawne Rowe 

and NORWESCAP officials.) Thanks 

to all who rolled up their sleeves 

and dug through their closets for 

this worthy cause. 

 

In December, the SCDC conducted 

its first social media charity 

campaign, 25 Days of Charity, to 

support Sussex County and county-

adjacent nonprofits. Take a look at 

our round-up from late last year, 

and please consider giving to these 

noteworthy organizations at this 

relatively quiet time. The holidays 

are long over, but need remains — 

and the spirit and seasons of giving 

never end.  

mailto:info@sussexdems.com
mailto:lira@liraanddiresta.com
https://www.facebook.com/LiraAndDiresta4Sussex/about
mailto:anthony.j.riccardi@gmail.com
mailto:https://www.sussexdems.com/scdc_s_25_days_of_charity_online_initiative?fbclid=IwAR1FBM18MFtZzKN1WyMd5GtY78mzkbJLoNs-lRE84J8YNLYf6t3w7FglaQc

